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Song of Peace in Sonoma Valley

Dick Newman

The first president of our congregation, Richard Newman, died last month, after a
five year struggle with Parkinson’s disease. He was the beloved husband of Mary
Ann Newman, loving father of Susan Schuepbach of Vallejo; Daniel Newman and
wife Sherry of Corona; and Carolyn Newman and her husband Ed Lisieski of
Bainbridge Island, Washington; grandfather of Luna and Olivia Schuepbach, Ste-
ven and Bill Newman, and Simon and Arlo Lisieski. Richard Newman is also sur-
vived by sister Carol Landau and husband Jack, as well as nine nieces and neph-
ews.

Dick Newman grew up in Cleveland Heights, Ohio and graduated from Heights
High. He was a World War Il veteran. He graduated from the University of
Michigan with BBA degree and practiced accounting for seven years before be-
coming a teacher; a profession that he loved. He taught Mathematics in high
schools in Oakland and Mill Valley. Dick remembered his twenty six years at Ta-
malpais High School fondly for the many wonderful friends, colleagues, students
and community members with whom he had the opportunity to work. During the
years of teaching he earned his MS from the University of Utah and PhD. from
U.C. Berkeley.

One major influence in Dick's life was a summer he spent in Israel in 1950 after
graduating from Michigan. He maintained a lifelong interest in the Middle East
and was always hopeful for peaceful solutions to the issues in that region.

After retiring he and his wife, Mary Ann, planned and led twelve study tours to
Europe, ten of them to Switzerland where they had lived for a year while he was
Academic Dean at TASIS (The American School in Switzerland) near

Lugano. The Newman family lived for thirty years in Mill Valley and later he and
Mary Ann moved to Sonoma where they lived for eighteen years before coming to
Spring Lake Village in Santa Rosa. In all of these communities he was an active
leader and volunteer.

In Sonoma, he was a founder and the first president of our congregation. This
newsletter editor learned much from Dick in the early years of our congregation.
He was a patient advisor to these pages. Many productive, happy hours were
spent in meetings and gatherings at the warm, comfortable Newman house,
where Dick presided over our first Long Range Planning Committee, during book
group discussions, and family simchas. We were so lucky to have you among us,
and you are greatly missed, Dick.

Mary Ann suggested that if you wish to make a donation in Dick's memory she thought it would
please him to make it to Congregation Shir Shalom.

We are keeping Erik Aho, lone Aho, Lotte Klugman, Ron Mulling, Joyce
Rivas, Lillian Sachs, Wonny Yogman, Michael and Erika Zuntz
in our thoughts and prayers for
Refuah Schleimah....for a return to good health
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The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges
Generous Contributions

General Fund

From Howard & Lillian Weill
In honor of Anne Attinson

Yahrzeit

From Gary and Eileen Greenberg
In memory of Joseph Greenberg

From Adley Hochstadt
In memory of his father, Charles Hochstadt

From Richard Senn and Barbara Sachs-Senn
In memory of Morton Sachs,
Harry Sacks, and Sylvia Senn

We send loving thoughts
And prayers of comfort
to the family and friends
of the following people,
who have passed away in March

Margaret Laybourn
Richard Newman
Linda Tomback

Neal Attinson

April Kiddush Shammas

Eileen Greenberg
April Oneg Sponsor
Gary Greenberg
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President’s Message
Bonnie Lasky

| could not say this better myself, so | am letting
Avram Goldman say it for me:

I love the word mishpokhe. The word itself even
sounds warm and comforting. When Lori and |
joined Shir Shalom, we wanted to be involved in
a congregation where we lived. We found we
received so much more. By getting involved and
joining committees, going to services, planning
and participating in events, our experience be-
came even richer. Most importantly, we found
new friends who felt more like family members -
cousins, aunts, uncles, brothers or sisters. It has
become a place to nourish our Jewishness. What
I love about our community is its diversity - all of
us coming from different religious traditions, geo-
graphic locations, careers, and personal experi-
ences. All of us coming together and sharing in a
culture and religion that has survived and been
handed down over thousands of years.

