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President’s Message 
  Sy Lenz 

The Absolute Bliss of  
Steve Surtshin 

 
By now, even those who were out of town 
or otherwise engaged on December 19

th
 

have been impacted by the sudden death 
of our fellow congregant, Steve Surtshin. 
 
Those of us who were at Burlingame Hall 
that evening will never forget the event.  
Shir Shalom always tries to have a joyous 
Chanukah celebration, and this year, be-
cause of school vacation dates and the 
conjunction of a Shabbat School evening, 
we set our date two days before the offi-
cial start of the festival (December 21

st
). 

 
Avram and Lorri Goldman were the lead-
ers for the latkes and potluck arrange-
ments, and a number of us from the 
Men’s Club and the Children’s Education 
Committee carried out the work.  The re-
sults were glorious, fun and, in a phrase, 
couldn’t be better. 
 
Steve Surtshin, a relatively new Shir Sha-
lom member who resided in Napa, was 
fully engaged in the event, beginning with 
latke production at about 3:00 PM.  He 
was having a ball working in the kitchen 
for at least three hours, until the initial 
Shabbat candle lighting and opening of 
the potluck dinner. 
 
Andy Weinberger’s Klezmer band, 
―Simka‖ began playing at about 7:00 PM, 
and before long, two groups were glee-
fully dancing, with Steve Surtshin in the 
group closest to the bandstand.  Sud-
denly, as he was part of group weaving 
through the line of dancers, Steve  

Concluded on page 7 

If I am Not For Myself,                    

Who Will Be For Me? 

The end of the year, in both the secu-
lar and Hebrew calendars, is a good 
time to reflect on our relationships with 
work, family, friends and community. 
As I was preparing this message, I 
was struck by the number of people in 
our community who were ill in Decem-
ber.  It seems like our community was 
rocked again and again by bad news, 
illness, death. Hopefully, January will 
be a healthier month.   

The great Rabbi Hillel, who lived 2000 
years ago, taught that each of us has 
a triple responsibility to him or herself. 
First, he said, "If I am not for myself, 
who will be for me?"  He teaches us 
that in order to help others, we have to 
safe guard our own well being.  We 
need to balance work and play, rest 
and activity, reflection and camarade-
rie  

Second, he said, "If I am only for my-
self, what am I?"  It's not enough to 
build an ivory tower, to retire to it, and 
to ignore the needs of the rest of the 
world. We are expected to pull our 
share of the community load. 

Third, Rabbi Hillel said, "If not now, 
when?" Don't put off your taking care 
of your well being or your Tikkun Olam 
(World Repair) until you have time. 
That time may never come.  Don't pro-
crastinate; do your best right now. 

As Pamela points out; when I give ad-

Rabbi’s Letter 
Jack Gabriel 

Concluded on page 7 
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CONGREGATION  
SHIR SHALOM 

 

Rabbi Jack Gabriel 
 

Board of Directors 
Sy Lenz, President:  

996.4104 sylenz@comcast.net  
Bonnie Lasky,Vice President:  

769.1778 bglasky@comcast.net 
Casey Tucker, Secretary: 

539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net  
   Lori Bremner, Treasurer:  

363.1263 loribrem@gmail.com 
Lee Morgan Brown 

939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Gili Drori 

996.9605 drori@stanford.edu  
Sam Friend 

996.4412 sfriend@ehsd.co.contra-costa.ca.us  
Lori Goldman  

939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com  
Adley Hochstadt  

996.1389 adley@vom.com  
Mara Kahn 

935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Lorri Kaufman 

938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net 
Lee Schein 
938.5648 

David Schoenbach 
938.0110 davidsch@sonic.net  

 
 

School Director 
Susan Jebrock 

707.938.5425 Sjlj814@aol.com  
 
 
             

Newsletter Staff  
 Peggy Feuer, Editor 

 Bonnie Lasky, Photographer 
David Schoenbach, Website  

 

Items for newsletter are due the 16th of each month.  

