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Notes from a future Past Presidenté 
 
This will be my last message as your Presi-
dent, and I look forward happily to a year of 
serving as an advisor to the new President 
and the Board of Directors.  If you care about 
numbers, I have been a Board member for ten 
of the last thirteen years and President for 
eight years in two separate periods of service. 
 

It is past due time for others to accept leader-
ship roles.  According to our by-laws, 
members can serve on the Board for up 
to six years continuously, and I could 
have stood for two more years. By leav-
ing the Board, I believe I will be encour-
aging others to come forward.  
 

As this is a sort of valedictory message, 
permit me to say that in a number of 
ways, we are on the cusp of a new and 
more positive stage in Shir Shalom‘s 
life as a congregation.  
  

1. We have demonstrated that we are re-
sourceful and resilient, having managed 
to find and replace talented spiritual lead-
ers, while we continue to grow. 

2.  We undertook to produce a Jewish Music 
and Art Festival that surprised and de-
lighted our members and others, an event 
that took great energy and ingenuity to be 
successful. 

3. Our Festival celebrations continually show 
the enthusiasm that produces sell-out par-
ticipation. 

4. Our religious school has successfully 
rolled out a new beginning class for 
youngsters that has had the added benefit 
of producing new membership units. 

5. We are making great strides in communi-
cation, with a vital Shir Shalom Website 
that continually updates members and  
 

Rabbi‘s Letter 
Jack Gabriel  

Concluded on page 5 

  

See Where G!D Deploys You 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
April and May have been very chal-
lenging months for me, on many 
levels. As you probably know, some 
of the hardest working Board Mem-
bers of Shir Shalom, people who 
have guided our well being for a 
long time, are stepping back to do 
other things and to let 
others step forward. This 
is never an easy situation 
for a Congregation. 
Hopefully, in the T.O.O. 
(Time of Obama), some 
of you, Democrats AND 
Republicans, will step 
forward and navigate us 
to even higher heights. 
By the time you get this 
newsletter, perhaps we 
will have more than  enough great 
candidates for the Board.  If not, 
please call me and let's talk about 
whether you would be a good candi-
date to help bring the next new 
Golden Age to Shir Shalom. As I 
write this, I am in Colorado. I came 
ostensibly to see my son David, my 
pre-Bar MItzvah boychick, and to do 
music in Fort Collins.  I have a new 
Recoding project under way, my 
first one in ten years, and Fort 
Collins was where I did my last two 
studio albums. So, I told friends that 
I was going to work on some tracks 
here. As the Yiddish saying  goes, 
"A Mensch tracht und Gut Lacht"; A 
man thinks and plans, and G!D 
laughs. 

DATE & TIME 

CHANGE 

for 

Annual 

Congregation 

Meeting 

to  

June 28th 

2:00-4:00pm 

Concluded on page 7 



CONGREGATION  
SHIR SHALOM 

 

Rabbi Jack Gabriel 
 

Board of Directors 
Sy Lenz, President:  

996.4104 sylenz@comcast.net  
Bonnie Lasky,Vice President:  

769.1778 bglasky@att.net 
Casey Tucker, Secretary: 

539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net  
   Lori Bremner, Treasurer:  

363.1263 loribrem@gmail.com 
Lee Morgan Brown 

939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Gili Drori 

996.9605 drori@stanford.edu  
Sam Friend 

996.4412 sfriend@ehsd.co.contra-costa.ca.us  
Lori Goldman  

939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com  
Adley Hochstadt  

996.1389 adley@vom.com  
Mara Kahn 

935.6272 marakahn@gmail.com 
Lorri Kaufman 

938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net 
Lee Schein 
938.5648 

David Schoenbach 
938.0110 davidsch@sonic.net  

 
 

School Director 
Susan Jebrock 

707.938.5425 Sjlj814@aol.com  
 
 
             

Newsletter Staff  
 Peggy Feuer, Editor 

 Bonnie Lasky, Photographer 
David Schoenbach, Website  

 

Items for newsletter are due the 16th of each month.  

Send to Peggy Feuer, P.O. Box 2248, Sonoma 95476  

or e-mail peggyf@vom.com 

Published monthly except July 

 
 

Congregation Website: www.shir-shalom.org   

Telephone: 707.935.3636 
 

  Contributions/Donations:  Send to  

  Congregation Shir Shalom, 

  252 West Spain Street, 

  Sonoma, California 95476  
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The Congregation Gratefully            

Appreciates Generous Donations 

General Fund                                                                

From Katherine Black                                             
From Bella Bogart  

for Jewish Music Festival                                   
In honor of Lottie Rosenberg's birthday                        

From Maxine Brownstein  
in honor of Donald Diamond 80th birthday     

From Heidi Geffen                                                 
From Sy and Harriet Lenz                                        

From Merrill Gardens                   

Education Fund                                         

From Lottie Rosenberg                                        
In honor of Donald Diamond's 80th birthday                                                                          

Yahrzeit                                               

From Lori Bremner                                                      
In memory of Harry Robert Bremner                                                           

From Zeva Cohn                                                         
In memory of Molly Siegel                              

