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Presidentôs Message 
  Sy Lenz  

ñIt Takes a Community to Daavenò 
 

There is a wonderful quote by President 
Jimmy Carter that says, ñGo out on a 
limb. Thatôs where the fruit is.ò  Iôve 
thought about this in relation to how we 
at Shir Shalom conduct our Prayer Ser-
vices. The most traditional way to lead 
Services is to get a prayer book, get a 
leader in front of the room, and to follow 
a predictable format. While this may be 
comforting to some, it also can be dead-
ening to others. 
 

Before I was a Rabbi, I was very involved 
in the Havurah movement.  The premise 
there was that a community of equals 
could create meaningful Judaism to-
gether.  Each week, a different group of 
three or four people would divide up the 
Service, including the sermon, and weôd 
go to different peopleôs homes for Fel-
lowship, Prayer and Onegs.  Sometimes, 
the results were great.  Sometimes the 
results were awkward.  Still, we enjoyed 
the process and we all benefited from the 
varieties of experiences that we shared. 
 

Iôd like to recreate some of that Havurah 
energy here. We only meet twice a 
month for Services. Up until now, I felt 
that as the Rabbi, I should create the 
whole experience for you.  The problem 
is no one else gets a chance to share 
their approaches to prayer or to practice 
their leadership skills. What Iôd like to do 
is to invite different people to co-lead the 
Service with me.  This will make the Ser-
vice more interesting and bring us closer 
together as a community.  I hope you 
volunteer or accept my invitation to work 
with me to evolve this style. I also hope 
that you commit to the once a month Sat-
urday Morning Service and the once a  

Concluded on page 7 

Rabbiôs Letter 
Jack Gabriel  

Tough timesé 
 

As we all know from all the reports in the 
media, hundreds of thousands of jobs 
are being lost to the economic crisis.  
This is being brought home to us in so 
many ways, publicly and privately. 
 

Besides jobs disappearing, savings in 
IRAôs and other retirement programs 
have lost so much value that people who 
thought that they had finally settled into 
an easy retirement have had to go back 
to work or drastically cut spendingé or 
both. 
 

Some of us are better off than others, but 
that is as it has always been.  What we 
were hoping for from the new administra-
tion in Washington now seems, in a 
sense, out of reach.  Even if our elected 
representatives of all persuasions sud-
denly put aside partisanship for coopera-
tion, the problems are so vast and varied 
that no miracles could lend us an easy 
path to recovery. 
 

The families of servicemen serving in 
harmôs way in Iraq and Afghanistan are 
dealing with tragic losses on a daily ba-
sis, with loved ones being maimed or 
killed.  At least for them, there is under-
standing on the military reservations, 
along with material support.  But how 
many of our families in our congregation 
are being directly touched?  Very few. 
 

Along the U.S. gulf coast, the devasta-
tion left by Hurricane Katrina is still so 
deeply affecting residents of Alabama, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas.  How 
many of us have been involved with re-
building the lives and livelihoods of those 
people?  Few, I suspect. 
 

 

Concluded on page 7 
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CONGREGATION  
SHIR SHALOM 

 

Rabbi Jack Gabriel 
 

Board of Directors 
Sy Lenz, President:  

996.4104 sylenz@comcast.net  
Bonnie Lasky,Vice President:  

769.1778 bglasky@comcast.net 
Casey Tucker, Secretary: 

539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net  
   Lori Bremner, Treasurer:  

363.1263 loribrem@gmail.com 
Lee Morgan Brown 

939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Gili Drori 

996.9605 drori@stanford.edu  
Sam Friend 

996.4412 sfriend@ehsd.co.contra-costa.ca.us  
Lori Goldman  

939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com  
Adley Hochstadt  

996.1389 adley@vom.com  
Mara Kahn 

935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Lorri Kaufman 

938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net 
Lee Schein 
938.5648 

David Schoenbach 
938.0110 davidsch@sonic.net  

 
 

School Director 
Susan Jebrock 

707.938.5425 Sjlj814@aol.com  
 
 
             

Newsletter Staff  
 Peggy Feuer, Editor 

 Bonnie Lasky, Photographer 
David Schoenbach, Website  

 

Items for newsletter are due the 16th of each month.  

