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Presidentôs Message 
  Sy Lenz 

Savoring Pesaché 
 
Our community Passover Seder on April 9

th
, 

truly one of the highlights of Shir Shalomôs 
year, was by all measures a joy and a suc-
cess. We were over 150 strong, with families, 
couples and singles. There was a copious 
catered meal, augmented by a spectacular 
dessert table, courtesy of our Shir Shalom 
Sisterhood, and abundant wine and soft drinks 
supported by our Menôs Club and help from 
B.R. Cohn Winery. 
 
The re-telling of the 3000 year- old tale, i.e., 
the liberation of the Israelites from Egyptian 
bondage, was governed by Rabbi Gabriel, 
with readings from congregation members 
and songs, some traditional and some created 
by our own Rabbi Jack. 
 
Thanks to all who made this possible, from the 
design of the invitations, liaison with the ca-
terer, reservations and reception, the flowers, 
the table settings, the Haggadot, the wines, 
the desserts, the extras of gefilte fish, ceremo-
nial plates, etc., and of course, our Rabbi. 
 
I would like to leave you still savoring the 
event, but thinking of the often deemphasized 
or unspoken meaning of the Passover.  Not 
the traditional meals, instructional content for 
our youth in ñthe four questionsò or eight days 
of eating matzoth. 
 
By any reckoning, the liberation from bond-
age, the wandering in the wilderness, the 
emergence of leadership and a sense of pur-
pose was the essential element in changing 
an amorphous, rag-tag multitude into a nation 
of people with a mission, chosen to be an ex-
ample to the world. 
 
 

Concluded on page 5 

Para-Rabbinic Ponderings 
Neal Ross Attinson 

Concluded on page 7 

Leaving room for silence 
 
Of all the apparent opposites which 
Judaism wrestles to reconcile ï free 
will v. predestination, universalism 
v. particularism, applesauce v. sour 
cream ï one of the most paradoxi-
cally fertile is words v. the Word-
less. 
 
Maimonides, the great 12th century 
rabbi and commentator, wisely 
stayed out of this fray ï he was 
more comfortable describing God in 
terms of what God wasnôt than in 
telling people what God was. Mai-
monides wasnôt the only one who 
felt this way; in fact, much of our 
liturgy describes the indescribability 
of God at great and poetic length. 
 
Take, for example, the following 
words of the Chatzi Kaddish (p. 224 
of the Reform prayerbook Mishkan 
Tôfilah), which our ancestors loved 
so much they used it to mark the 
transition between different parts of 
every prayer service: ñBlessed, 
praised, honored, exalted, extolled, 
glorified, adored, and lauded be the 
name of the Holy Blessed One, be-
yond all earthly words and songs of 
blessing, praise and comfort.ò 
 
Even more to the point is Nishmat 
(Mishkan Tôfilah p. 220): ñEven if our 
mouths were full of song as the sea, 
and our tongues full of joy in count-
less waves, and our lips full of 
praise as wide as the skyôs ex-
panse, and were our eyes to shine 
like sun and moon; if our hands 
were spread out like heavenôs  
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The Congregation Gratefully            

Appreciates Generous Donations 

General Fund 

Artson-David                                     Gordon
-Lois K                                                Hammett/

Lacoe-Peggy & Rudy                      Joseph/
Whiteley-Maralee and Steve purim Lenz-Sy and 
Harriet                                     Levy-Marcia and 

James                                     Schein-Lee                                                                     

Yahrzeit 

fromAlwitt-Robert/Linda                                     
in memory ofLawrence Feinberg                   

From  Artson-David                                            
in memory ofDada                                              

fromCohn-Zeva                                                  
in memory of -Benjamin Cohn, father of Frank 

Cohn                                                             
fromDrori/Sanders-Gili S and Jerry J                 

in memory of Shoshana Beck                          
fromGoldman-Avram & Lori Hanson                    

in memory of Howard Hanson                            
from Greenberg-Gary & Eileen                          
in memoryofJoseph Greenberg                        

fromKelman, Rabbi Stuart & Victoria                     
in memory ofSteve Surtshin                  

fromKlugman-Lotte                                            
in memory ofHans Lehman                          

fromKrauthamer-Kurt and Carol                         
in memory ofBarbara Krzywicki                            

fromRobbins-Muriel                                            
in memory ofHelen Shainsky                         

fromSachs-Pamela                                            
in memory ofMorton Sachs, Harry Sacks                  

fromin memory ofSurtshin-Betsy                        
in memory ofMarjorie Surtshin  

 



