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As many of you know, | went to a con-
ference in January that was sponsored
by Ohalah, an organization of Rabbis
from all denominations whose goal is
to renew Judaism. It was probably the
best one | ever attended. My teacher,
Rabbi Zalman Schacter-Shalomi, who
is 85 years old, traveled to St. Louis
from Boulder, Colorado and added his
wisdom to the words of many friends
from around the world.

The theme was “Olam, Shanah,
Nefesh: Connecting the World to the
Times and to our Souls.” These three
categories are dimensions that we all
live in, whether we notice or not. That
is, we are given a certain amount of
time in the world to accomplish what
our souls yearn to do. There are often
obstacles to overcome. When we face
them, and we follow our soul’s prompt-
ing, our life has purpose and every day
is enriched.

This seems like a very heroic thing to
do. Can we all accomplish this? | think
what | learned at the conference is that
we are much more likely to succeed if
we do this work in community rather
than alone. In community, we bounce
ideas off each other, we support each
other when we falter, and we get
praise when we share our accomplish-
ments. When we do things solo all the
time, we are much more likely to get
discouraged, angry or anxious. We are
more likely to give up than to move
forward.

Concluded on page 5

We are so lucky to have a wonderful group
of new members:

Natalie Chakoff is already a member of
the Sisterhood, our representative to
JCRC, a member of the Adult Education
Committee and has submitted her name
for consideration to our 2010-2011 CSS
Board.

She has lots of friends and connections to
the Jewish world outside of Sonoma and
brings energy and fundraising ideas to our
community.

Cress Forester is still working in San
Francisco three days a week, and when
she is here, she's polishing our candle-
sticks and offering to help wherever she
can. You can find her at Torah Study and
Services on the weekend. Much to our
delight, she is the newest member on our
Worship Committee.

Heidi Stearn came onto the CSS scene
with the biggest smile and smallest dog -
Miltee. She quickly made friends with eve-
ryone she met; joined the Sisterhood, and
is about to open a new coffee business
inside Friedman’s - So look for her sign
‘JOE-2-GO’

Myra Thomas joined our CSS family
shortly after meeting Lee Schein at
swimming class. Lee gave her a copy of
our new Siddur and the rest is his-

tory. Myra is the newest person on the
Membership Committee and is always
ready to help - she even helped Mara set-
up the food for the New Member Welcome,
which was for her and our other new mem-
bers!

David Katz was invited to our Chanukah
Concluded on page 6
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The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges
Generous Contributions

General Fund

Holly Sachs Reppert & Lillian Sachs
in appreciation of Rabbi Jack

The Sisterhood
for buying the new coffee cart

Paul and Evelyn Sahin
New Membership

Yahrzeit

From Bella Bogart
in memory of Isaac Sternklar

From Gili Drori and Jerry Sanders
in memory of Jerry’s mother Mary Sanders

From Natalie Chakoff
in memory of Edward and Alice Chakoff

From Ed Stolman
in memory of his wife Carolyn Stolman

From Bonnie and Henry Lasky
in memory of Bonnie’s father, Elmer Berry
and Henry’s father, Reuben Lasky

in memory of Paul Habas:
From Norman And Susan Goldstein
From Howard and Mary Ruth Lasner
From Muriel Robbins

From Bonnie and Henry Lasky




.....and More WAITING FOR YOUR CALL
Committee and Activity Chairs

Adult Education
Susan Cohen 939.6637 susanmcohen@gmail.com

Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519 phylsh@netzero.net
Calendar Mavens

Maxine Gordon 343.1135 ruthie4du@comcast.net

Memorial Service

Caring
for Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net
Frank & Michele Samson933.8512 michelesamson@shcglobal.net
Children’s Education
ESTHER NORTON Casey Tucker 539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net

Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net
Development
Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com
Avram Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com
Directory & Roster
Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@gmail.com
11:00 a.m. Maxine Gordon 343.1135 ruthie4u@comcast.net
Dues & Finance
Lori Bremner 996.9829 |oribrem@gmail.com
E-News Bulletin
Maxine Gordon 343.1135 ruthie4du@comcast.net
Best Western Bonnie Lasky 769.1778 baglasky@att.net
Festivals, Family Shabbat
Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 Jeeamorgan@pacbell.net
Sonoma Valley Inn Liaison JCA
Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net
550 Second Street West Membership
Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net
Men’s Club
Gary Greenberg 707-935-5880 gary@leadingtechnologysales.com
Music & Art Festival
David Schoenbach 938.0110 davidsch@sonic.net
Newsletter Noodge
Note the chan ge of location Peggy Feuer, editor 938.2981 pegagyf@vom.com
Bonnie Lasky, photographer 769.1778 bglasky@att.net
Office Managers
Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com
Maxine Gordon 343.1135 ruthie4u@comcast.net