From Marvin Diamond                                        
In memory of Frieda Diamond Poler            
From Dr Larry and Susan Jebrock                             

In memory of 
Michael Jebrock, brother of Larry and            

Ann Grossman Tabing, friend of Susan                                
From Lottie Rosenberg                                      

In memory of Fred Rosenthal 
From Phillips Wagner                                        

In memory of Sally Phillips    



WAITING FOR YOUR CALL 
Committee and Activity Chairs  

Adult Education 
         Susan Cohen 939.6637 susancohen@ix.netcom.com  
         Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519 phylsh@netzero.net 
Childrenõs Education  
         Amy Hummel-Alper 939.9701 aaalper@hotmail.com  
         Casey Tucker  539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net 
Caring  
        Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net 
        Pamela Sachs 938.7001 psk219@aol.com 
Calendar Maven   
        Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net 
Development  
        Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com 
Directory & Roster 
        Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@gmail.com 
Dues & Finance 
        Lori Bremner 996.9829 loribrem@gmail.com  
Festivals, Family Shabbat 
       Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Liaison JCA  
       Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net 
Membership 
         Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Menõs Club 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Music & Art Festival 
          David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Newsletter Noodge 
          Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com 
Office Manager 
          Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinators 
         Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com 
         Michele Samson 933.8512michelesamson@sbcglobal.net  
Shamash 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
          Sam Friend 996.4412  
Sisterhood  
          Eileen Greenberg   935.5880                                                           
          Eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   
          Lorri Kaufman  938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net  
          Michele Samson 933.8512 michelesamson@sbcglobal.net 
Social Action 
        Sally Brian 996.3355 sbrian@sbcglobal.net 
        Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com  
        Laura Clein 938.3858 sales@consciousconsignment.com 
Volunteers 
         Bonnie Lasky 769.1778  bglasky@att.net 
         Barbara Sachs-Senn  933.9794  barbsachs@aol.com 
Website 
        David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Worship  
           Henry Lasky 769.1778 jhblasky@att.net                      
           Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net 
Yahrzeit 
          Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@att.net 
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MAZEL TOV! 

To the Ganza Meshpucha 
To the whole family 

 

Please join  
Julie Diamond and Robert Honigman 

when their daughter,  
 

 Sasha Honigman  
 

will become a Bat Mitzvah 
June 13, 2009  

10:30 AM 
 

The Congregation is invited  
to share the simcha at a 

Kiddush  
immediately following the  service 

 

please rsvp to  
shbatmitzvah@yahoo.com 

by May 15 

‗An occasion becomes a 
simcha  

When shared with friends‘ 
 
 

Please join us when  

Joel Joseph Bremner 
Becomes a Bar Mitzvah 

Saturday, July 11, 2009 
10:30 a.m. 

 
 

The Bremner family 
Invites the congregation for 

Kiddush and Lunch 

mailto:susancohen@ix.netcom.com
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—Eileen Greenberg 

DI ROSA PRESERVE 

Sisterhood is planning a tour at the di Rosa Preserve on Wednesday, June 24th.  Considered the most 
significant collection of Bay Area art in the world, the di Rosa Preserve: Art & Nature provides opportuni-
ties for creative enrichment and enjoyment of art and the environment year-round. The Preserve houses 
approximately 2,000 works of art by more than 800 artists. A gift to the public from passionate art collec-
tor Rene di Rosa, the di Rosa Preserve is located on 217 scenic acres in Napa Valley. 
 
 This tour is 2 hours and provides time in the Main Gallery, di Rosa Residence, Courtyard and North-
lawn.   
 
 Cost is $15 for the tour and we will go out for lunch afterwards.  We didn‘t get enough response to have 
a private tour and picnic, so we‘ve opted to do the general tour and go out for lunch in Napa.  

Please RSVP if you plan to attend. 

 

 BROWN BAGGERS & COOKIE MITZVAH 

This is just a reminder that we are doing the Brown Bag lunches for the homeless and less fortunate 

Friday, June 12th.  We meet in Burlingame Hall at 9:30 a.m. till 11:00 a.m.  Please RSVP if you 

plan to attend. 
 
  
 Also, we are asking for volunteers to bake a batch of homemade cookies for these lunches.  The 
cookies need to be at Burlingame Hall by 9:30 a.m. the morning of June 12

th
. 

 
 We have had a huge success with volunteers from the Sisterhood and members of the Temple.  We 
really appreciate your time and energy and kindness in helping members of the community less fortu-
nate than ourselves. 