There has been much discussion on the future
and financial health of our congregation. What |
have found over the last year is that the gift of
Shir Shalom is our congregation itself - the fami-
lies and individuals that are the fabric of our local
Jewish community. It is the love, support, cele-
brating, sharing of ideas and kibitzing that give
Shir Shalom its unique and delicious (we still
have the best break-the-fast anywhere in the Bay
Area) essence. | believe our future and financial
health rests with all of us. It does not have to be
an overwhelming task or an emergency mission.

There are many Jews in our beautiful valley and
some in the other valley that would enjoy being a
part of our mishpokhe - | have seen it first hand
at our yearly New Member Welcome party that
we hold in January. Listening to the enthusiasm
of these new members is inspiring and conta-
gious. They so appreciate having a place to be
Jewish - this isn’t necessarily a religious experi-
ence; it is a place to experience that indefinable
feeling of being Jewish.

| have invited Jews | have met here to an event,
celebration or service and they have found that
special ruach that says this is home, and joined
our congregation. | think there are many more
Jews in our community, when given the opportu-
nity to see and feel Shir Shalom, would want to

Conclusion on page 5

WAITING FOR YOUR CALL
Committee and Activity Chairs
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Calendar Mavens
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Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net
Frank & Michele Samson933.8512 michelesamson@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Education
Casey Tucker 539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net
Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net
Development
Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com
Avram Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com
Directory & Roster
Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@gmail.com
Maxine Gordon 343.1135 ruthie4u@comcast.net
Dues & Finance
Lori Bremner 996.9829 |oribrem@gmail.com
E-News Bulletin
Maxine Gordon 343.1135 ruthie4u@comcast.net
Bonnie Lasky 769.1778 bglasky@att.net
Festivals, Family Shabbat
Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 Jeeamorgan@pacbell.net
Liaison JCA
Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net
Membership
Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net
Men’s Club
Gary Greenberg 707-935-5880 gary@leadingtechnologysales.com
Music & Art Festival
David Schoenbach 938.0110 davidsch@sonic.net
Newsletter Noodge
Peggy Feuer, editor 938.2981 pegagyf@vom.com
Bonnie Lasky, photographer 769.1778 bglasky@att.net
Office Managers
Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com
Maxine Gordon 343.1135 ruthie4u@comcast.net
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator
Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com
Publicity/Public Relations
Your Name Here!

Shamash
Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com
Sam Friend 996.4412

Sisterhood

Eileen Greenberg 935.5880eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com
Social Action
Sally Brian 996.3355 shrian@sbcglobal.net
Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com
Volunteer Coordinator
Your Name Here!
Website
Bonnie Lasky 769.1778 bglasky@att.net
Howard Egger-Bovet 996.7046 heb@findthefunproductions.com
Worship
Neal Attinson 933.9430 scoop@sonic.net
Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net
Yahrzeit Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@att.net
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Adulteducation

offerings

Shir shalom school news
From Susan Jebrock

The Adult Education Committee invites you to:

An Introduction
to the Jewish Model of the Four Worlds
with Richard Lenson

Monday, May 10"
7-9 p.m.
In the classroom

Jewish mystical literature discusses four worlds
that we inhabit simultaneously. These are 1. the
world of Divine emanation, 2. the world of crea-
tion, 3. the world of formation, and 4. the world of
physical action. In psychological terms these four
worlds can be considered the worlds of 1. spirit, 2.
intellect, 3. emotion and 4. the physical world,
respectively.

The four worlds model has practical insights into
how we view and interact with the world. The
model provides insights into Torah, in the four chil-
dren paradigm told at Pesach, into the process of
creativity, and into our inertia in making changes
in our life.

Each world, in the Jewish tradition, has a soul
connection to God. Some speak of the four souls,
one for each world. There is discussion of a fifth
world, with its own soul. This is the soul that is
referred to when one speaks about the extra soul
given on Shabbat. We will discuss this fifth world,
also.

In this one evening class we will discuss the four
worlds, the four soul points of connection, some
cross cultural perspectives on these different
worlds, different ways of connecting to God from
each world perspective, some psychological in-
sights this model provides, and some practices
that can help us find our soul connection in each
world. We will look at Torah and the siddur
(prayerbook) for examples of this four world
model. And we will briefly see how the Kabbalistic
Tree of Life model incorporates this four world
model.