Sunday, February 28th ,

iNn the Krug Room

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator
Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com
. Publicity/Public Relations
We are keeping the Your Name Here!
following people Shamash
in our thoughts and prayers for Adley }-_Iochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com
Refuah Schleimah _ Sam Friend 996.4412
Sisterhood
Eileen Greenberg 935.5880¢eileen@Ileadingtechnologysales.com
Neal Attinson Social Action
i i Sally Brian 996.3355 shrian@sbcglobal.net
Marvin Diamond Pegygy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com
Lotte Klug m_an Volunteer Coordinator
Leonard Leib Your Name Here!
Lillian Sachs Wegsite Lasky 760.4778 bl
; ; onnie Las . glasky@att.net
Michael and Erika Zuntz Howard Egger-Bovet 996.7046 heb@findthefunproductions.com
Worship
Neal Attinson 933.9430 scoop@sonic.net
Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net
N Yahrzeit Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@att.net
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Adulteducation offerings

If | Forget Thee, Jerusalem By: Yehuda Amichai

If | forget thee, Jerusalem,

Then let my right be forgotten.

Let my right be forgotten, and my left remember.
Let my left remember, and your right close

% And your mouth open near the gate.

I shall remember Jerusalem
And forget the forest — my love will remember,
_# + Will open her hair, will close my window,

. ., will forget my right,

/4 11 Will forget my left.

If the west wind does not come
; I'll never forgive the walls,

Or the sea, or myself.

Should my right forget

My left shall forgive,

I shall forget all water,

I shall forget my mother.

by If | forget thee, Jerusalem,
.yt Letmy blood be forgotten.

f t I shall touch your forehead,
A Forget my own,

My voice change

For the second and last time
To the most terrible of voices --
Or silence.

In Jerusalem By: Mahmoud Darwish
(Translated from the Arabic by Fady Joudah)

In Jerusalem, and | mean within the ancient walls,
I walk from one epoch to another without a memory
to guide me. The prophets over there are sharing

The lIsraeli-Palestinian conflict captures the daily

news: images of both violence and attempts at the history of the holy . . . ascending to heaven
peace have become routine items in broadcast and  and returning less discouraged and melancholy, because
print media. How is this conflict seen by the two love

peoples involved? What are the meanings assigned and peace are holy and are coming to town.
to it by Palestinians and Israelis? And, with Jerusa- | was walking down a slope and thinking to myself: How
lem being a principal point of contention, what are do the narrators disagree over what light said about a
the perceptions of this holy city? This forum will ex- stqnfe? dimiy | o ; 5
plore the literary portrayals of Jerusalem, drawing :S it from a dimly lit stone that wars flare up?

. walk in my sleep. | stare in my sleep. | see
on t_he poetry of Mahmoud DarW|_s,h an_d Yehu_da no one behind me. | see no one ahead of me.
Amichai. Following a lecture, which will also intro-  ajj this light is for me. | walk. | become lighter. | fly
duce clips from interviews with the two poets, there  then | become another. Transfigured. Words
will be a Q&A session. sprout like grass from Isaiah's messenger

. mouth: "If you don't believe you won't be safe.”
Professors Karti Shemtov and Barhoum have taught | yalk as if | were another. And my wound a white

several successful seminars at Stanford University  piblical rose. And my hands like two doves

on Israeli and Palestinian, Hebrew- and Arabic lan-  on the cross hovering and carrying the earth.
guage literature, focusing class discussions on such | don't walk, | fly, | become another,

issues as the literary representation of land, “the transfigured. No place and no time. So who am I?

other,” and most recently cities of the Middle East. | am no | in ascension’s presence. But |
think to myself: Alone, the prophet Muhammad

The event is co-sponsored by CSS Adult Education  spoke classical Arabic. "And then what?"

Committee and First Congregational Church Forum  Then what? A woman soldier shouted:
Committee.. Is that you again? Didn't | kill you?

| said: You killed me . . . and | forgot, like you, to die.
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Rabbi’s letter

Conclusion from page 1

News and views
From Ann Clark Attinsion

Rabbi Shefa Gold quoted Reb Zalman as saying,
“When we get rid of our anxieties, our petty ones
and our large ones, what is left is ‘ashrei,” a sense
of thankfulness.”