 
  

 CONGREGATION SHIR SHALOM TEMPLE PICNIC 

Sponsored by Sisterhood & Men‘s Club 

 

 Save the Date – August 2
nd

 Morton‘s Warm Springs 

 
  
           For  more information and RSVP‘s contact: 

Eileen Greenberg  eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com  935-5880 

 
  
  

Sisterhood happenings  

mailto:eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com


Shir shalom school news 
Susan Jebrock 
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Rabbiõs Letter  
Conclusion from page 1 

The Thursday before leaving, I went on an uncustom-
ary, late night computer surf. I Googled up the New 
York Times, in search of news about my Toronto 
Blue Jays and Denver Nuggets. Instead, I saw a 
news headline that caught my eye, about a terrible, 
senseless murder of a young coed in Connecticut. I 
don't usually stop to read about these kinds of 
crimes, but her name, Johanna Justin-Jinich, stopped 
me cold. I couldn't  believe it. Johanna was my stu-
dent at Sunday School in Fort Collins ten years ago. I 
did her Bat Mitzvah, and her sister Leah's. Her dad 
was my Primary Care Physician. I was good friends 
with her mom, Ingrid, and her grandmother Renate, 
who was a Holocaust Survivor from Germany. How 
could this happen to Johanna? After my shock sub-
sided, I decided to call her mother the next morning. I 
still had her old office number, but when I called to 
leave a message, the secretary said her supervisor 
would not allow it. I asked to speak to him. He told 
me the press was phoning constantly, from every-
where, and he just couldn't help me. I identified my-
self as her Rabbi, and he relented a little bit. He said 
if she called in, he would pass on my cell phone num-
ber. Then I called an old friend, who had tutored 
Johanna for her Bat Mitzvah and she eventually put 
me in touch with Ingrid. I offered to visit her and 
Leah, since I (quite amazingly) would be in Fort 
Collins this week. 

Without going into the details, when I got to Fort 
Collins, my recording sessions had been mysteri-
ously canceled, so I had no real reason to have 
come. Except, I did spend important time with Leah, 
counseling her and answering the questions I could. 

My mentor and dearest friend Reb Zalman teaches 
that wherever you are, "See where G!D has deployed 
you". That's what I thought of, when I left Fort Collins. 
I was deployed there for a reason, but not the one I 
had imagined. 

I don't want to trivialize or misappropriate what I've 
just told you, However, I would like you to consider, 
why have you been "deployed" at Shir Shalom, as a 
friend or member? Is it, perhaps, to make sure that 
Sonoma has a living, breathing, growing, loving Con-
gregation? Is it to give your gifts to us all, in leader-
ship, or volunteering, or financial support, or Tikkun 
Olam?  

See left for conclusion 

As this school year draws to a close I'd like to 
thank all of the families for their support, partici-
pation, and help in making this a year of excellent 
school attendance, vibrant holiday celebrations, 
and warm family Shabbats.  At the last session of 
this year on June 12th classes will start at the 
usual time but end at 5:30 PM, when we will 
gather together the children, parents, and teach-
ers for an end of the year ceremony.  We will 
also welcome Shabbat with songs, blessings, 
and kiddush, but will not have a pot luck sup-
per.  On Saturday, June 13, Sasha Honigman 
will become a Bat Mitzvah, and we are all excited 
for her and her family and proud of her accom-
plishments! 

The planning for next year is in process, and 
we pleased to announce that our teachers will all 
be returning. We will continue our monthy family 
Shabbat celebrations, popular pot luck suppers, 
and holiday parties  We will have a parent meet-
ing on September 9th and the first Shabbat 
School session will be on September 11.  The 
entire calendar, including the days and times for 
Hebrew class, will be announced shortly.  Regis-
tration forms have been sent, and we ask the 
continuing families to please return them by June 
12th.                                                                  
We welcome new students, ages four to four-
teen, so please tell your friends and neighbors 
about our wonderful Jewish education pro-
gram right here in the Sonoma Valley! For more 
information contact Susan Jebrock, Director of 
Education, sjlj814@aol.com 

I can't answer this for you, but I hope you take a 
good look at what I and this Congregation offer 
you, and add your part to what it takes for us to be 
a real Community of Friends. 

With Many Blessings, and Holy Wishes for your 
Well Being and Health, 

Rabbi (Ya'acov) Jack Gabriel  

"Our Children are Our Future" 
Become a member of the children's education committee  

and help shape Jewish education  
for the future generation of our congregation. 

Please contact Gili 415.637.8819 or Amy 



Take a look     (Tee a cook) 
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Friend and long-time Shir Shalom member Esther Norton is now  staying at home, with full-time assis-
tance. Esther sounds and looks good; sense of humor intact! However, Rabbi Jack tells us that this 
would be a good time for all of us to direct our healing prayers and energies to her. Esther mentioned 
that at  92 years, she has had a wonderful life, and much to be grateful for.   
 
On Mother‘s Day weekend, her family was here in Sonoma 

with her. She said she had a terrific time! 
  

We have asked Esther what her greatest need is at this time; 
meals are taken care of.  Esther would appreciate our brief 
visits. Since we don't want to inundate her, please call her 

before visiting.  
We want to check in with her to make sure that her  

visitor quota hasn't been reached for the day.  
Her phone number is: 996-4871. 
   
Loving wishes in the form of greeting cards would be cheer-
ful. Send these to Esther at :  
50 Park Lane 
Sonoma, CA 95476 
  
As you know, Esther has *been* the Caring Committee up 
until very recently. We can let her know with our prayers, vis-
its, phone calls and/or cards that we are holding her close in 
our hearts -- just as she has done for so many others of us 
through the years. 