Send to Peggy Feuer, P.O. Box 2248, Sonoma 95476  

or e-mail peggyf@vom.com 

Published monthly except July 

 
 

Congregation Website: www.shir-shalom.org   

Telephone: 707.935.3636 
 

  Contributions/Donations:  Send to  

  Congregation Shir Shalom, 

  252 West Spain Street, 

  Sonoma, California 95476  
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The Congregation Gratefully            

Appreciates Generous Donations 

General Fund  

     Gili S Drori and Jerry J Sanders                                                               
Peggy Hammett and Rudy Lacoe 

 
                     

Yahrzeit  

 

From Stanley and Susan Cohen                        
In memory of Jacob Cohen  

From Zeva Cohn                                                
In memory of Harry Siegel  

From Samuel Friend                                          
In memory of Lisa Fine, Carl Friend  

From Leonard and Sandra Leib                         
In memory of Marilyn Blaushild                     

From David Jacobs                                            
In memory of Isadore Marks                          

From Bob Lutolf                                                  
In memory of Stanley Schwartz  

From Richard Senn and Barbara Sachs Senn        
In memory of Blanche Sachs, Irving Senn  

Music & Art Festival  

Maureen Keesey Fuentes                                                            
James and Lisa Wandzilak                                        

Yom Kippur Memorial Roll  

          Robert and Lee Morgan Brown                          
Marvin Diamond                                             

Gary and Eileen Greenberg                         
Ronald and Kaylyn Hyman                               

Lottie Rosenberg   

                                                         

 

  



WAITING FOR YOUR CALL 
Committee and Activity Chairs 

Adult Education 
         Susan Cohen 939.6637 susancohen@ix.netcom.com  
         Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519 phylsh@netzero.net 
Childrenõs Education  
         Amy Hummel-Alper 939.9701 aaalper@hotmail.com  
         Casey Tucker  539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net 
Caring  
        Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net 
        Pamela Sachs 938.7001 psk219@aol.com 
Calendar Maven   
        Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net 
Development  
        Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com 
Directory & Roster 
        Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Dues & Finance 
        Lori Bremner 996.9829 loribrem@gmail.com  
Festivals, Family Shabbat 
       Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Liaison JCA  
       Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net 
Membership 
         Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Menõs Club 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Music & Art Festival 
          David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Newsletter Noodge 
          Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com 
Office Manager 
          Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinators 
         Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com 
         Michele Samson 933.8512 ems3478@hotmail.com  
Shamash 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
          Sam Friend 996.4412  
Sisterhood  
          Eileen Greenberg   935.5880                                                           
          Eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   
          Lorri Kaufman  938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net  
          Michele Samson  933.8512  ems3478@hotmail.com 
Social Action 
        Sally Brian 996.3355 sbrian@sbcglobal.net 
        Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com  
        Laura Clein 938.3858 sales@consciousconsignment.com 
Volunteers 
         Bonnie Lasky 769.1778  bglasky@aol.com 
         Barbara Sachs-Senn  933.9794  barbsachs@aol.com 
Website 
        David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Worship  
           Henry Lasky 769.1778 jhlasky@comcast.net                      
           Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net 
Yahrzeit 
          Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@earthlink.net 
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Shalom, Stephen Surtshin 

 

We are keeping Betsy and Rachel, and 

their family, in our thoughts and 

prayers. Let us hope that the loving 

memories they have of him give them 

comfort and, eventually, peace. 

 

We share the loss as he was a valued 

part of the Shir Shalom community. 

 
  

 
We are keeping  

Henry and Bonnie Lasky  
in our  thoughts and prayers 

 
Wishing them peace and comfort  

on the recent death  
of Bonnie’s father, 

Elmer Berry 

 

To  
Neal Attinson 

Adley Hochstadt 

Julia Slazinski 

 
 

Wishes for Refuah Schleimach 

 

A complete recovery and 

a return to good health! 

 

 

mailto:susancohen@ix.netcom.com
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The Adult Education Committee invites you to a 
 

Potluck Dinner and a Movie 
 

Friday, January 30th 
   Burlingame Hall

                                                                               

          
¶ Doors open at 6:00 pm   

¶ Potluck 6:30-7:30 
¶ Film 7:45 

 

Feature film:   Arranged 
 
     When Rochel and Nasira – an Orthodox Jew and a Muslim, respectively – meet as new teachers at 
a Brooklyn school, co-workers and students expect friction.  But the women discover they have a 
shared expectation of entering into arranged marriages.  As they experience tension between their tradi-
tional cultures and life in a contemporary America, Rochel and Nasira form a special bond. 
 
Bring a dish to serve 8-10, according to your last name: 

  A-F – side dish         G-L – dessert         M-R – salad         S-Z – main dish                                        
Beverages will be provided 

 
Please respond by January 23

rd
 to  

Zeva Cohen 933-9877 or zevanme@comcast.net. 
   