How does this play out in life? | often tell Bar and
Bat Mitzvah students that what they are doing is a
ritual and not a performance. A performance is an
attempt to create a perfect experience for an audi-
ence. A ritual, however, is about honoring a per-
son, a place or a moment in time. There is no way
to do that “perfectly.” Therefore, a Bar or Bat Mitz-
vah does not need to make themselves anxious
about what they are doing. Instead, they can be
grateful for the people who have come to support
them, for the things they've learned, and for the
opportunity to lead.

Let me give you a project. Write down something
that you'd like to accomplish. See if you can do it
in a way that makes you content and grateful, and
see who you might enlist to help you.

I hope this helps you see an “olam tov,” a world
that has much goodness in it; | also hope that it
helps you share a “shanah metukah,” a year of
great sweetness; and finally, may it fill you with a
“nefesh shalaym,” a whole and fulfilled soul.

With blessings and best wishes,

Rabbi Jack

JCI&R

Jewish Community
Information Referral

Answers to Questions

about Jewish life
In the Bay Area at
info@jewishnfo.org

or 415.777.4545

Love Notes

As | write this, a 4-1/4 x 5-3/4-sized envelope sits next to
me on the desk. In the upper left-hand corner is an ad-
dress label adorned with gold foil and red tulips; the enve-
lope is addressed to me in my mother’s neat cursive hand-
writing (she’s the only one | know who can actually write
pretty 3s, with a tiny curlicue at the bottom).

Once a week or so, my youthful 85-year-old mother sends
me a note. It's always on colorful card stock — this week
she chose cornflower-blue and lime-green stripes on a
white background. She writes about what she and my Dad
have been up to and she usually includes an update on her
gardening tasks. Last week, she planted two “Plumeria.”
Not having inherited my mother’s green thumb, | have no
idea whether a Plumeria is a tree, a bush, or a flower, but it
sounds exactly like something my mom would plant.

We all know that e-mail and texting and social networking
have all but destroyed the quaint art of letter-writing. It's
now something that maybe baby boomers engage in, or
maybe boomers’ parents. | don't think my son has ever
written a letter in his life.

I, however, began my correspondent’s life when | was
about ten. A few days after getting back from summer
camp, I'd open my dresser drawer, pull out the pink berib-
boned box of stationery, choose a dark pink Flair marker,
and write to my new camp friends -- chatty letters in child-
like round cursive, always embellishing the notepaper with
hearts and flowers (the smiley hadn’t yet been invented). |
loved the feeling of putting a stamp on the envelope and
clipping my outgoing letter to my parents’ mailbox — and
loved the anticipation of getting mail in return.

We've lost something in losing the art of letter-writing. I'm
no Luddite and | enjoy a good e-mail as much as the next
21st century denizen but, even now, when | send a get-well
or thank-you card, | have the same heady feeling | had
when | was 10 years old and choosing stationery to write
my friends. 1 try to match the color of my address label to
the color of the envelope, and | even choose postage
stamps which | think may please the recipient — when |
write to my son, | add a Simpson’s stamp; when | send
something to my parents, it's Groucho Marx.

Whether you're color coordinating or adding curlicues to
your 3s, letter-writing offers an opportunity to be much
more playful and creative than online communication does.
And yes, | do receive the occasional email with a colorful
background and flowers running along the top but you
know what? It's just not the same. My mother understands
this — and maybe | didn’t get her green thumb, but | did in-
herit her appreciation of a handwritten note. Thanks, Mom.
Keep those cards and letters coming.

e



Membership President's message

committee Conclusion from page 1
We are grateful to the advertisers whose support Celebration by Avram Goldman, whom he met at a
underwrites the production and mailing costs of wine tasting. David lives down the street from Gary
the membership directory. Please show your loy- Greenberg, so it was no surprise that he was quickly
alty by patronizing these businesses and services. inducted into the Men?s Club. David is a retired at-

torney from San Francisco, and has a beautiful

Should you have any corrections, deletions or ad- three-month-old Bovador (Bouvier Des Flanders/
ditions to the directory, please contact Mara Kahn Labrador Retriever mix) puppy named Lindy. Maybe
at marakahn@gmail.com or call 415.860.3052. we need to start a CSS Dog Club, goodness

knows we have a group of great dogs!
Mara is also the person to whom you may forward
any membership leads or if anyone you know
wants to learn more about our wonderful commu-
nity and family. Shalom.