WAITING FOR YOUR CALL 
Committee and Activity Chairs  

Adult Education 
         Susan Cohen 939.6637 susancohen@ix.netcom.com  
         Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519 phylsh@netzero.net 
Childrenõs Education  
         Amy Hummel-Alper 939.9701 aaalper@hotmail.com  
         Casey Tucker  539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net 
Caring  
        Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net 
        Pamela Sachs 938.7001 psk219@aol.com 
Calendar Maven   
        Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net 
Development  
        Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com 
Directory & Roster 
        Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Dues & Finance 
        Lori Bremner 996.9829 loribrem@gmail.com  
Festivals, Family Shabbat 
       Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Liaison JCA  
       Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net 
Membership 
         Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Menõs Club 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Music & Art Festival 
          David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Newsletter Noodge 
          Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com 
Office Manager 
          Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinators 
         Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com 
         Michele Samson 933.8512 ems3478@hotmail.com  
Shamash 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
          Sam Friend 996.4412  
Sisterhood  
          Eileen Greenberg   935.5880                                                           
          Eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   
          Lorri Kaufman  938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net  
          Michele Samson  933.8512  ems3478@hotmail.com 
Social Action 
        Sally Brian 996.3355 sbrian@sbcglobal.net 
        Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com  
        Laura Clein 938.3858 sales@consciousconsignment.com 
Volunteers 
         Bonnie Lasky 769.1778  bglasky@aol.com 
         Barbara Sachs-Senn  933.9794  barbsachs@aol.com 
Website 
        David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Worship  
           Henry Lasky 769.1778 jhlasky@comcast.net                      
           Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net 
Yahrzeit 
          Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@earthlink.net 

3 

Thank You!  
Todah Rabah!  

 
April Sponsor, Betsy Surtshin                          

May Sponsor, Lee Schein                                    
June sponsors Bella Bogart, Sandy Leib,       

Julie Diamond & Robart Honigman  
 

To Sponsor a Kiddush or an Oneg,                          
To share a life cycle event                                   

with the congregation,  
contact Lori Goldman at 939.2738  

 
 
 

MAZEL TOV! 
To the Ganza Meshpucha 

To the whole family 
 

Please join  
Julie Diamond and Robert Honigman 

when their daughter,  
 

 Sasha Honigman  
 

will become a Bat Mitzvah 
June 13, 2009  

10:30 AM 
 

The Congregation is invited  
to share the simcha at a 

Kiddush  
immediately following the  service 

 

please rsvp to  
shbatmitzvah@yahoo.com 

by May 15 

mailto:susancohen@ix.netcom.com
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ðEileen Greenberg 

 

PASSOVER:    Zeva Cohn and I want to thank everyone that made our Shir Shalom 2
nd

 Night Seder 
such a huge success.  We had 150 people attend, and it couldnôt have been done with-out the 
loving and helping hands of our wonderful women of the Sisterhood and a few CSS 
members who volunteered to help.   Our different varieties of Charoset were made 
by Alexandra Allen, Lynn Blankfort, Lori Goldman, Maxine Gordon, Eileen 
Greenberg, Lorri Kaufman, Muriel Robins & Michele Samson.  Our delicious 
Gefilte Fish was prepared by Zeva Cohn and topped by Sally Brianôs homemade 
Horseradish.  Our wonderful and sumptuous desserts were made by Alexandra Allen, Lori 
Bremner, Lee Morgan Brown, Eileen Daly,  Lori Goldman, Maxine Gordon, Eileen Greenberg, 
Lorri Kaufman, Bonnie Lasky, Celia Lenson, Marcia Levy, Michele Samson, Phyliss Schnairson, 
& Betsy Surtshin.  A big thank you goes to Bonnie Lasky for making such beautiful Spring flower ar-
rangements for each table.  We would also like to thank everyone who helped set up. 

dI ROSA PRESERVE:       Sisterhood is planning a tour and possible picnic at the di Rosa Preserve on 
Wednesday, June 24th.  Considered the most significant collection of Bay Area art in the world, the di 
Rosa Preserve: Art & Nature provides opportunities for creative enrichment and enjoyment of art and 
the environment year-round. The Preserve houses approximately 2,000 works of art by more than 800 
artists. A gift to the public from passionate art collector Rene di Rosa, the di Rosa Preserve is located 
on 217 scenic acres in Napa Valley.         Private tours are available and can be tailored to the needs 
and interests of our group. Options may include picnic on the property, extended time in the galleries or 
grounds, and specially trained guides.   Private tours are for three hours and the tour guide will show us 
whatever we are interested in. The private tour also allows for a picnic in their beautiful grove of 150 
year old olive trees, overlooking the Meadow with picnic tables.    Price for the private tour is $500.00, 
so we would have to have at least 20 women with a cost of $25.00 per person to make this option avail-
able.  The price will go down to $20.00 per person if we can get 25 women to attend.  We can take no 
more than 25 women on this tour.  Picnic lunch is not included in price.  Everyone should bring a bag 
lunch.  I need to get feedback and RSVPôs as soon as possible if you are interested, so that we can 
reserve the date.  This event is open to all women members of Congregation Shir Shalom and friends. 