Send to Peggy Feuer, P.O. Box 2248, Sonoma 95476  

or e-mail peggyf@vom.com 

Published monthly except July 

 
 

Congregation Website: www.shir-shalom.org   

Telephone: 707.935.3636 
 

  Contributions/Donations:  Send to  

  Congregation Shir Shalom, 

  252 West Spain Street, 

  Sonoma, California 95476  
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The Congregation Gratefully            

Appreciates Generous Donations  

General Fund                                                                      

Robert and Linda Alwitt                                   
Lori Barron                                                  
Zeva Cohn                                             

Donald and Judith Feiner                                        
Bruce Goldstein and Vicki Hill                       
Gary and Eileen Greenberg                           

Peggy Hammett & Rudy Lacoe               
Sidney and Vivian Konigsberg,                   

Jewish Community Endowment Fund                                          
Leonard and Sandra Leib 

Sy and Harriet Lenz                                         
Marcia and James  Levy                                

Dr Michael and Peggy Lipson                        
Esther  Norton                                             

Daniel Sondheim and Chalon Bridges        
Carl Speizer 

Eugene and Shirley Spivak 

Yahrzeit  

From Lynn Blankfort and Steven Martin                       
in memory of Elmer Berry                       

From B. Delano & Betty Debaryshe                            
in memory of Lawrence Giller  

 

From Dr Larry and Susan Jebrock                              
in memory of Merle T. Levine  

From Steve & Deborah  Swett                                   
in memory of Miriam Lucas 



WAITING FOR YOUR CALL  
Committee and Activity Chairs  

Adult Education 
         Susan Cohen 939.6637 susancohen@ix.netcom.com  
         Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519 phylsh@netzero.net 
Childrenõs Education  
         Amy Hummel-Alper 939.9701 aaalper@hotmail.com  
         Casey Tucker  539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net 
Caring  
        Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net 
        Pamela Sachs 938.7001 psk219@aol.com 
Calendar Maven   
        Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net 
Development  
        Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com 
Directory & Roster 
        Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Dues & Finance 
        Lori Bremner 996.9829 loribrem@gmail.com  
Festivals, Family Shabbat 
       Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Liaison JCA  
       Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net 
Membership 
         Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Menõs Club 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Music & Art Festival 
          David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Newsletter Noodge 
          Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com 
Office Manager 
          Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinators 
         Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com 
         Michele Samson 933.8512 ems3478@hotmail.com  
Shamash 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
          Sam Friend 996.4412  
Sisterhood  
          Eileen Greenberg   935.5880                                                           
          Eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   
          Lorri Kaufman  938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net  
          Michele Samson  933.8512  ems3478@hotmail.com 
Social Action 
        Sally Brian 996.3355 sbrian@sbcglobal.net 
        Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com  
        Laura Clein 938.3858 sales@consciousconsignment.com 
Volunteers 
         Bonnie Lasky 769.1778  bglasky@aol.com 
         Barbara Sachs-Senn  933.9794  barbsachs@aol.com 
Website 
        David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Worship  
           Henry Lasky 769.1778 jhlasky@comcast.net                      
           Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net 
Yahrzeit 
          Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@earthlink.net 
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MAZEL TOV!  
 

 

Ethan Daniel Greenberg 

Born Feb 1st, 7:43am 

7 lbs 6 oz 21 inches 

 

Proud Parents:  

Dr. Marla Ferschl & Dr. Jason Greenberg 

Proud Grandparents:  

Eileen and Gary Greenberg 

 

 

A baby is God's opinion  

that the world should go on. 

~Carl Sandburg 

Thank You!  
Todah Rabah!  

February Sponsors 
 

Howard  and Karen Sapper  
for sponsoring the Kiddush 

In honor of his mother, Evelyn Sapper  
moving to Sonoma 

 

Gary and Eileen Greenberg  
for sponsoring the Oneg  

In honor of the birth of their grandson  

mailto:susancohen@ix.netcom.com
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Sisterhood happenings  

 
 
We would like to thank all of you who so generously volunteered to help make lunches and to those 
of you who volunteered to bake cookies for the Brown Baggers this month.  Without your support this 
wonderful program would not happen.  We would also like to thank Lee Shein for her generous help 
and time in supplying the bread for the sandwiches. 
 
 We also had quite a successful ñLove Your Sisterò Valentine luncheon at the Swiss Hotel last week.  
A good time was had by all and we look forward to planning more luncheons and dinners for the Sis-
terhood ñLunch Bunchò. 
 
 Sisterhood is overseeing the Second Night Passover Seder April 9

th
.  Look for a notice asking for 

volunteers to make charoset and desserts. 
 