As we welcome these wonderful new members |
can't help but think about those we have lost this
past year. Paul Habas and Esther Norton, two of
the founding members of CSS. Paul was responsi-

ble for our first banner and Esther was the Caring
_ Committee Chair: Both committed members of CSS
and wonderful friends. And so the circle of life

reminds us how important each person is to our
community and how they leave their mark in our
Henry and Bonnie Lasky hearts.
March Kiddush Sponsors : :
Sisterhood happenings
Avram and Lori Goldman Second Night Seder
March Oneg Sponsor s See page 7 for complete information

_ ey o
Brown Baggers

| just want to thank all of you who have participated

YOUR HELP WANTED and donated homemade cookies to the “Brown Bag”
Publicity/PR Person lunches. This has been such a successful endeavor
Volunteer Coordinator along with the gals from the First Congregational

Church. We are even hoping to add another day
These are three important and enjoyable ways || |eventually. Again, a big thank you to all of our mem-
to get to know fellow congregants and to contrib- bers of Sisterhood and our Temple that have given

ute to the common good of the congregation. their time and energy to this important cause for our
community. You are participating in a wonderful
Do a mitzvah! “Mitzvah” for those less fortunate than ourselves.

Contact Bonnie at, bglasky@att.net This is just a reminder that we are doing the Brown

Bag lunches for the homeless and needy again on
Friday, March 12th. We meet in Burlingame Hall at
9:00 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
7 / ; / Also, we are asking for volunteers to bake a batch of
Jewish Family & Children’s Services homemade cookies for these lunches.
Emergency Assistance
hitp:/lwww:ifcs.org
or contact Karen Gordon at
KarenG@ijfcs.org. Call 935.5880 or write eileen@Ileadingtechnologysales.com

—

Again, thank you and please RSVP Eileen if you can
help stuff brown bags or bake cookies.
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Join Rabbi Jack

and the

MAY THE STORY

PASSOVER

WO rs h I p CO mm Ittee % 3 BRING YOU CLOSER TO |

In Telling The Story of Passover

Tuesday, March 30th

SS
. v 4 Burlingame Hall
Doors open at 5:30pm

Service begins at 6:00pm

Passover Seder Menu

Gefilte Fish

Chicken Matzah Ball Soup

Grilled Breast of ‘Rocky Range’ Chicken, marinated with herbs and garlic

Specialty Grilled Vegetables; Santa Maria Asparagus Spears, Golden Patty Pan Squash, Spring Onions,
Roasted Red Bell Peppers, Assorted Roasted Artisan Potatoes Tossed with Sauteed Toy Box Mush-
rooms, Herbs and Garlic

Salad of Young Greens, Herbs and Arugula, served with roasted garlic balsamic dressing

Wine - Regular and decaffeinated coffee - Teas

Homemade Charoset and Desserts by Sisterhood

e T a2 L a2 o o S S e.

CSS & FCC Members: $42. Non-Members: $47. Children Aged 6-12: $30. Children of Non-Members:
$35. Make check out to CSS Sisterhood. Mail with completed form to Eileen Greenberg, 363 Saunders
Drive, Sonoma 95476.

To reserve a table of 10, full payment must accompany reservation form. We are limited to 150 places.
Reservation Deadline is March 16th.

| am enclosing a check in the amount of $ to confirm reservation for I

Adults and Children (aged 6-12)

Name: 6;

Contact #:

——



Yahrzeits
To Be Observed in
March

Matthew D. Artson
Father of David T. Artson
Edward Chakoff
Father of Natalie Chakoff
Jack Diamond
Father of Don Diamond
Amir Drori
Father of Gili Drori
Joseph Greenberg
Father of Gary Greenberg
Hans Lehmann
Brother of Lotte Klugman
Jeanette Newman
Mother of Richard Newman
Al Pollack
Remembered by
Jerold Rosenberg
David Robbins
Husband of Muriel Robbins
Max Robbins
Father-in-law of Muriel Robbins
Morton Sachs
Father of Barbara Sachs-Senn
& Pamela Sachs
Harry Sacks
Uncle of Barbara Sachs-Senn &
Pamela Sachs
Samuel Schnur
Father of Esther Berlot
Louis Schram
Remembered by
Richard Schram
Sylvia Senn
Mother of Dick Senn
Esther Michel Shainsky
Grandmother of Muriel Robbins
Sam Shapiro
Father of Mitchell Shapiro
Hesse Steiman
Grandmother of Muriel Robbins