BROWN BAGGERS & COOKIE MITZVAH:      This is just a reminder that we are doing the Brown Bag 
lunches for the homeless and less fortunate Friday, May 8th.  We meet in Burlingame Hall at 9:30 a.m. 
till 11:00 a.m.     Also, we are asking for volunteers to bake a batch of homemade cookies for these 
lunches.  The cookies need to be at Burlingame Hall by 9:30 a.m. the morning of May 8

th
.       We have 

had a huge success with volunteers from the Sisterhood and members of the Temple.  We really appre-
ciate your time and energy and kindness in helping members of the community less fortunate than our-
selves. 

MAH JONGG:    The Sisterhood would like to thank Katherine Black for so generously donating her 
grandmotherôs Mah Jongg set to our group. 

LUNCH BUNCH ñDINNERò:       Our next Lunch Bunch ñDinnerò is going to be Thursday, May 28
th

 at 
Taste of the Himalayas in their new private dining room.  For those of you that donôt eat ñcurryò, donôt 
worry, there are other choices!!!  Look for details to follow.   For more information and RSVPôs contact:   

Eileen Greenberg   

eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   

935-5880 

Sisterhood happenings  

 

More on Seder 
See page XX 

mailto:eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com


Passover forever reminds us of what we were and what 
we are impelled to become.  This is a powerful example to 
peoples everywhere that oppression is wrong; that mighty, 
but corrupt regimes can be brought down for good pur-
poses.   
 

Of course, this is not a recipe for revolution or insurgency, 
but it does remind us that our story is a transcendent one, 
with meanings for all peoples everywhere.  Pretty heady 
stuff, right?  Certainly enough to make us stand tall and 
proud! 
 

Shalom,  Sy 

Shir shalom school news 
Susan Jebrock 

Caring committee 
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Conclusion of  
Presidentõs Message  

The children's Purim Festival that preceded the 
Purim Spiel and Hot Dog Feast on March 13th 
was well attended and enjoyed!  We had stations 
for games, crafts, face painting, and haman-
taschen making and baking.  There was also a 
table of written activities, Purim stories, and infor-
mation about the holiday.  
 
At the March 27th Shabbat school meeting the 
students studied about Pesach and practiced the 
four questions.  The students also had an Israeli 
folk dance lesson. 
 
On Sunday, March 29th we had a school family 
field trip to the Contemporary Jewish Museum in 
San Francisco.  Six families attended (12 adults 
and 10 children!) and we had a docent led tour of 
the exhibit "80 Artists at the Passover Table."  The 
collection of beautiful, creative, unusual seder 
plates was awe inspiring. The children were very 
attentive and involved, and contributed to the dis-
cussion with their knowledge and their thoughtful 
questions.  Our tour was followed by an art work-
shop at which the children created their own 
pieces and set up their own "exhibit."   They each 
spoke bout the meaning of their artwork.  It was a 
fun, educational and inspiring event.  Many thanks 
to the Bureau of Jewish Education of San Fran-
cisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties 
for funding this museum trip. 

On April 10th the Primary and Shabbat 
school classes learned about and celebrated 
Pesach together.    

At our April 24th session the topic will be Israel, 
and we are planning for our next family Shab-
bat service and potluck dinner on May 8th to be a 
celebration of Israel Independence Day with Is-
raeli food, music and folk dancing. 

Registration for our program for next year begins 
this month, so make sure to tell all of your friends 
and neighbors about us--Shir Shalom's Jewish 
education program for children and their families 
right here in the Sonoma Valley! 

Susan Jebrock                                  
sjlj814@aol.com                                               938
-5425 

ðEsther Norton 
Passover Bag Deliveries 

 
Bob Lutolf as he does every year picked up 15 bags 
made up by Jewish Children & Family Servies in 
SantaRosa this past week.  These were 
delivered to   Merrill Gardens, Faha, Sonoma Hills, 
Avalon.  A bag was delivered to (at home ) person 
by a volunteer in Santa Rosa.Phyllis 
Schnairson helped with deliveries. 
I'm happy to arrange this because it is appreciated 
by all. 

òThere are people who make things happen, 

those who watch what happens, and those 

who wonder what happened.ó  

 
Be the Person Who Makes things happen! 

 
     Our Board is starting to plan for our An-

nual  Membership Meeting in June! Our Nominating 
Committee is just being formalized and is now ac-

cepting Nominations for the positions of Board 
members rotating off the Board.  We are looking for 
ñA Few Good Peopleò to envision, plan and make 

our future a reality!  Would you be one of those peo-
ple? Do you know a leader who can help our con-

gregation reach its potential?  

Please call Bonnie Lasky at 707-769-1778 to volun-
teer, to get more information, or to nominate some-

one to be a member of our board.   

mailto:sjlj814@aol.com


Take a look     (Tee a cook) 
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 2009 Community Seder 

Sisterhoodôs Smashingly Successful Seder Sizzles! 
 