Your prompt reply helps us to plan  
and is greatly appreciated.   

 

Adult education happenings      

The Adult Education Committee invites you to attend Rabbi Gabriel’s class: 
 

Love and Longing in the Torah and Kabbalah 
 

 Mondays, February 9 & 23, March 23, & April 6  
from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. in the classroom  

 

Yin and Yang, the completion created by opposites, is a concept that also exists in the Bible and in 
Jewish mysticism.   If we love someone, what is the nature of our connection? If we long for someone, 
how much of that is longing for the Divine? 
 

In this four-part series, we will look at biblical characters like Jacob, Rachel and Leah, Samson and 
Delilah, and Kabbalistic concepts like the interaction between Shechinah (The in-dwelling Feminine 
Spirit) and Ha Kadosh Baruch Hu (The Male Holy One of Blessing). 
   

We will discuss teachings and metaphors as well as sharing songs and personal insights.  An interest 
in the Jewish mystical tradition would be helpful.   
  
Class fee: $40/ members      $50/non-members     $15/drop-in 
 

For further information or to sign up, please contact Susan Cohen at  
939-6637 or susancohen@ix.netcom.com.  We appreciate advanced sign-up so that we know how 
many to expect. 
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The Chanukah Holiday Bags Crew 
 

Members of the Caring Committee have been 
at it again: Delivering bags of food and holi-
day cheer to residents of Merrill Gardens, So-
noma Hills, FAHA, Avalon as well as a home-
bound person.  
 
Many thanks to Bob Lutof, Phyllis Shnair-
son, and Pat Rather, who have graciously 
participated in this project for years.  It has 
been a pleasure to arrange this every year.  

—Esther Norton 

Here and there    (a hin und a hair) 

      ASK JCI & R  

Ask JCI & R about help for hard times:  
The need for emergency assistance has 
increased dramatically.  Helping each 
other during these times is the Jewish 
communityôs highest priority.  Please call 
us for information about services in the 
Jewish community.  Here is a sample of 
the services available: 
 
JFCS Emergency Assistance Network 
(JEAN) offers 

¶ Counseling and case management 

¶ Financial and credit counseling 

¶ Short-term financial loans or 
grants 

www.jfcs.org 
 
Jewish Vocational Service Jewish 
Employment Network offers career 
and employment workshop including  

¶ Moms in career transition 

¶ Re-careering after age 50 

¶ On-line networking for jobs and 
careers 

¶ Recession proofing your career 

¶ Job search help and career 
coaching 

www.jvs.org  
 
Hebrew Free Loan is here to help with 
interest free loans with a variety of needs, 
including: adoption, business, debt con-
solidation, emergency, recently unem-
ployed, special needs, lifecycle and stu-
dent loans. www.hflasf.org  
 
Help Link United Way Bay Area connects 
you to hundreds of community services 
including help for the elderly and emer-
gency services.  You can call 211, or 800 
273 6222. www.211bayarea.com  
 
For more information about emergency 
assistance and connecting to Jewish life, 
call JCI&R 415-777-4545 or toll-free 877-
777-JCIR (5247) or e-mail 
Info@JewishNfo.org 
Jewish Community Information and Refer-
ral is a service of the Jewish Community 
Federation of San Francisco, Marin, So-
noma, and the Peninsula.  

DIAL 2-1-1: COMING TO SONOMA COUNTY IN 2009 
 

2-1-1 is a free, easy-to-remember telephone number that 
connects Sonoma County residents in need with health and 
human services. Services include basic needs such as food, 
clothing, 
shelter, childcare, opportunities to volunteer or donate, physical 
and mental health resources,health insurance assistance, 
employment, support for seniors and persons with disabilities, 
assistance for immigrants and more!   Implementing 2-1-1 now is 
crucial preparation for the next major earthquake or disaster. 
 