 

 

 

                      Artistic Luxury 

Eight sisters of the Shir Shalom Sisterhood (Sally 
Brian, Zeva Cohn, Eileen Greenberg, Lorri Kauf-
man, Carol Marcuse, Sharon Garell, Maxine 
Gordon, and Michele Samson) trekked, by car, of 
course, to the San Francisco Palace of the Legion 
of Honor Museum to feast their eyes on ―Artistic 
Luxury: Faberge, Tiffany, Lalique. Rivals at the 
Paris World‘s Fair of 1900, they are together again 
for us to compare – the three greatest jewelry and 
decorative art designers from the 20

th
 century.‖ We 

were sponsored by and later escorted through the 
exhibit with the most knowledgeable connoisseurs 
of jewelry and art with Spirits in Stone: Laura Pon-
ter, Co-founder; Leslie Tribe, Jewelry Curator; 
Didier Jacquet, Assistant to Anthony Ponter, co-
founder and CEO; and Domenica Moore, Sales  

 

 and Customer Service Representative. Carol Bon-
noitt, also attended, an Art and Jewelry Collector  
 and friend of Spirits in Stone. They knew                            
the history, the uniqueness of the gemstones in the 
jewelry, as well as many of the other pieces dis-
played.  

At the end of our tour, we were escorted to 
the Café to be joined with the other guests of Spir-
its in Stone to enjoy bubbly beverages and mini 
fruit tarts and discuss our ―eyemazing‖ experi-
ences.  

Thank yous go to Bonnie Lasky (who was 
unfortunately unable to attend, due to Henry‘s birth-
day (Happy Birthday, Henry) and to Spirits in Stone 
for a most ―eye-pleasing‖ afternoon.  

This exhibit remains through May 31, 2009, 
and I highly recommend it.   

—Maxine Gordon 
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Welcoming the Stranger 
 

―Anyone can be a spiritual person when God just shows 
up and appears to them, but a more meaningful measure 
of our spiritual depth is how we receive the stranger, 
even a dusty pagan, like Abraham did. How well we wel-
come guests, all guests, is our highest spiritual prac-
tice….‖ – Rabbi Chai Levy, Kol Shofar 
 

Sometimes just before the Torah study group gathers at 
our house, I sweep the front walk and driveway.  I went 
out to do that one Saturday and noticed that unsightly 
piles of dead leaves had accumulated beneath the two 
bushes at the entrance to our apartment building.  I 
asked Neal to get the rake from the shed and, leaving 
both the main front door open and the door to our apart-
ment, I went to the back of the house to get the dustpan. 
 

When I came back to the front of the house, there was a 
strange man in the foyer. 
 

Although I am somewhat cautious by nature, I wasn't 
alarmed by his sudden appearance; he seemed gentle. 
He was modestly but neatly attired.  All of my instincts 
said, "He's okay."  He was tall and, as Neal says, had 
"classic Mayan features."  He was holding an envelope 
on which was written some notes, and asked if we knew 
where "Summers McCann" was.  We live one door from 
Broadway, but if that was a nearby business I didn't rec-
ognize the name.  In a soft voice with a lovely accent he 
told me that he had lost his wallet earlier in the week and 
a woman found it and called him.  He was trying to locate 
this woman but couldn't find the "yellow house with picket 
fence" she described.  We saw that he had her phone 
number on the envelope so Neal went to retrieve the 
phone so the man could call her again.   
 

While Neal was inside, the man and I talked.  He ex-
plained that his immigration papers were in his wallet, 
that it would cost $300 to replace them, that he had sev-
eral job interviews the following week, and that he really 
needed those papers.  Neal brought the phone, he called 
the woman, and she told him she was further down 
Broadway, near the high school.  The morning was al-
ready warm.  Because we were setting up for our study 
session, Neal had had a water bottle in his hand and of-
fered it to the man for his walk down Broadway.  With a 
heart-melting smile, he gladly accepted the water, then 
held out his hand and said, "I'm Hector.  I'm so glad for 
you two."  We introduced ourselves.  He  thanked us pro-
fusely and went to retrieve his future. 
 

The encounter made me feel happy all day.  I was so 
grateful that the woman who found Hector's wallet actu-
ally called him, and I was grateful that, because of Torah 
study, our front doors were open so Hector could find his 
way to assistance.  It was all meant to be.  
 

News and views From The Observant Jew 
Ann Clark Attinsion 

Presidentõs Message                       Conclusion from page 1 

      potential members on current and future  
 

events, projects and activities.  Our 
monthly temple newsletter continues to 
alert and inform our own members of Shir 
Shalom events and other activities in the 
larger Jewish Community. 

 
6. Our Membership Committee has pro-
duced a refined data base of membership 
information and materials ready to offer to 
potential new members.  It also created a 
wonderful New Member/Potential New 
Member Welcome Event that was inspir-
ing to all participants. 

 
7. Our Development Committee is work-
ing hard to create opportunities for mem-
bers to show their interests in Shir Sha-
lom‘s future through endowing some vital 
programs and reducing annual budgetary 
pressures. 