ðAnn Clark 
ðBonnie Lasky, photos  

 
We gasped as we walked into Burlingame Hall on Thursday, April 9 ï the Hall was gorgeous!  All the 
round tables were draped in cheerful butter-yellow cloths, each table sporting a centerpiece of golden 
daffodils and purple irises.  Before long, every table was filled 
with nearly 150 happy, chattering guests:  our 2009 Commu-
nity Seder was a sold out event and, thanks to the efforts of the 
hosting Sisterhood (and specifically coordinators Eileen Green-
berg and Zeva Cohn, and the always -helping Bonnie Lasky) by 
eveningôs end every appetite, soul and heart were equally 
filled.  (Thanks to  
Bruce Cohnôs generous donation of three cases of wine, every 
glass was filled as well.) 
 
By way of introduction, Shir Shalomôs friend, Cantor Bella Bogart 
soulfully chanted the sederôs 14 steps, then Rabbi Gabriel, in Pesach proper silken kittel, took the helm 
(and trusty guitar!) to guide us through the blessings, songs, and rituals.  In his inimitable way, the Rabbi 
achieved just the right balance of sacred and silly, observing Pesachôs customs while ensuring that the 
assembled crowd ï many of whom who were first-time or now-and-then visitors ï was relaxed and en-
tertained. 
 
Members of the Congregation participated throughout the evening as well:  Highlights included Eileen 
Greenbergôs spirited re-imagining of the Passover story, and Rebbetzen-in-Training Pamela Sachs 
leading us all in Egyptian dancing as we belted out ñPharoah, Pharoahò to the tune of the 1960s song 
ñLouie Louie.ò  More solemn offerings were presented by Maralee Joseph, who chanted a 13th-century 
wine blessing; Neal Attinson, who led us in the Birkat Ha Mazon after eating; and Laura Clein, who 
read the blessing for the Counting of the Omer.  Joel Bremner contributed by cleverly finding the Afiko-
men and departing 15 quarters richer for his efforts. 
 
The festival meal was promptly served at 7:20 p.m., and the 
long lines moved swiftly as Broadway Caterers per- sonally 
served up fragrant plates of sauted chicken and roasted 
vegetables.  After the meal, those brave enough to ignore their 
Body Mass Index for the evening were treated to a dessert ta-
ble filled end-to-end with the Sisterhoodôs  cakes, cookies, 
chocolates, and delicious red-ripe strawberries ï a sweet end-
ing to a perfect meal. 
 
It was an evening of blessings:  We were blessed to be the beneficiaries of the Sisterhoodôs loving 
hands and hearts; blessed to be in each otherôs company, and blessed to have Shir Shalom -- a place to 
gather and, in community, observe our faithôs festivals.  As we read in the Rabbiôs touching farewell 
song from our beautiful Sonoma Haggadah, ñMay we beéblessed upon the road we take home; 
blessed to see one another again.ò  Amen. 
 
Next year (again) in Sonoma! 
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                                                                 -Ann Clark Attinson 

 

Compulsive Connectivity 

 
My mother strikes up conversations with absolutely any-
body, anywhere, about anything.  When I was a teenager 
I was mortified by this ï ñMom, thatôs so embarrassing!ò  
However, about 20 years ago I realized I had caught her 
affliction:  compulsive connectivity.  This includes saying 
ñhiò to everyone, issuing genuine compliments, and 
sometimes engaging in lengthy conversations with 
strangers.  All her life, my mom has been reaching out, 
creating connections where previously none existed and, 
I think, making the world a bit better for it. 
 
Because my mom is a shopper, most of her impromptu 
conversations take place in stores.  And because Iôm a 
walker ï racking up 20 to 30 miles a week ï most of mine 
take place right here in my neighborhood.  Today while 
walking I decided that there are three levels to compul-
sive connectivity:  The first is just saying ñhiò when you 
see or pass someone.  Many if not most of us do that; itôs 
common in a town like Sonoma.  (In fact, have you ever 
tried walking the Sebastiani path with a friend?  As it is 
customary to greet all passersby, your conversations 
tend to go something like this:  ñSo I was telling -- hi! -- 
him that we have to -- hey, how are ya?  -- get our tax 
information -- good afternoon! --  together and send it to -
- nice day!ò Cheerful but wearying.) 
 
The second level of connectivity is adding a comment:  
ñGood morning ï I love your garden!ò  And the third and 
most risky level would be actually asking a question of a 
stranger.  ñOoh nice hat, whereôd you get it?ò  Over time 
Iôve graduated to Level 3, and I have to warn you, it does-
nôt always turn out well.  Yesterday while walking I saw a 
man in his 30s with a long black cord tied to the back of 
his truck.  It looked like he was trying to pull his truck 
backwards with the cord.  Curious, I piped up, ñHi, 
whatcha doinô?ò  He glared at me and I know he wanted 
to tell me to mind my own business, or worse, but he re-
plied brusquely, ñStripping. Wire.ò  Sensing the negativity 
vibe, I said, ñAh, very clever,ò and skedaddled.   
 