 Itôs that time of year to renew your membership to ñSisterhoodò.  Dues are $20.00 and are due by 
March 1, 2009  and good through June, 2010.  Please send your check for $20.00 to Zeva Cohn, 147 
St. James Drive, Sonoma, CA 95476.  Join the Sisterhood and become a part of a special group of 
women that make a difference. 
 
 Also planned is a ñLearn to make Fleece Blanketsò night on Tuesday, March 3

rd
 from 7:00 ï 10:00 

p.m. in Burlingame Hall.  Susan Cohenôs neighbor is part of the Blanket Brigade, which is making 
fleece blankets to donate to charities or to make for personal use.  These blankets are so easy  to 
make and look beautiful and cozy.  You can make them for your children, grandchildren or for your-
self.  They are really simple to make, so come learn and if youôd like to start a blanket that evening, 
youôll need 2 pieces of l l/2 yards each of fleece for a child size blanket, or 2 pieces of 2 yards each 
for an adult size lap blanket.  You can buy the fleece at Hancockôs in Napa (which is now having a 
huge sale on fleece), or any fabric store.  Also, youôll need a sharp pair of scissors and if you have a 
yard stick, bring it along.  No sewing involved. 
 
 If you have any questions regarding this project, please call Susan Cohen @ 939-6637. 
 
 If you would like to attend this fun evening of an ñeasyò project and great company, please  
RSVP to 
Eileen Greenberg 
eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com 
935-5880 
 
 Susan Cohen and I joined a group of women from The First Congregational Church in Burlingame 
Hall to help make ñbrown bagò lunches for the homeless and needy.  We thought it would be a good 
idea for the Sisterhood of Shir Shalom to help participate in this wonderful program.  We need five 
volunteers once a month from 9:30 ï 11:00 a.m. on the 3

rd
 Friday of the month.  We hope you will 

join us in doing this wonderful ñmitzvahò for our beautiful community of Sonoma.   
 
 Please RSVP to me and let me know which days you would like to sign up. 
Eileen Greenberg 
eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com 
935-5880 

Correction to new css directory  

Michael and Erika Zuntz correct email is:  

michaelzuntz@comcast.net  

mailto:eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com
mailto:eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com


Shir shalom school news 
Susan Jebrock 

Erik & Lorraine Aho  
daughter Naomi 

  

Julie Atwood  
 

Jan Bianchi  
  

       Baron Bernstein & Kristi Davis  
sons, Gabe and Jonah  

 

       Brent & Jennifer Bernstein-Lewis   
daughter Rebecca  

 

 Richard Bien  
 

Lynn Blankfort  
 

       Bogart Bella  & Dillon Walsh  
 

Brendan Cohen  
 

       Joseph Cutler Ellen Schwartz-Cutler  
children Sophia and Simon  

 

Donald & Shirley Diamond  
 

Julie Diamond  
daughter Sasha  

 

 Judy & Barry Evans  
 

       Beth and Michael Evkhanian  
son Gabriel  

 

Sharon Garell  
 

 Saul Gropman & Anne Moller-Racke  
daughter Hannah 

  

Anne Katz  
   

Sheldon & Maddy Leader  
 

Jim Ledwith  & Cathy Gellepis  
   

 Dania Massey  
son Noah 

 

Reva Metzger  
 

       Ladd & Lisa Lawrence-Miyasaki  
children Sophie and Ben  

 

Howard  Morris 
  

       Holly Reppert & Lillian Sachs 
   

Rickie Roark  
 

 Evelyn Sapper  
 

       Larry & Jackie Slayen  
   

Carl Speizer 
 

 Sabina Stoltz  & Aaron Thornton  
sons Jonah and Joshua  

 

Welcome  

new and returning members 
-turn the page for a few highlights- 
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Our first class session in February featured 
learning about and celebrating the New Year 
of the Trees: Tu B'Shevat.  The students 
read about the origins of the holiday, studied 
sections of Torah that speak of caring for the 
environment, and planted parsley seeds to 
grow their own herbs for Pesach.  Our Tu 
B'Shevat seder was held following our 
monthly family Shabbat service.  Rabbi Jack 
prepared a special Haggadah for the seder 
that explained the ritual of the 7 species of 
fruits, nuts and grains and the custom of 
drinking four symbolic cups of wine 
(grape juice, in our case!) and included origi-
nal (written by Rabbi Jack!) and traditional 
songs. It was a meaningful, festive, and deli-
cious event!  In our second session on Feb-
ruary 27th we will have a guest art teacher, 
our own Peggy Feuer, who will work with 
students on their family tree projects. 