 
8. Even the physical aspects of our activi-
ties are undergoing upgrading, some 
through the positive and enthusiastic part-
nership with First Congregational Church 
and some through our own efforts.  One 
very visible item will be a glorious new 
Shir Shalom banner for services in the 
Sanctuary.  It is in production now and will 
be unveiled in June, if all comes out as 
planned.  This project was initiated by our 
member, Julie Diamond, in honor of her 
daughter Sasha, who will become a Bat 
Mitzvah this year. Julie has underwritten 
the initial costs and worked with the artist 
to create the design.  The Board of Direc-
tors has unanimously supported this de-
velopment and has assured that funds will 
be available for its completion. 
 

Shir Shalom annual meetingé 
 

This is an opportunity to review our ac-
complishments for the past year, to pro-
ject the year ahead and to vote for Board 
Members.  You soon will be receiving 
Board Candidate biographic statements 
and related materials.  Come to the meet-
ing to be informed and to lend your voice 
and ideas about Shir Shalom‘s future! 
 

Shalom, and see you soon,     Sy  
 



                                                                                                                                        —Gary Greenberg 

                                                            Men‘s Club Has New President 
I‘d like to introduce myself and welcome all the men of Congregation Shir Sha-
lom to become a part of this special group of men that is helping build strong 
connections to our Temple and each other.  Please join us for dinners, 
brunches, golf, movies and temple activities. 
  
 

THANK YOU DINNER FOR ADLEY 
 
Our first event is a Thank You Dinner for Adley 
Hochstadt on June 18th at 7:00 p.m. at The Plaza 
Bistro, 420 First Street East. Please join us in hon-
oring Adley and his 14 years of devotion and ser-
vice as Men‘s Club President.  Dinner will include 
Soup or Salad, Chicken Marsala, Mashed Pota-
toes, Vegetable and Dessert & Coffee at a cost  
of $25.00 per person, tax & tip included. There will  
be a no host bar.   
Please RSVP if you plan to attend, by June 12th. 
  
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE TEMPLE PICNIC 
Our next event is a TEMPLE PICNIC at Morton‘s Warm Springs on Sunday, August 2nd. Men‘s Club 
and Sisterhood are sponsoring this picnic and providing a ―FREE‖ BBQ lunch for everyone.  Cost for 
admission is $11.00 per person, two years and under free.  Look for the flyer on page 12                         
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—————-- 
Congregation Shir Shalom Men‘s Club MEMBERSHIP FORM: 
  
         Men‘s Club is an exciting place for men to establish new friendships and to promote aware-
ness of Jewish values, traditions and education that enable us to enrich our lives and those of 
our families 
 
        Join the Men‘s Club of Congregation Shir Shalom for $20.00 per year.  New year starting 
July ‗09 
        Name________________________________________  
        Address______________________________________  
        Phone________________________________________ 
        Email_________________________________________  
  
Please return this membership form with a check for $20.00 to: Gary Greenberg,363 Saunders 
Drive, Sonoma CA 95476 
—————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
 
Regards, 
Gary Greenberg 
Men's Club Shir Shalom 
707-935-5880 
gary@leadingtechnologysales.com <mailto:gary@leadingtechnologysales.com>  
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 menõs club action 

mailto:gary@leadingtechnologysales.com


Here and there    (a hin und a hair) 
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"Walking the Labyrinth" an enlightening afternoon! 
                   Walking as a Spiritual Practice, Practice with Rabbi Rami Shapiro 
 

Sunday, May 17, Rabbi Rami Shapiro joined a group of about thirty members of Congre-
gation Shir Shalom and the First Congregational Church of Sonoma for a discussion and 
practice of walking as a spiritual practice.  The heat kept us in an air conditioned area, so 
we participated in a walking meditation inside. 
 

After we had a glimpse of the centering experience that walking provides, Rabbi Rami 
offered some spiritual practices that can keep our mind from wandering while walking, 
and he shared some references to walking practices in our scriptures. 
Walking with conscious intention can transform an exercise practice and a transportation 
activity into a spiritual practice. And we all are curious regarding walking the labyrinth on 
the northwest corner of the Churchôs property. 
 

GENESIS 12:1  A Teaching by Rabbi Rami Shapiro (www.rabbirami.com) 
Godôs first command to Avram is to walk: ñLech lecha from your land, from your kindred, 
from your fatherôs house, to the land that I will let you see, (Genesis 12:1). The Hebrew 
lech lecha is most often translated as ñgo forthò and the story makes it clear that Avram is 
to physically walk away from his home and into the Promised Land. The phrase lech le-
cha, however, literally means to walk (lech) into yourself (lecha). The Hebrew adds a level 
of understanding that the translation misses.  
 

This level is essentially contemplative; that is to say in order for Avram to see the land he 
must walk inward and free himself from the conditioning imposed upon him by nationality, 
tribe, ethnicity, faith, and parental bias. Only when his mind is free can he see the land 
that God wants him see.  
 

What is this land? Certainly the Torah assumes this land is Canaan, the land that will 
become the Land of Israel. But read mystically, the land is the earth herself. When we are 
free from conditioning we see the world as God sees it: whole and holy; what God calls 
tov, intrinsically good, worthwhile, sound, and valuable.  
 

Thank you to Kathy Annestad(of the First Congregational Church - Forum Committee) 
and Richard and Celia Lenson (of the CSS Worship Committee) for coordinating and 
sponsoring this wonderful afternoon.  