Which brings us to demographics.  You might ask, Is 
there any particular gender or age group that is most 
likely to greet me back?  Yes ï men in their 60s and 70s 
are most friendly; people in their 20s seem to be least 
friendly.  Long ago I decided I would always say ñhiò to 
children, because I thought that to walk by without greet-
ing them would give them a picture of a hostile, sullen 
world.  So I still greet kids, even though sometimes I get  

News and views 
From The Observant Jew 

no reply.  (Of course, theyôve been taught 
not to talk to strangers, right?) 
 
This week as the weather is nicer and 
weôre out and about more, I suggest you 
try some compulsive connectivity of your 
own -- and stretch yourself a bit.  If youôre 
at Level 1, try adding a comment to your 
greeting; if at Level 2, add a question.  
(Weôll start a movement and call it ñSay It 
Forward.ò)  Remember it may not work out; 
on the other hand, you may be rewarded 
quite richly.  After all, Californians are a 
witty bunch.  When Neal and I were vaca-
tioning at Morro Bay we walked down to 
the pier and, spying a guy with rod and reel 
we cheerfully greeted him and, Level 3 
style, called out, ñHowôs the fishing?ò  He 
flashed a big smile and replied, ñFishinôs 
great!ò  As we started to walk away, he 
totally cracked us up by adding ñBut the 
catchinôs terrible!ò 
 
Times are tough, and these moments of 
happy connection are free ï but then Mom 
knew that all along.    

Conclusion from Ann, column 1  

Ponderings Conclusion  
from page 1 

eagles and our feet swift like young deer, we 
could never thank You adequately, Adonai, 
our God and God of our ancestors, to bless 
Your name for a ten-thousandth of the many 
myriads of times You granted favors to our 
ancestors and to us.ò 
 

If thatôs the case, then why bother? If God 
canôt be talked about, why do we keep talk-
ing? 
 

One answer, from Rebbe Nachman of 
Breslov, is, ñA little is also good.ò Since no-
body can really appreciate God on a Godly 
scale, that means a level praying field for eve-
rybody. But just as each thing helps us under-
stand its apparent opposite, perhaps our 
seemingly ceaseless God-talk is also one half 
of a whole picture: and why our most central 
prayer, repeated twice daily, begins: ñShema 
é Listen.ò 
 

Chodesh tov, 
 

Neal Ross Attinson 



Walking the Labyrinth:  

a Journey to the Center of the Self 
 

Sunday, May 17 
3:00 to 4:00p.m. 

 

Join our combined communities 

as we gather with Rabbi Rami Shapiro 

who will guide us in the spiritual practice of walking the labyrinth. 
First Congregational Church of Sonoma & Congregation Shir Shalom 

252 West Spain Street, Sonoma  

 

éé..a teaching from Rabbi Rami Shapiro: 

 

What is a labyrinth? In its prehistoric forms, labyrinths 

may have been used to catch evil spirits;today they are 

used to free holy thoughts. A labyrinth is a three dimensional 

metaphor of your life journey: entering the labyrinth 

of life at birth on the periphery, and proceeding in 

a circuitous route toward God/Self/Truth at the center. 

While often associated with Christianity, labyrinths are a 

universal contemplative practice that can be followed by 

anyone. 

 

Why walk a labyrinth? Humans are made to walk. The rhythmic act of putting one foot in front 

of the other puts you in a receptive state of mind where fresh insights into your life and how 

best to live it are uncovered. Walking a labyrinth specifically adds a dimension of pilgrimage 

and sacredness to your walking. You are walking in sacred space toward the center of yourself, 

toward that divine core that radiates as the psychophysical ñyou.ò The closer you come to the 

center the more translucent and even transparent that psychophysical you becomes and the 

more clearly the light of your divinity shines. 

 

How do I walk the labyrinth? It is important to realize that a labyrinth is not a maze. A maze is a 

puzzle to be solved, a labyrinth is a path to be walked. A maze requires choices: ñShould I turn 

to the right or to the left?ò A labyrinth is choice-less: the path is clear; all you need do is attend 

to it. Attention, not choice, is the key to walking the labyrinth and reaching the center. Lack of 

attention may take you off the path and return you to the periphery, and even if it doesnôt lack 

of attention will make it difficult to hear the still small voice of wisdom whispering to you as 

you walk. The labyrinth is walked at a comfortable pace, one that allows you to attend to the 

placing of your feet that you stay on the path, that keeps you aware of others on the path that 

you might make room for them, and that provides you with the interior space to listen to the 

wisdom of your divine self as your psycho-physical self surrenders to the joy of simply walking. 