2

6:30-7:30pm
Membership
Com.Mtg.
Mara
935.6272

6

10am-noon
Lay Led

Torah Study
7:30pm
Adult Ed

See page 4

8
6-7:30pm
Rabbi's
Class
See page 10

9

10
6:00-8:00pm
Hebrew
School
7-8:30pm
Worship
Com. Mtg.
CSS Office

12
4:30-6:30pm
Shabbat
School
6-8pm
Family
Shabbat &
potluck

13

9-10:30am
Torah Study
w/rabbi
10:30am-1pm
Shabbat
Service

16

Seder
Reservations
Due

See page 7

17

6:00-8:00pm
Hebrew
School

19

20

10am-noon
Lay Led
Torah Study
w/Neal &
Ann

22

6-7:30pm
Rabbi's
Class
See page 10

23
7:00-9pm
Board
Meeting
B’game Hall

26

4:30-6:30pm
Shabbat
School

7:30-9:30pm
Shabbat
Services

With
Rabbi Jack

27

First Night
Passover

30

Second
Night
Community
Seder
See
Page 7

Yiddish in the
Internation



Yahrzeits
To Be Observed in

April

Shoshana Beck
Grandmother of Gili Drori
Ghislaine Berrebi
Remembered by
Rudy Lacoe & Peggy Hammett
Jere Brian
Husband of Sally Brian
Benjamin Cohn
Father of Franklin Cohn
Lois Durham
Remembered by
Joyce Revis
Harold Ehrlich
Father of Robin Bret
Sylvia Friedman
Mother of Judi Shapiro
Saul Greenstein
Husband of Patsy Greenstein-
Jerome Grotsky
Brother-in-law of
David T. Artson
Howard Hanson
Father of Lori Goldman
Audrey Horowitz
Mother of Sanford Horowitz
Charles Jester
Brother of Peggy Lipson
Charles Kotin
Grandfather of Gwen Watson
Max Lissess
Father of Cyl Levy
Grandfather of Mara Kahn
Sanford Marcus
Father of Carol Marcus
Pauline Marks
Mother of Leona Jacobs
Frieda Poler
Mother of Marvin Diamond
William Sagall
Father of Nina Gorbach
Helen Shainsky
Mother of Muriel Robbins
Joseph Skerpan
Father of Liane Makiva
Alvin Snyder
Father of Marc Snyder
Abraham Stolman
Father of Ed Stolman
Marjorie Surtshin
Mother of Stephen Surtshin
Larry Tucker
Father of Casey Tucker
Max Zuntz
Father of Michael Zuntz

Spotlight on New members

Natalie Chakoff
was born in Cleveland Ohio, raised in the
San Fernando Valley. Yes, a true Valley
Girl.

She has a BA from UC Berkeley and an
MA from UCLA. Natalie spent her career
as a transportation planner working for
the Cities of Walnut Creek, Berkeley and
Oakland. She was formerly the Associate
Director of Technology Transfer for UC
Berkeley's Institute of Transportation
Studies.

Natalie is now happily retired in Sonoma and thrilled to be a
member of CSS. During her years in the East Bay, Natalie was
the Chair of the East Bay Jewish Community Relations Council,
held a seat on the Jewish Federation of the Greater East Bay,
and was a board member of Congregation B'nai Tikvah in
Walnut Creek. During the time on JCRC she participated in a
groundbreaking muslim-jewish dialogue group and JCRC was
the recipient of the diversity award from the Islamic Network
Group. Natalie loves being part of the Jewish community and
has submitted her name as a Candidate for the 2010 CSS
Board . She is now our representative to JCRC

Natalie is particularly grateful for the warm embrace she has
received from the CSS community since moving to Sonoma and
hopes to be of service to her new community. Natalie has two
grown children, Meghan and Danny. Natalie is a late bloomer
who had her Bat Mitzvah at the age of 53, 40 years in the
making.

Heidi Stearn & Miltee @

| was born and raised in San Diego and |
moved to Tiburon in 1982. | had several
businesses in Marin County. In 1990, | became
a member of Temple Emanu-El in San
Francisco and in 1992 | had my Bat Mitzvah (|
was 27 years old).

In 2005, | moved to the town of Sonoma, where my parents live,
and joined Shir Shalom in 2009. | am very happy to be part of
this wonderful Congregation and to feel the sense of belonging
with our Jewish community.

| am in the process of opening up my DREAM COME TRUE
business: JOE-2-GO. My business is a gourmet coffee and
pastry cart, selling fair trade organic specialty coffee

drinks along with delicious fresh pastries seven days a week.

| will be located immediately inside Friedman's Home
Improvement store in downtown Sonoma. | will be open by
March 6th, hopefully sooner! Hours will be Mon-Sat 7am-11am
and Sun. 8am-11am. Join me for a cup of Joe and schmooze!

I look forward to a long lasting relationship with Shir Shalom and
it's members.

—eeee




%D CONGREGATION NON-PROFIT
SShir SShoaleww U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Song of Peace in Sonoma Valley AD-VANTAGE
252 West Spain Street Sonoma, CA 95476 MARKETING

_Return Service Requested

HAPPY PESACH!
Seder info page 7