*Please RSVP, by May 5", to Susan Cohen at
susanmcohen@gmail.com or 939-6637, if you
plan to take this class, so that we’ll know how
many to expect.*

As we move into another lush green Sonoma spring
season, we observe Pesach and celebrate the ex-
ceptional freedoms we enjoy as Jewish Americans in
this place and time.

As educators and parents we are privileged to pass
on the beauty and meaning of Jewish customs and
rituals to our children. Jewish education enables chil-
dren to experience a connection to the past, to ap-
preciate the freedom from oppression, hunger, and
deprivation they enjoy in the present, and to become
inspired to improve the world so that all people have
better lives in the future. | was personally inspired to
become a Jewish educator by Dick Newman, the first
president of Congregation Shir Shalom, who died on
March 14 at the age of 83.

| was interviewed for the position of Director of Edu-
cation in the Fall of 1996. When Dick Newman called
to tell me that | had the job, he said that he was par-
ticularly impressed by my statement that | believed
that children need to feel the sense in their lives that
"there is something bigger than themselves." | have
never forgotten this, because | thought this very gen-
eral and somewhat trite statement might show my
lack of experience teaching Judaism, and | had
been embarrassed that it was all | could come up
with when asked about why | wanted the job. But
Dick Newman, even with his many years of experi-
ence as a professional educator and administrator,
always saw past the surface details to the heart and
soul of a situation.

He was one of the most intelligent, knowledgeable,
modest, kind, respectful and universally loved

and respected men | have ever known. We were so
fortunate to have his wisdom, skill and dedication in
the formative years of our congregation. Our love
goes out to Mary Ann, who also contributed to our
congregation and school in so many ways, to Susan
Schuepbach, who was one of our first teachers in the
school, and to the rest of the Newman family.

Shabbat School classes this month are on April 9
and April 23. The Family Shabbat and pot luck sup-
per will be on April 9. Next month we will be starting
registration for next year's program. Please tell your
friends and neighbors about our Shir Shalom

school! For more information please contact me at
susanjebrock@gmail.com.

—



President’'s Message

conclusion

News and views
From Ann Clark Attinsion

from page 3
be a part of our congregation. If
each of us just brought in one
new member - what a differ-
ence that would make - just
one.

| would also invite all members
who would like to become more
involved to do so. Whether be-
coming a member of the Adult
Education Committee, joining
Sisterhood or the Men’s Club,
frying latkes at the Hanukah
celebration, coming to a Shab-
bat Service, attending the
Rabbi’s classes, or volunteering
for an Oneg; you would be sur-
prised how good it makes you
feel. Try it; I think you'll like it.

We are, and will continue to be,
a vibrant congregation. Our fu-
ture is in our hands. One of my
favorite expressions is: many
hands make the load light. As it
is in most families, the more we
do things together, the stronger
we become. Remember just
one - one new member and one
new activity - see you at home
with the mishpokhe.

As President | want to thank
Avram for expressing my heart
felt thought about Shir Shalom.

Sisterhood

happenings

Do a Mitzvah
Bake Cookies
Join
Brown Baggers

Call Eileen for information
935.5880

*

With My Compliments

Ever since | was a little girl I've taken great joy in telling people some-
thing nice about themselves (but only, of course, if that nice thing is
true). When | was a preteen | was with my mother at a theatre pro-
duction; we were in the women’s room during intermission and |
looked up to see a woman with the most glorious naturally red mane
in the known universe. | couldn’t help myself: “You have the most
beautiful hair,” | gushed. Her entire demeanor changed — she smiled,
she relaxed, and she glowed, all at once. From that moment, | was
hooked on giving compliments. (Not to be confused with praise and
attention, which | wrote about for the January newsletter.)

I know how she felt. Getting a compliment is so cool that I actually
remember my first: | was just a little girl, buying something at a local
store. The woman clerk said, “You have such beautiful skin! What do
you use?” (Truthfully, it was the not-very-glamorously named Nox-
zema, which Wikipedia says started life in 1914 as "Dr. Bunting's
Sunburn Remedy.”)