In our exploration of the labyrinth with Rabbi Rami we will walk first and talk later, enriching 

our own walking of the labyrinth with insights from Judaism and other religions of the world. 

 
Suggested donation $5 

 

First Congregational Church,  (www.sonomacongregational.org) 996.7328 

Congregation Shir Shalom, (www.shir-shlom.org) 769.1778 

www.rabbirami.com 
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Here and there    (a hin und a hair) 

Congregation Shir Shalom and Lehrhaus Judaica present 
The Golden Age of Tutankhamun: 
A Preview of the de Young Exhibit 
 
For the first time in 30 years, the myth, magic and 
mystery 
of King Tut return to the Bay Area in June 2009 at the de 
Young Museum. Discover the history and culture of  
Egyptôs 18th Dynasty, culminating in the nine-year rule of 
the Boy King. Along the way, weôll ask a number of intriguing questions, only 
recently answered by Egyptologists: Who were Tutôs parents? What was his 
name at birth? Who was his wife and did he have children? Was he 
murdered? 
Weôll also offer in-depth discussion of the exhibit pieces, using the latest in 
digital education technology. Each artifact tells an amazing story and this 
course will share those stories with you before you go. Jehon Grist, Ph.D., 
Executive Director of Lehrhaus Judaica, will teach these classes. He earned 
his doctorate in Near Eastern Studies from UC Berkeley, where he was a 
Regents' Fellow. He has conducted field research in Israel, the Gaza Strip, 
and the Valley of theQueens in southern Egypt. 
When: 2 sessions: Tuesday July 14 & Wednesday July 15, 7:30 ï 9:00 P.M. 
Where: Burlingame Hall, 252 West Spain Street, Sonoma 95476 
Cost: $25; $20/members of Congregation Shir Shalom 
To pre-register please visit www.lehrhaus.org or call (510) 845-6420 
Pre-Registration is required by July 10, 2009. 
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Hi, I am Sasha Honigman and I am 
having my Bat Mitzvah on June 13, 2009. 
I have been with Shir Shalom since the 
beginning and was the first girl baby 
naming at the temple. I am very excited 
about my Mitzvah project. I have chosen 
to make tie dye tee shirts for the kids at 
the Valley of the Moon Childrenôs Home. 
These children end up at the Home if 
they are neglected or abused in their 
families. I would like to bring some joy to 
them by giving them a tee shirt with an 
inspirational quote on it to wear while 
they are at the Home or to wear when 
they go home to their families. Each tee 
shirt is $7.50 and I will make as many as 
I can raise donations for in the next few 
months. If you would like to join me in this 
mitzvah, please mail a check or send a 
few dollars to Sasha Honigman at 480 
Calle Del Monte, Sonoma, CA 95476. 
Thank you for helping me bring some 
happiness and hope to these children.   
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Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in  

 

May  

 
Sarah Alewitz  

Remembered by  
Robert & Linda Alwitt 
Moshe Alexandroni  

Brother-in-law of Jerry Sanders 
Fredrica Berlot   

Mother of Les Berlot 
Harry Robert Bremner  

Father-in-law of Lori Bremner 
Lee Caplan  

Remembered by  
Susan & David Reber 

Letty Daly  
Mother of Eileen Daly 

Florence Egger  
Mother of Howard Egger-Bovet 

Larry Giller   
Remembered by Joyce Revis 

Louis Goldstein   
Father of Norman Goldstein 

Margie Graff  
Michael Harf 

Brother of Robert Harf 
Richard Sanford Hyman   
Father of Ronald Hyman 

Michael Jebrock  
Remembered by Larry Jebrock 

Else Lehman  
Mother of Lotte Klugman 

Harold Levy   
Remembered by Marcia & Jim Levy 

Nathan Nelson   
Father of Irene Markey 

Bess Oberndorfer   
Grandmother of Lee Morgan Brown 

Sean Pettibone  
Remembered by Heidi Geffen 

Sally Phillips   
Remembered by Phillips Wagner 

Fannie Probst   
Grandmother of Barbara Insel 

Fred Rosenthal  
Father of Lotte Rosenberg 

Herbert Schein  
Husband of Lee Schein 

Joachim Shapira  
Father of Sonya Strahl 

Molly Siegel   
Mother of Zeva Cohn 

Rita Snyder   
Mother of Marc Snyder 
Ann Grossman Tabing   
Friend of Susan Jebrock 
Helen Marjorie Tanner  

Mother of Richard Lenson   
Gisela Feuer Unger  
Aunt of Peggy Feuer 

Hebrew  

6-7:30  

1st yr 

6:30-8pm 

2nd yr 
Erev 

Shavuot 

Noon-3pm 
Shavuot 
Family 
Retreat 

Noon-3pm 
Shavuot 
Family 

Retreat 
Noon-3pm 

Shavuot 
Retreat 

Rabbiôs 
Class 
See pageX 

Rabbiôs 
Class 
See pageX 
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ééééé.. invites you to join Rabbi Jack in an exploration of  

The Treasures of Judaism 
 

4 Mondays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the classroom at Shir Shalom 

252 W. Spain Street, on the grounds of First Congegational Church 

 

(Part 1 ï The 1st 1,000 years of Judaism, 1600 B.C.E. ï 600 B.C.E. 