HELP IS HERE 

ñIôm fine, just fine. Everyoneôs 

fine.ò Thatôs the customary re-

sponse we receive when, at the 

market or mall, we run into an 

acquaintance or casual friend 

from synagogue, religious 

schools, or the community at 

large.. Itôs a genial yet general 

reply that doesnôt invite further 

inquiry.   

But what does ñfineò really mean? 

In the best of times, we donôt give 

it a second thought. But during 

hard times such as these, ñfineò 

can be a cover-up for a multitude 

of painful moments many of us 

feel too ashamed to revealðeven 

to our closest friends. Moments 

that center on loss: of jobs, 

homes, health coverage, and self

-esteem. 

 Encourage those you think would 

benefit from our services to con-

tact us. One of the greatest dem-

onstrations of a communityôs 

strength is in the way we take 

care of each other. At this critical 

time, let us show this strength. 

Warm regards, 

Diana Klein, Director 

Jewish Family and Childrenôs    

Services of Sonoma County                                                                                                                        

1360 N. Dutton Avenue, Suite C                                                                                                                                                      

Santa Rosa, CA 95401                                                                                                                                                                           

707-571-8131                                                                                                                                                                              

www.jfcs.org 

 
MATISYAHU HOSTS FIRST SHABBATON 

At 31st Annual Harmony Festival 
 

June 12-14 
Sonoma County Fairgrounds, Santa Rosa 

Information about the weekend at http://harmonyfestival.com/ 

helpfulé    Free directory assistance 
Cell phone companies are charging $1.00 to 
$1.75 or more for 411Information calls. When 
youneed to use the 411 Information option, 
simply dial 1(800)FREE 411, or 1 (800) 373-
3411; you will incur no charge. 
This works on your home telephone as well.  

 
 

SHIR SHALOM HISTORY PROJECT 
 

Survey Form available by contacting the 
office or  

Bonnie Lasky, at bglasky@att.net 



 june  2009 
 

S 
 

M  

 

T 

 

W 

 

TH 

 

F 

 

S 

   

 

1 

 

2 

 
3  

 

 

 

4    

 

5 

 

6 

10:00am  
Lay Led  

Torah 

Study 

    7 
11am-

5pm 

Israel  

in the  

Gardens 

 

8 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10 

End of year 

Hebrew  

6-7:30  

1st yr 

6:30-8pm 

2nd yr 

11 

 

12  

4:30 - 5:30 PM 

Last Session 
of Childrenôs 
Shabbat 
School with 
closing  
ceremony 

13  

9:00am 
Torah Study 

10:30am 

Service &  
Sasha   

Honigman 

Bat MItzvah 

14  

 

15  

 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17  

 

 

 

18 

7:00pm 

Menôs Club 

Dinner for 

Adley 

See pg.8 

19 

4444 

20  

10:00am  
Lay Led  

Torah 

Study 

 

21  

Fathersô 

Day 

22 

 

 

23 

7-10pm  

Board Mtg. 

 

 

24  

 

25 

 

26  

 

730ð 8:45 PM 
Lay Led 
Shabbat 
Service & 

Oneg   
 
 

27   

10-noon 

Lay Led 

Torah Study 

 

 

 

28 

2-4pm 

Annual 

CSS 

Meeting  

29 

 

30 

 

   

 

 

100 

Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in 

 

June  

  
Celia Kaplan Aronstein  

Frank Blotcher  
Father of Ruth Adams 

Faye Braunstein  
Remembered by Jerold Rosenberg 

Anne Bunis  
Grandmother of Bruce Goldstein 

Sedelle Diamond  
Wife of Marvin Diamond 

Albert Gorbach  
Father of Howard Gorbach 

Edna Harf  
Mother of Robert Hart 

Andy Hastings  
Brother of Peggy Hammett 

Golda Jester  
Mother of Peggy Lipson 
Rose Marie Leppert  

Mother of Valerie Leppert 
Anne Lippman  

Wife of Paul Lippman 
Thelma Lutolf  

Mother of Robert Lutolf 
Oscar Markey  

Father of Willima Markey 
Bernard Nelson  

Brother of Irene Markey 
Albert Philllips  

Remembered byPhillips Wagner 
Sadie Pollock  

Mother of Esther Norton 
Rae Ellen Reasons  

Jack Segal  
Father of Sally Brian 

Allen Shainsky  
Brother of Muriel Robbins 

Phillip Shnairson  
Husband of Phyllis Shnairson 

Gertrude Smith  
Mother of Susan Cohn 

Max Stauber  
Father of Naomi Stauber 

Charlotte Tiefenthal  
Mother of Bill Tiefenthal 

Miriam Weingarten  
Sister of Esther Berlot 

 

 

7:30-9pm 
Rabbiôs 
Class 

Last session 

Summertime and the Livinõ is EZ for the Editor: 
 
Watch electronic postings for information and 
updates during the months of June and July. Your 
newsletter will be back in your hand in August.  

Yerba 
Buena Ctr. 

S.F. 