The most creative compliment | ever received came about 30 thirty
years later: | was at a café in Santa Rosa, enjoying my meal and my
book, when a man walked by and said, “You look so pretty when
you're reading!” | was so shocked that when | got home | stood in
front of the mirror with a novel, trying to catch glimpses of myself mid-
sentence. (“Hmmm, who goes better with my eyes, Fitzgerald or
Rand...?")

| could tell he really meant what he said, which is the essence of com-
pliment competence. Flattery, we've been cautioned, will get you
nowhere. Flattery applies to insincere compliments, but Webster
says it can also apply to excessive compliments. To which | say,
Really? Is there such thing as “too many compliments™? And, if so,
what is the cut-off point? Can you give someone four a week but the
fifth one sets off alarms? In my entire life, | don’t ever recall saying to
anyone, “Okay, buster, that's one too many nice things you've said to
me.”

There are, however, some people who feel uncomfortable with a
compliment and don’t know what to say (“thank you” is the only reply
necessary). Taking a compliment graciously is as much an art as de-
livering one. And delivery is a simple formula: When you notice
something special about a person, point it out. Of course, drawing
attention to someone can be rude, so be tactful and brief. And, re-
member, a compliment doesn’t only (or ever!) need to be about ap-
pearance. How about, “Your telephone manners are so beautiful,” or
“You have such great taste in birthday cards!”

We all need complimenting. In the words of the philosopher Philo, “Be
kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.” Telling a war-
weary friend that she makes the best pot roast ever can make her
day. In fact, you compliment me just by reading this. And did anyone
ever tell you how attractive you are when you read?



Yahrzeits
To Be Observed in
April
Shoshana Beck
Grandmother of Gili Drori
Ghislaine Berrebi
Remembered by
Rudy Lacoe & Peggy Hammett
Jere Brian
Husband of Sally Brian
Benjamin Cohn
Father of Franklin Cohn
Lois Durham
Remembered by
Joyce Revis
Harold Ehrlich
Father of Robin Bret
Sylvia Friedman
Mother of Judi Shapiro
Saul Greenstein
Husband of Patsy Greenstein-
Jerome Grotsky
Brother-in-law of
David T. Artson
Howard Hanson
Father of Lori Goldman
Audrey Horowitz
Mother of Sanford Horowitz
Charles Jester
Brother of Peggy Lipson
Charles Kotin
Grandfather of Gwen Watson
Max Lissess
Father of Cyl Levy
Grandfather of Mara Kahn
Sanford Marcus
Father of Carol Marcus
Pauline Marks
Mother of Leona Jacobs
Frieda Poler
Mother of Marvin Diamond
William Sagall
Father of Nina Gorbach
Helen Shainsky
Mother of Muriel Robbins
Joseph Skerpan
Father of Liane Makiva
Alvin Snyder
Father of Marc Snyder

april 2010

S M T W TH F S
1 2 3
10am-noon
Lay Led
Torah Study
w/Neal &
Ann
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
6:30-7:30pm | 6:00-8:00pm 7-8:30pm | 4:30-6:30pm | 9-10:30am
Membership Hebrew Worship Shabbat | Torah Study
Com.Mtg, School Committee School wirabbi
Mara M.tg. 6-8pm | 10:30am-1pm
035.6272 CSS Office Family Shablbat
Shabbat & Service
potluck 8pm
See pg.9
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
2-4pm 10am-noon
Yom Ha 6:00-8:00pm Lay Led
Shoah Hebrew Torah Study
Obser- School w/Neal &
vance Ann
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
4:30-6:30pm
Shabbat
School
7:30-9:30pm
Shabbat
Services
With
Rabbi Jack
Abraham Stolman 27 28 29 30
Father of Ed Stolman 7-90m
Marjorie Surtshin Bogr d
Mother of Stephen Surtshin Veeti
eeting
Larry Tucker B'Hall
Father of Casey Tucker
Max Zuntz
Father of Michael Zuntz
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Yahrzeits
To Be Observed in
May