Monday, April 27th ) 

 

Part 2 ï The 2nd 1,000 years, 600 B.C.E. ï 400 C.E.  

Monday, May 4th  

 

Part 3 ï The 3rd 1,000 years, 400 C.E. ï 1400 C.E. 

Monday, May 18th 

 

Part 4 ï The last 609 years, 1400 ï 2009 

Monday, June 8th  

   With readings, music and a touch of humor, we will look at Jewish history in a Pano-

ramic way and discover  ñThe Treasures of the Jewsò.  Each week weôll look at a par-

ticular epoch, read materials of that period and discuss it interactively. 

   The text the Rabbi recommends is:  Jews, God and History, by Max Dimont , but it is 

not necessary to read the book to enjoy the classes and to participate in the discus-

sions. 

The cost is $6 a session ï for members or non-members,  

This doesnôt really pay for the classes so private extra donations are welcome. 

Attend them all, or just a few. 

  

For further information or to sign up, please contact  

Susan Cohen at 939-6637  

or susancohen@ix.netcom.com.  

 

We appreciate advanced sign-up so the Rabbi will know how many copies to make. 

Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in 

 

June  

  
Celia Kaplan Aronstein  

Frank Blotcher  
Father of Ruth Adams 

Faye Braunstein  
Remembered by Jerold Rosenberg 

Anne Bunis  
Grandmother of Bruce Goldstein 

Sedelle Diamond  
Wife of Marvin Diamond 

Albert Gorbach  
Father of Howard Gorbach 

Edna Harf  
Mother of Robert Hart 

Andy Hastings  
Brother of Peggy Hammett 

Golda Jester  
Mother of Peggy Lipson 
Rose Marie Leppert  

Mother of Valerie Leppert 
Anne Lippman  

Wife of Paul Lippman 
Thelma Lutolf  

Mother of Robert Lutolf 
Oscar Markey  

Father of Willima Markey 
Bernard Nelson  

Brother of Irene Markey 
Albert Philllips  

Remembered byPhillips Wagner 
Sadie Pollock  

Mother of Esther Norton 
Rae Ellen Reasons  

Jack Segal  
Father of Sally Brian 

Allen Shainsky  
Brother of Muriel Robbins 

Phillip Shnairson  
Husband of Phyllis Shnairson 

Gertrude Smith  
Mother of Susan Cohn 

Max Stauber  
Father of Naomi Stauber 

Charlotte Tiefenthal  
Mother of Bill Tiefenthal 

Miriam Weingarten  
Sister of Esther Berlot 

 

 

 

5/2:   Double Portion: Acharei Mot & Kedoshim (Leviticus 16:1-20:27) 
5/9:   Emor (Lev. 21:1-24:3) - 3 Festivals, No Waiting 

5/16: Double Portion: Behar & Bechukotai (Lev. 25:1-27:34) 
5/23: Bamidbar (Numbers 1:1-4:20) - Head 'Em Up... 

5/30: Shavuot Special! The Book of Ruth 
 

6/6:    Naso (Num. 4:21-7:89) - Her Cheatin' Heart 
6/13:  Beha'alotecha (Num. 8:1-12:16) - ...Move 'Em Out! 

6/20:  Shelach L'cha (Num. 13:1-15:41) - Of Milk, Honey and Monsters 
6/27:  Korach (Num. 16:1-18:32) - Who's The Boss? 

Torah Portions for the week ending: 

The adult education committee ivitesrah Portions for the week ending: 
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 Board of Directors Meeting  24 February 2009 
In attendance:, Sam Friend, Sy Lenz, Lori Goldman, Mara Kahn, Gili Drori, Casey Tucker. Lee Schein, 
Bonnie Lasky, Adley Hochstadt, Susan Jebrock, Lorri Kaufman, Rabbi Jack Gabriel, David Schoenbach, 
Julie Diamond, Lori Bremner Excused: Lee Morgan Brown,  
 
Julie Diamond: Proposal: New Banner to cover cross in sanctuary during our services.  Requesting 
board approval to proceed with the further development of the banner.  She would like to finance this in 
conjunction with the other Bônai Mitzvah families and possibly other congregation donors.  Motion: board 
to endorse w/o making a financial commitment.  MSA 
Rabbiôs Dvar Torah: Self-sacrifice and transcendence heals 
Discussion and approval of January 2009 Board minutes: approved MSA 
Creation the ñShir Shalom Caring Committee Welfare Fundò has been completed: Donation checks 
can be made out to Shir Shalom Tzedakah fund 
Committee reports: 
Treasurer, Finance: $8k in Dec ô08 & Jan  ô09 due in large part to Syôs appeal letter.  David Schoen-
bach made a PayPal link on our website to allow donations to be made in this fashion.  Financial report 
was passed out.  