United Way of the Wine Country ü 751 Fourth Street ü Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Tel 707.528.4485 ü Fax 707.528.2930 ü www.unitedwaywinecountry.org/2-1-1 

Do you have concerns about 
your child or your family? 
We offer individual and family Consultation Services. Our 
expert staff will help you assess your situation and explore 
options to meet your needs. Common areas of concern 
include guidance and discipline, handing aggressive be-
havior, sleep habits, separation & divorce, co-parenting, 
single parenting, sibling relationships and much more. 
Fee subsidy available. Call Claire Beery for more informa-

tion. 707-303-1521. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 Pacific Central West Regional Kallah,  

in Santa Clara, February 2-8, 2009. 
 For information contact; 
Union for Reform Judaism 

Pacific Central West Council 
www.urj.org/pcw 

pcw@urj.org  

http://gm-link.com/tm.asp?c=47360&i=176667&u=
mailto:pcw@urj.org
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10:00am  
Lay Led  

Torah 

Study 

    4 
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Hebrew  

6-7:30  

1st yr 

6:30-8pm 

2nd yr 

 

8 9  

4:30 PM ð 6 PM 
Shabbat School 
Primary Shab-
bat Class 
4:45  ð 5:45 PM 
Family Shabbat 
Service/Potluck 
6:00 ð 6:30 PM 
Dinner6:30-8PM 

10  

9:00am 

Torah Study 

10:30am 

Lay Led 

Shabbat 

Service 

11  

 

12  

 

13 

11:30 AM ð 
3:30 PM 
Sisterhood 
Games Day & 
Bag Lunch  
6ð 7:30 PM 
Membership 
Com. Mtng.  

14  

Hebrew  

6-7:30  

1st yr 

6:30-8pm 

2nd yr 

 

15 

 

16 

4444 

17  

10:00am  
Lay Led  

Torah 

Study 

 

18  
 

 

19 

 

 

20 

7-10pm  

Board Mtg. 

 

 

21  

Hebrew  

6-7:30  

1st yr 

6:30-8pm 

2nd yr 

 

22 

 

23  
4:30 PM ð 6 PM 
Shabbat School 

730ð 8:45 PM 
Lay Led  
Shabbat 
Service & 

Oneg   
 

24   

10-noon 

Lay Led 

Torah Study 

 

 

 

25 

    

  

26 

 

27 

 
 

28 

Hebrew  

6-7:30  

1st yr 

6:30-8pm 

2nd yr 

29 30 

6:30ð10 PM 
Adult Ed 
Movie Night 
& Pot Luck 
See pg. 4 

31 
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Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in  

 

January  

 
Ben Alper 
Father of Amy Alper  
Eva Alper  
Grandmother of Amy Alper 
Minna Artson  
Relative of David Artson 
Paul Balzarine  
Father of Rori Habas  
Marilyn Blaushild 
Sister of Sandra Leib                          
Charles Brett  
Father of Stephen Brett  
Betty Hyson Ellias  
Mother of Larry Hyson 
Charles Feingold  
Father of Joyce Revis  
Alice Feldman  
Sister of Esther Norton  
Jetty Bader Feuer 
Grandmother of Peggy Feuer 
Gerald Goldstein     
Father of Bruce Goldstein  
Leo Gordon  
Father of Shirley Spivak  
Rose Gordon  
Mother of Shirley Spivak 
Orie E. Greenstein  
Father of Lori Bremner  
Sandra Habas  
Sister of Paul Habas  
Leonard Jebrock  
Relative of Larry Jebrock 
Reuben J. Lasky 
Father of Henry Lasky  
Robert Links  
Father of Susan Links Reber  
Mary Loewy  
Mother of Harriet Lenz  
Henrietta Mayer  
Grandmother of  
Dan Sondheim  
Bradmord Meade  
Husband of Kaylyn Hyman  
Richie Newman  
Grandson of  
Mary Ann & Dick Newman 
Lida Perper  
Mother of Linda Tiefenthal 

 

Holocaust  
International  

Remembrance 
Day 

SAVE THE DATE  

Sun, Feb 1st 

Menôs Club  

Super Bowl Gathering  

4:30 ï 9:30 PM 

Betty Robbins  
Mother-In-Law of  
Muriel Robbins  
Richard Saul  
Relative of Rudy Lacoe 
& Peggy Hammett 
Estelle Serota  
Mother of Jean Knapp  
Louis Serota  
Father of Jean Knapp  
Ruth Shapiro  
Mother of  
Mitchell Shapiro  
Leonard Smith  
Father of Susan Cohen  
Carl Tillem  
Father of Susan Tillem  
Ethel Tillem  
Mother of Susan Tillem  
Robert Walleston-
Father of  
Betsy Shurtshin  
Moosie Weinberger 
Mother of Andy 
Weinberger  
Mary Katz Weissman 
Grandmother of  
Brett Newman  
Gittel Wiener  
Grandmother of  
Gwen Watson  



Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in 

 

February  

  