Sarah Alewitz
Remembered by
Robert & Linda Alwitt
Moshe Alexandroni
Brother-in-law of Jerry Sanders
Fredrica Berlot
Mother of Les Berlot
Harry Robert Bremmer
Father-in-law of
Lori Bremner
Lee Caplan
Remembered by
Susan & David Reber
Letty Daly
Mother of Eileen Daly
Florence Egger
Mother of Howard Egger-Bovet
Larry Giller
Remembered by Joyce Revis
Louis Goldstein
Father of Norman Goldstein
Michael Harf
Brother of Robert Harf
Richard Sanford Hyman
Father of Ronald Hyman
Michael Jebrock
Remembered by
Larry and Susan Jebrock
Else Lehman
Mother of Lotte Klugman
Harold Levy
Remembered by
Marcia and Jim Levy
Saul Levy
Husband of Cyl Levy,
Father of Mara Kahn
Bess Oberndorfer
Grandmother of
Lee Morgan Brown
Sean Pettibone
Remembered by Heidi Geffen
Sally Phillips
Remembered by Phillips Wagner
Fred Rosenthal
Father of Lotte Rosenberg
Herbert Schien
Husband of Lee Schein
Joachim Shapira
Father of Sonya Strahl
Molly Siegel
Mother of Zeva Cohn

‘ahinund a hair’ (here and there)

Music at the Edge of Life: In Remembrance of
Jewish Composers Who Perished in the Holocaust

Santa Rosa Symphony Chamber Concert

Saturday, April 10, 8:00pm
Jackson Theater at Sonoma Country Day School
Will coincide with “Holocaust Remembrance Day”
The concert, just a day before Yom Hashoah, will be introduced by Rabbi

George Gittleman of Congregation Shomrei Torah in Santa Rosa, will speak about
“music as a means of resistance, even in the face of radical evil. The spirit of these
artists could not be broken.”

The compositions on the musical program, most of which were written in concentra-
tion camps, are: String Quartet No. 3 by Haas; Concertino by Shulhoff, Passacaglia and Fugue
for Violin, Viola and Cello by Krasa; and String Quartet No. 3 by Ullmann.

Tickets are $25 and $32. To reserve, call 54-MUSIC (707-546-8742) or purchase

online www.santarosasymphony.com. Tickets may be purchased at the door on space-available

basis. Because of the educational nature of this concert, there is a special student price of $10

(only available by phone or at the door). Also, view Lobby Exhibits and a Documentary Video.

INTRODUCTION TO JEWISH MEDITATION

Sundays, May 2, 16 & 23 from 10:00 -11:30 am

What is Jewish Meditation? How will it help me?

A 3 part class for beginners with Dr. Sheila Katz

$18.00 per class, $50.00 for all three - includes meditation book

Jewish Community Center, 1301 Farmers Lane, Santa Rosa www.jccsoco.org <http:/

WWW.jcCS0c0.0rg/>
For more info: 528-4222 x330 or sheilak@jccsoco.org <mailto:sheilak@jccsoco.org>

SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY JEWISH HISTORY LECTURE SERIES

Wednesday, May 5, 7:00 p.m.

Henry Shreibman, “Judaism & Islam: History & Hope”

SSU Jewish Studies Program: www.sonoma.edu/jewishstudies <http://www.sonoma.edu/

jewishstudies>
Free lectures — nominal parking fee

For location & more info: 664-3293 or
Rita Snyder ezra@sonoma.edu <mailto:ezra@sonoma.edu>
Mother of Marc Snyder
Rose Stearn
Grandmother of Heidi Stearn
Ann Grossman Tabing
Friend of Susan Jebrock
Helen Marjorie Tanner
Mother of Richard Lenson
Gisela Feuer Unger

Aunt of Peggy Feuer

SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY HOLOCAUST &
GENOCIDE LECTURE SERIES

Tuesday, May 11, 4 - 5:40 p.m.

“Bricks, Trees & the Failure(s) of Ethics” by John Roth,
Ph.D.

SSU Annual Holocaust & Lecture Series —
www.sonoma.edu/holocaust <http://www.sonoma.edu/
holocaust>

Warren Auditorium, Ives Hall at SSU
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_Return Service Requested

Join the First Sonoma
CROP Hunger Walk

FIRST CONGREGTIONAL CHURCH
invites you to join them and others

Raise awareness about people in the world
who must walk to find food, water, firewood, freedom, and other necessities of life
Raise funds to help stop hunger wherever it exists

Sunday, April 25th
1:30pm
Registration, Start and Finish Walk on the front lawn at FCC
Pledge money raised will go to Friends In Sonoma Helping

For Information, www.crophungerwalks.org/sonoma

April 23-26, 2010: Attend one day or the entire weekend
Yiddish in the Twenty First Century Conference
International Association of Yiddish Club, Millbrae, California
For Information call, Fishl Kutner at 650.349.6946