11 

Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in  

 

July  

 
Anne E. Caplan  
Remembered by                       

Susan & David Reber 
Adrienne Davis  

Sister of Howard Gorbach 
Joseph Del Priore  

Brother-in-law of Sy Lenz 
Frank Dessayer  

Father of Rayne Dessayer 
Marilyn Garber  

Mother of Karen Garber 
Peter Garber  

Grandfather of Karen Garber 
Mark Giller  

Father of Larry Giller 
Betty Hochstadt  

Mother of Adley Hochstadt 
Mitchell Hochstadt  

Son of Adley Hochstadt  
Max Klurstein  

Father of Shirley Diamond 
Doreen McKay Lenz  
Daughter-in-law of                         
Sy and Harriet Lenz 
Seymour Loewy  

Brother of Harriet Lenz 
Joseph Newfield  

Father of Susan Goldstein 
Lee Rather  

Father of Pat Rather 
George Rosaber  

Jean and Richard Schram 
Fannie Schnur  

Mother of Esther Berlot 
Mary Segal  

Mother of Sally Brian 
Cecelia Shainsky-Cohen  
Sister of Muriel Robbins 

Kalman Steiman  
Grandfather of Muriel Robbins 

Adolph Surtshin  
Father-in-law of Betsy of Surtshin 

Joseph Wiener  
Grandfather of Gwen Watson 

 
 
 
 

Branka Sondheim  
Mother of Dan Sondheim 

Dorothy Olsaine  
Mother of Ed Stolman 

Emma Tarshis  
Mother of Anne Pincus 

Sam Tarshis  
Father of Anne Pincus 

Wilma Thorton  
Aunt of Anita Silver 
Adolph Tiefenthal  

Father of Bill Tiefenthal 
Joseph Weingarten  

Fathter of Monroe Wingate 
Lorraine Wiech  
Henriette Zuntz 

Mother of Michael Zuntz 

 
6/6:    Naso (Num. 4:21-7:89) - Her 

Cheatin' Heart 
6/13:  Beha'alotecha (Num. 8:1-12:16) - 

...Move 'Em Out! 
6/20:  Shelach L'cha (Num. 13:1-15:41) 

- Of Milk, Honey and Monsters 
6/27:  Korach (Num. 16:1-18:32) - Who's 

The Boss? 

Thank You!  
Todah Rabah!  

 
June sponsors  
Bella Bogart,  
Sandy Leib,        

Julie Diamond & Robart Honigman  
July sponsor  
Lori Bremner  

 
To Sponsor a Kiddush or an Oneg,                          

To share a life cycle event                                   
with the congregation,  

contact Lori Goldman at 939.2738  

Torah Portions for the week ending: Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in  

 

August  

 

Pepi Ingber Bader  
Great Grandmother of Peggy Feuer 

Vera Barbier  
Nathan Blumberg  

Grandfather of Judi Shapiro 
Albert Brown  

Father of Robert Brown 
Margaret Caefield  
Remembered by 

 Susan & David Reber 
Simone Dessayer  

Mother of Rayne Dessayer 
Ronda Heard-Durham  
Sister of Joyce Revis 

Arthur Feuer  
Father of Peggy Feuer 

Al Geffen  
Father of Heidi Geffen 

Ruth Gordon  
Mother of Maxine Gordon 

Bella Greenberg  
Mother of Gary Greenberg 

Sonya Habas  
Mother of Paul Habas 

Rosaline Hanson  
Mother of Lori Goldman 

Tillie Leib Higgins  
Mother of Sandra Higgins 

Mira Keizer  
Aunt of Daniel Sondheim 

Regina Klurstein  
Mother of Shirley Diamond 

Minnie Lenz  
Mother of Sy Lenz 

Hermann Lowenberg   
Grandfather of Jeannette Newman 

Celia Rosenberg  
Remembered by Jerold Rosenberg 

Gladys Sachs  
Mother of Pamela Sachs &         

Barbara Sachs Senn 
Martin Sapper  

Father of Howard Sapper 
Matilde Schectman  

Mother of Rabbi Jack Gabriel &  
Sara Schechtman 

 



Congregation Shir Shalom 

Picnic 
 

5GD 4HRSDQGNNC ¬ .DM½R $KTA HMUHSD @KK LDLADQR NE SGD RXM@FNFTD  

to a fun filled day of activities at  

 

.0350/½4 8"3. 413*/(4 3&4035 

1651 Warm Springs Road, Glen Ellen 

 

TURTLE CREEK SITE 

 

SUNDAY, August 2nd 

10:00am § 6:00pm  

 

Join us for s BBQ LUNCH of hamburgers, hot dogs, 

4@K@CRu V@SDQLDKNM @MC CDRRDQSR OQNUHCDC AX SGD 4HRSDQGNNC @MC .DM½R $KTA 

 

 

Swimming & Sunning §Baseball & Basketball 

Volleyball § Bocce § Horseshoes § Ping-Pong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adults and Children $11 p/p; under 2 free; Non -Members $15 p/p  

Complete this form and return it with your check made payable to:  

$44 .DM½R $KTAu  

SN dgd 4@TMCDQR %QHUDu 4NMNL@jfehgu "SS½Mr (@QX (QDDMADQF 

 

 

 

We would appreciate receiving your reservations no later than July 15th  

 