Rose Nelson,  
Mother of Irene Markey 

Kenneth Jester,  
Brother of Peggy Lipson 

Rose Gerstein,  
Aunt of Ed Adams 

Claire Markey,  
Mother of William Markey 

Richard Markey,  
Brother of William Markey 

William Swann,  
Father of Dan Swann 
Charles Hochstadt,  

Father of Adley Hochstadt 
Kevin Schuepbach,  

Son-in-Law of  
Dick and Mary Ann Newman 

Sylvia Boutcher,  
Mother of Joyce Revis 

Philip Feingold,  
Brother of Joyce Revis 

Robert Gordon,  
Husband of Lois Gordon 

Solomon Perper,  
Father of Linda Tiefenthal 

Lena Cohn,                       
Mother of Franklin Cohn 

Yehuda Beck,                   
Grandfather of Gili Drori 

 Mary Sanders,                         
Mother of Jerry Sanders 
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Conclusion of  
Rabbiõs Letter 

Conclusion of  
Presidentõs Message 

she's quoting the great master, 
The Besht.) So dear friends, I am 
going on a three week spiritual 
retreat to South Africa from Janu-
ary 7 -January 28. Two childhood 
friends are traveling with me. One 
lives in Woodstock, New York and 
the other in Mexico, so we don't 
see each other enough. This is a 
chance for us to catch up and re-
connect. I hope to read, walk on 
beaches, meditate, drive the coast 
line, exercise and watch my diet. 
Hopefully, we'll also take time to 
share the deepest questions in our 
hearts.  

G!d willing, I will return to So-
noma,  thinner, renewed and with 
many new stories.  I also hope to 
play music there and maybe write 
a song or two for my next CD.   I 
look forward to sharing this all with 
you upon my return. I know I'll be 
thinking of you and that will make 
the distance not so far.  

In the year ahead, may we take 
care of ourselves, try new adven-
tures, and have good mazel (luck). 
If we balance our stresses with our 
relaxation, our hard labor with our 
vacations, we will be ready for the 
gift of the coming Spring, which is 
just around the corner. 

With many blessings for a Healthy 
and Happy New Year,  

and with Love, 

Rabbi Jack 

 

slumped to the floor. 
 

The music stopped, and instantly 
Steve was attended by a group 
that included highly qualified medi-
cal professionals who began ad-
ministering CPR, while a 911 call 
was made for an ambulance, 
which arrived in a few minutes.  
Despite all efforts, Steve could not 
be revived. 
 

What happened occurred with 
Steve’s wife Betsy and daughter 
Rachel present as well as dozens 
of deeply shocked younger mem-
bers of our community.  It remains 
for those of us who witnessed this 
to try to put it into meaningful per-
spective. 
 

Steve was a joyous, intense, tal-
ented and sensitive man, well 
suited for his professional life as a 
psychiatrist and his avocations as 
a concert violinist and avid chess 
player.  His last day with us was 
one of complete enjoyment and his 
exit was a moment of bliss as he 
danced with others.  Many of us 
would, in a sense, envy the man-
ner of his passing, even though he 
was clearly a young person whose 
gifts should have graced us for 
years to come. 
 

In a conversation this week with 
Stephanie Ozer, she told me of the 
reactions of her children to the 
tragedy, and in particular to the 
observations of her eleven-year-
old son Gabriel, about the way 
everyone purposefully acted to 
deal with the situation and quietly 
bring the evening to a close.  It 
struck me that this was an example 
of what ―community‖ is all about, 
and that lessons for life are 
granted to us through the close-
ness of our Congregation Shir 
Shalom family. 
 

B’Shalom, 
Sy  



SHIR SHALOM HISTORY PROJECT  

 
Please participate in our study of who we are, where we come from, where we have lived, what 
languages and cultural heritage do we share.  No personal information will be identifiable with 
specific individuals.  Inclusion of your name on the response is optional, and will serve only to 
permit follow-up questions for clarity. 

Name _____________________________ 
 
Origins:  Where were you, your parents and grandparents born? 
You:                         Parents:                      Grandparents: 
 
 
What languages are or were principally spoken at home? 
You:                          Parents:                        Grandparents: 
 
 
Migrations/Displacements:  Were any members of your extended family forced to relocate by 
war, persecution?  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
Losses of family members to war, genocide or other conflict:  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have family members living in other countries?  Where? 
 