At our family Shabbat service and pot luck 
this month we will celebrate Purim.  Watch 
for your invitation, and if you would like to 
participate in planning, set up, or clean up 
please contact Susan at sjlj814@aol.com 
asap! 

We are also looking forward to a school field 
trip to the Contemporary Jewish Museum in 
San Francisco on March 29.  The school 
parents and children will have a docent led 
tour of the exhibit, "New Works/Old Story: 80 
Artists at the Passover Table", and will par-
ticipate in an art-making workshop. 

For more information about the school 
please contact Susan Jebrock at 
sjlj814@aol.com or 938-5425. 

Thank you for reading!   

Susan 

mailto:sjlj814@aol.com
mailto:sjlj814@aol.com


Take a look     (Tee a cook) 
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Gwen and Larry Watson have 

enjoyed living and working in the 
Sonoma Valley for twenty-two 
years. We have raised two 

daughters here, Mikaela , age 21 

and Aria , age 17. We felt fortunate 

to enroll our daughters in the Shir 
Shalom religious school when the 
program first began. Mikaela 
became a Bat Mitzvah in June, 
2001 and Aria in May, 2005.Mikaela 
is currently enjoying her junior year 
at UC Davis, where she is pursuing 
a double art major- Studio Art 
and Technocultural Studies. Aria is 
finishing her senior year at Sonoma 
Valley High School, where she runs 
on the cross country and track  
teams, and follows in her sister's 
footsteps with an impressive 
academic record. She is planning to 
major in Design when she begins 
college next year. 
Larry works as a graphic designer 
and photographer at the Santa 
Rosa Press Democrat. He also 
enjoys home winemaking. Larry did 
a terrific job designing our poster 
and logo for our Jewish Music 
Festival. Gwen is currently in her 
twenty-sixth year of teaching, which 
she passionately loves. Third grade 
is her favorite, and that's what she 
teaches at Prestwood Elementary. 
Gwen is also our Liaison to JCA. 

As a family, the Watsons 
love visiting museums, 
hiking and camping, 
their cats and garden, 
and spending time with a 
large extended 
family. 
They appreciate a 
renewed involvement in 
the Shir Shalom 
community, after a few 
years away. 
 

Erik, Lorraine and Naomi Aho 
Erik was raised in Oregon and graduated 
from Oregon State University and 
Northwestern School of Law. 
Lorraine was born in the Bay Area, but 
grew up in Oregon, and graduated from 
Oregon State University. Her great-
grandfather, Wolf Belopolsky, was a rabbi 
and president of the synagogue in Brooklyn 
after emigrating from Kiev, Ukraine. 
Erik and Lorraine moved to Marin County in 
1991 and were married on Mt. Tamalpais 
in July 1992. They moved to Sonoma 

in 2001 and Naomi Madeleine Barrett 
Aho was born April 1, 2004. Together, Erik 
and Lorraine started Aho & Associates 
Forensic Accountants in 2006 and became 
Certified Fraud Examiners in 2007. 
Erik hiked Mt. Whitney in 2008 and is 
looking for his 2009 hiking challenge. He 
occasionally plays trumpet with the Sonoma 
Hometown Band and drives his 1976 
Cadillac Eldorado convertible in the Sonoma 
parades.  
Lorraine enjoys singing with the 
Sonoma Valley Chorale and volunteering as 
Treasurer for the Sonoma Valley Mothers 
Club.  
Naomi is a preschooler at Old Adobe 
Preschool and attends the Shir Shalom 
Shabbat School. 

Lynn Blankfort 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was born and raised in San 
Francisco attending Alamo, 
Presidio and Lowell public 
schools. I attended the University 
of Colorado and graduated from 
USC. I lived in Los Angeles for 
four years, Rochester New York 
for 3 years and returned to the 
Bay Area in 1973 and have lived 
in Mill Valley ever since. 
I am crazy about baseball - my 
dad use to take me to all the 
Giants games and rarely miss a 
day at the park. 
I have two married children 
and two granddaughters. My 
husband, Steven Martin, has a 26 
years old daughter, Mather, who 
lives in Los Angeles.  
We bought our home in Sonoma 
in 2001 and each year spend 
more and more time here. 