Name:__________________________________#adults:_____#children:_____ 

 

Phone number:_________________________Email:______________________ 

 

 

 

 

Contact Gary/Eileen Greenberg at 935-5880 or Eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com 



March 31,2009 Meeting: 

In attendance:, Sam Friend, Sy Lenz, Lori Goldman, Mara Kahn, Casey Tucker. Bonnie Lasky, Adley 
Hochstadt, David Schoenbach, Lori Bremner  
Excused: Lee Morgan Brown,  Susan Jebrock, Rabbi Jack Gabriel, Lee Schein, Gili Drori, Lorri Kauf-
man, 
Discussion and approval of February 2009 Board minutes: MSA 
Committee reports: 
Treasurer, Finance: Report through the end of February 2009.  Projected estimate of deficit for the 
08/09 fiscal year is expected to remain at $30k.  Sy will write another appeal letter for funds to reduce 
this deficit.  Lori will need budget projections for the 09/10 fiscal year from all committees. We will stop 
sending letters notifying members that their credit card has been charged. 
Children‘s Education: Susan: submitted written report to the board, as she was not able to be present.  
Report read by Lori Bremner. 
Festivals Committee: Purim celebration and Passover/Community Seder 
Purim Debriefing: went great.  80+ people in attendance.  Tablecloths were not cleaned after event.  
Men‘s Club sold around 80 hotdogs. 
Passover Sedar Update: 110/140 spaces sold; April 2

nd
 is the cutoff date.  Need volunteers for set/clean

-up and making charoses and deserts as well as a coordinator.  
Adult Education: Rabbi will be doing a possible pre-HHD class 
Development Committee: 1

st
 meeting date has been set. 

Worship committee: Walking the Soul‘s Labyrinth event w/FCC Sun 5/17.  The committee has been 
reconstituted. R. Jack is looking forward to an evaluation of his performance and the specific desires/
interests of the congregation members. 
Membership: received membership checks from 4 families bringing us to 92 paid membership units. 
Report on New member event: Thank You to the Goldmans for the use of their lovely home for this 
event and to the Bremner boys for their involvement in childcare.  Food worked great, member participa-
tion went very well. The Mens club contributed wine for the event. Committee spent less than $300 on 
the event. Outreach Event: prior to HHD, have band?, advertise Sunday 9/13 is a potential date. 
Other issues: 
Heritage Project: much of the work has been done; children have done projects as part of Shabbat 
school; presentation will be sometime in May. 
Intergenerational Events Update: Deliberately creating events that involve the whole congregation 
rather than separate adult and children‘s events. 
Suggestion: B‘nai mitzvah event for older congregants who did not have the opportunity for a B‘nai 
mitzvah.  Or some other sort of honoring event.  A Saturday morning service in August? 
Board and Executive Committee vacancies for next year: we need a nominating committee.  Bonnie 
needs a list of which members will be reaching the end of their term.  Casey will send this out to the 
board. 
 
New Banner Funding: $1500 has been raised our of the $3000 necessary.  Motion for the congregation 
to fund the remainder and to fund-raise to offset those funds.  Motion: Lori Bremner, 2

nd
 David Schoen-

bach, approved unanimously.  
Onegs: have been sparce.  Lori Goldman will try to be present at the services and to be of help to Oneg 
sponsors. 
Annual Meeting June 21

st
 4-6pm  

 
Respectfully Submitted 
Casey Tucker  
CSS Board Secretary 

Summary of minutes of board of directorsõ meeting:   

     { 13  } 

Changed to 

6/28 

2-4pm 
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People leaving the Board: 
 
1.  Sy Lenz - President 
2.  Bonnie Lasky ï Vice President 
3.  Casey Tucker - Secretary 
4.  Gili Drori ï Chair of Childrenôs Education Committee 
5.  Lee Schein 
6.  Jean Knapp*(resigned in 2008) 
7.  Ed Adams* (resigned in 2008) 2nd Vice President 
 
People staying on the Board: 
 
1.  Lori Bremner, Treasurer 
2.     Lori Goldman ï Oneg/Kiddush coordinator -  
3.  Adley Hochstadt ï Office Manager ï Shamash 
4.   Lorri Kaufman 
5.  Mara Kahn ï Membership Chair ï Directory coordina-
tor 
6.   David Schoenbach ï Jewish Music Festival Chair ï 
Development Chair 

Nominees for the Board: 
 
1.  Gwen Watson 
2.  Carol Marcus 
3.  Jennifer Bernstein-Lewis 
4.  Maxine Gordon  
5.  Celia Lenson  
6.  Marvin Diamond 
7.   Betsy Surtshin  
8.  Lee Morgan Brown ï Member at Large ï Festival 
Chair ï Calendar Coordinator RUNNING FOR SECOND 
TERM 
9.   Sam Friend ï Fianance Committee ï Adult Ed Com-
mittee ï Shamash RUNNING FOR SECOND TERM  
 
 
IF YOU ADD THE PEOPLE STAYING ON THE 
BOARD AND THE PEOPLE RUNNING FOR 
BOARD WE HAVE A TOTAL OF 15  

ATTEND THE ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 

YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT! 