 
 
 
Affiliation/Identity:  How would you characterize your familyôs Jewish affiliation or identity?  
Please check all that apply: 
 
___ Reform  ___Conservative  ___Orthodox  ___Renewal   
___Reconstructionist  ___ Secular  ___ Cultural  ___Ashkenazic ___ Sephardic  ___ Other  
 
Occupations/Professions:  What occupations or professions did members of your family engage 
in? 
 

 
 

 

Please mail this page to: Congregation Shir Shalom 

Att’n: Our History Project 

252 West Spain Street 

Sonoma, CA 95476 
Insert extra pages as needed. 

If you prefer, this survey will soon be available for download from our website. 
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CSS Directory 2009  

Ads &Personal or Family “Shoutouts” 
 

Show your support of Congregation Shir Shalom all year long...... 
 

ǒ      Gain a year of great exposure for your business. 
ǒ      Send good wishes, a family message or honor a loved one or friend 
with a personal ―shoutout‖ message. 
ǒ      Remind the Congregation Shir Shalom community of your support 
each time they open the directory. 
¶ Do a Mitzvah all year long! 
 
Your support will help defray the directory printing and production costs. 
Full Page Ad: $ 75 
Half Page Ad: $ 50 
ñShoutout‖ greeting up to 36 words: $18 
 
¶ To reserve space or for questions, please email Mara Kahn at 

marakahn@gmail.com or call 415-860-3052. Please specify your ad size so we 
can lay out the book asap. The deadline for reservation of ad space is January 2. 

 

¶ For ads, please email camera ready art to Mara. For an additional $10 we can 
create a simple ad for you. Please email all pertinent copy and logos. Black and 
white ads only. 

 

¶ If you advertised last year and wish to use the same ad, let us know and you will 
not need to resubmit the ad copy. 

 

¶ For ―shoutout‖ greetings, please email Mara your greeting of 36 words or fewer 
by January 2. Due to space considerations the number of ―shoutouts‖ may be 
limited. No pictures or logos and no ―shoutout‖ business advertisements, please. 

 

¶ Once information is received, you will be contacted to arrange payment by check 
or credit card. Please include your name, address and phone number in your 
email. 

 

Thanks for supporting Congregation Shir Shalom 



       252 West Spain Street Sonoma, CA 95476 707-935-3636 
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We all have many difficult situations in each of our lives, some 
close to home, others happening far away, many affecting us, as 
Jews and as human beings, even here in America... 
Postville, Iowa is the home of an Orthodox "kosher" meatpacking 
plant that has been closed for their "unkosher" business prac-
tices. The workers, of all races, religions, creeds, having lost their 
jobs, are the victims. Here is an opportunity for tzedakkah, to right 
the wrong.  The Reform and Conservative Jewish leadership have 
adopted a joint resolution stating that food marked as kosher should 
meet the standards of the traditional rabbinic rules and should also 
be produced by standards of ethical care of animals and ethical 
business practices. While this IS great news for the future, there are 
people who need help In Postville now.  
But there are about 2,500 people left in Postville, IA, both Jewish 
and non-Jewish, with nothing, truly nothing. The immigrants who 
are left have no income, are not eligible for benefits, and some are 
effectively under house arrest…the situation is desperate.  Over 
half the town is out of work, the local farmers and everyone, even 
the Jewish community, in Postville are in great need  
How can we help???  We propose to help to correct the Chillul 
Hashem (abuse in the name of God) of Postville and assist their 
devastated town with at least the basics they need to get through 
the winter. Please consider Postville’s residents, by reaching out we 
create a Kiddush Hashem (honor in the name of God) . 
Donations have already been made by some in our congregation 
through the Shalom Center, who,in turn gave through the JCUA. 
We encourage you to do the same.The Shalom Center A Prophetic 
Voice in Jewish, Multireligious, and American Life   http://
religiouslychallenged.wordpress.com/2008/11/21/shalom-center-
suffering-food-emergency-in-postville-iowa/ 
Please donate online through the JEWISH COUNCIL OF URBAN 
AFFAIRS. JCUA is the central point of collaborative relief efforts 
among Jewish organizations for humanitarian support in Postville: 
https://secure2.convio.net/jcua/site/Donation2?
idb=1673830230&df_id=1241&1241.donation=form1    

or mail check to: JCUA , attn: Postville campaign 
610 S. Michigan Ave., Suite #500 
Chicago, IL 60605              Phone: (312) 663-0960 
 
 

Editor note: excerpted from e-letter to congregation from Laura Clein and Rich Lenson 