Childrenôs Education 

Susan: Last class was for Tu BôShevat followed by R. Jackôs Seder.  This weekôs class to include Peggy 
Feuer will teach art activities.  Field trip: tour of Jewish Museum in SF Sunday 3/29.  We will be getting 
some funds from the BJE for certain projects (as reimbursements).  BJE will pay for a consultant to 
evaluate our education program.  Board: we would like to have the report available for the annual meet-
ing.  Detailed school activities appear in the CSS newsletter.  3/21 proposed meeting for Bônai Mitzvahs 
for 09/10, parents and children @ R. Jackôs house. 
Primary Class update; Report read by Julie Diamond (Primary class teacher) 
Festivals Committee: Purim celebration and Passover/Community Seder 
Lee/Susan: Childrenôs activities 
Menôs club will sell hot dogs, chips, and sodas; menôs club will pay for supplies and will be donating back 
to congregation whatever is in excess of expense. 
Simka will play w/o charge. 
Passover: Lee requests Sisterhood confer with her or Bonnie to review details.  Bonnie has spoken with 
the Sisterhood.  Thurs. 4/9/09 
Bonnie will confer with Lee re: minor changes to schedule.  Bonnie will distribute the announcement to 
the congregation. 
Worship committee: Walking the Soulôs Labyrinth event w/FCC Sun 5/17 2:30-5pm.  Rabbi Rami 
(www.rabbirami.com).  Decision will be made as to suggested donation amt. 
Can have Lag BôOmer picnic on the same day from 11-1 prior to above event 
Membership New member event: This Sunday 4-6 @ Lori and Avramôs house.  88 fully paid member-
ship units, 7 courtesy, 3 associate, 21 committed but not yet paid or arranged. 
Pre-Development committee meeting: David Schoenbach volunteered to be the interim chair for this 
committee.  He plans to invite Dick Senn, Sandra Leib, and Mark Hummel to join the committee.   
JCF grant application: we requested 10k for the music festival in the spring of 2010. 
Space planning committee: FCC wants to extend the building the Adobe School and Thrift store sev-
eral feet toward the parking lot.  Adobe School will most likely need to relocate due to expansion of Thrift 
Store. FCC has invited CSS to partner with them in building a new structure on the property.  Another 
proposal was made allowing CSS to have ownership of a new structure on the FCC campus.  We will 
wait to see what FCC decides to do.   
Other issues: Feedback: URJ Kallah February 6-8 in Santa Clara: R. Jack gave brief report. 
Storage: alternatives to renting, shipping container to be considered 
Committee planning: should occur early in the calendar year: committee leaders should coordinate 
with Lee: proposal: 3/24 5:30 BYO Dinner  Annual Meeting date: 6/14/09 4-6pm 
Requesting donations of gently used items (not clothing) Sisterhood rummage sale in May. 
Adjourned: 8:45 

Summary of minutes of board of directorsõ meeting:   
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Big thanks to Baron Bernstein and Kristi Davis for 

their support of our newly designed website; and to 

Jeff Nyveen  for his masterful implementation. 

www.shir-shalom.org 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
We are happy to announce Congregation Shir Shalomôs new website http://www.shir-shalom.org is up and running 
and also the new E-mail Communication Software System.  You will no longer be receiving your CSS e-mail com-
munications via Egger-Bovet, Howard E-mail: heb@findthefunproductions.com .You will now received your e-
mail direct from Congregation Shir Shalom.  Please include this in your computer contact list so that these informa-
tive e-mails donôt go into your ñjunkò.  In the new E-mail System you will find a menu button that will allow you to 
update your e-mail address if it changes. Or ,if you prefer not to receive CSS e-mails, you can unsubscribe (but we 
hope you donôt unsubscribe)!                                               
 
We will be combining class and event information, notices and articles into one e-mail and send them out no more 
than once a week, if that.  This should also eliminate the problem with opening the pdf files.  We will be incorporat-
ing pictures into these e-mails ï you will need to click the menu button at the top if you want to see the pictures. 
 
We would like to thank Howard for his years of service keeping us informed and remind you not to send any 
items to him in the future to post..... Instead you may now send those items to info@shir-shalom.org.  If you have 
any questions, concerns or recommendations, please contact Bonnie Lasky ï bglasky@att.net, 707-769-1778. 
 
With that I will say Mazel Tov! to all of us for moving CSS into the future.......  

http://www.shir-shalom.org

