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President’s Message 
  Sy Lenz 

A pause to reflect… 
 
It‘s a sunny afternoon, Inauguration Day, as I write this… and as all of us 
have done, I am thinking about the Presidential Inauguration.  I have heard 
many presidential inaugural speeches, but few as emotionally anticipated as 
this one from Barack Obama. 
 
We all, and I mean the world, seem to know that we are at a defining moment 
in time, where we may be able to halt the downward slide to environmental 
degradation, to begin to repair our economic health, to avert the threats of 
tyranny, nuclear proliferation, religious, sectarian or tribal conflict, deal with 
hunger, shortage of clean water and improve the health of millions of people.  
Conversely, lacking the will to collectively address these problems, we could 
sink into oblivion. 
 
For most of us, to even attempt to play some small, but positive role in this 
drama, is beyond our grasp…or is it?  What can we do that could make a dif-
ference?  This is a question that countless others in this country or elsewhere 
may be asking themselves. 
 
The only answer I can think of is a version of an old slogan:  ―Think globally, 
act locally‖.  We need to do what is in our power to do, in the hope that others 
will do the same and that collective effort will ultimately result in a better com-
munity, a better county, a better state, a better nation, etc. 
 

Making Shir Shalom serve you better… 

 
To do a better job of serving our members, we began to approach this by re-
thinking our Mission Statement about a year ago, and by adopting a new 
statement at the Annual Meeting last June.  It‘s central idea is that Shir Sha-
lom should be a center for Jewish life in this area; that it should be a resource 
for worship, education, pastoral support, cultural enlightenment and social 
action. 
 
One of the outgrowths of our embracing that statement was to conceive of 
and bring to actuality our Jewish Music and Art Festival last October, which 
attracted a great deal of notice for Shir Shalom and encouraged us to begin 
planning for other events to complement the cultural programming of our 
Adult Education Committee.  
 Concluded on page 7 
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The Congregation Gratefully            

Appreciates Generous Donations 

General Fund                                                                      

From Ed and Ruth Adams                                     
Wishing Good Health for                                 

Adley Hochstadt , Neal Attinson                                          
From Alexandra Allen                                   

From Mark and Amy Alper Hummel                
From David Artson                                        

From Baksheesh Benefit Shopping 
Night     From Bella Bogart                                         

From Lori Bremner                                        
From Marty and Laura Clein                          

From Eileen Daly                                           
From Al and Judith Friedman                       

From Rabbi Jack Gabriel                               
From Avram Goldman and Lori Hanson                                        

In honor of birth of grandson                                
Howard Bierman                                               

From  Maxine Gordon                                    
From Rudy Hammett and Rudy Lacoe         

From Philip and Mara Kahn                          
From Anne Katz                                                 

From Roger and Lorri Kaufman                          
From Richard and Celia Lenson                          

From Sy and Harriet Lenz                                    
From Jack and Beverly Levine                            

From Dania Massey                                       
From David Schoenbach                        

and Stephanie Ozer                                                  
From Sinai Memorial Chapel                        

 



WAITING FOR YOUR CALL 
Committee and Activity Chairs  

Adult Education 
         Susan Cohen 939.6637 susancohen@ix.netcom.com  
         Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519 phylsh@netzero.net 
Childrenõs Education  
         Amy Hummel-Alper 939.9701 aaalper@hotmail.com  
         Casey Tucker  539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net 
Caring  
        Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net 
        Pamela Sachs 938.7001 psk219@aol.com 
Calendar Maven   
        Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net 
Development  
        Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com 
Directory & Roster 
        Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Dues & Finance 
        Lori Bremner 996.9829 loribrem@gmail.com  
Festivals, Family Shabbat 
       Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Liaison JCA  
       Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net 
Membership 
         Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Menõs Club 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Music & Art Festival 
          David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Newsletter Noodge 
          Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com 
Office Manager 
          Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinators 
         Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com 
         Michele Samson 933.8512 ems3478@hotmail.com  
Shamash 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
          Sam Friend 996.4412  
Sisterhood  
          Eileen Greenberg   935.5880                                                           
          Eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   
          Lorri Kaufman  938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net  
          Michele Samson  933.8512  ems3478@hotmail.com 
Social Action 
        Sally Brian 996.3355 sbrian@sbcglobal.net 
        Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com  
        Laura Clein 938.3858 sales@consciousconsignment.com 
Volunteers 
         Bonnie Lasky 769.1778  bglasky@aol.com 
         Barbara Sachs-Senn  933.9794  barbsachs@aol.com 
Website 
        David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Worship  
           Henry Lasky 769.1778 jhlasky@comcast.net                      
           Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net 
Yahrzeit 
          Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@earthlink.net 
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Yahrzeit  

 

From Ed and Ruth Adams                                 
In memory of Elmer Berry 

From Zeva Cohn                                                
In memory of Elmer Berry,      

Stephen Surtshin  
From Norman and Susan Goldstein                   
In memory of mother Eva Goldstein,               

Steve Surtshin  
From Howard and Nina Gorbach                   

From Paul and Rori Habas                                
In memory of Elmer Berry                            

From Lotte Klugman                                          
In memory of Adolph Lehmann 

From Esther Norton                                            
In memory of Paul Pollock                             

From Muriel Robbins                                         
In memory of Israel ―Sam‖ Shainsky              

From Mitchell and Judi Shapiro                          
In memory of Elmer Berry  

 
Howard Sapper’s mother,   

Evelyn Sapper 
  

is moving to Sonoma  
on the first of February.  

We will be celebrating her  
85th birthday  

at Shabbat Services  
on February 14th at 10:30 a.m.  

 
Howard and his family will be 

sponsoring the Oneg.  
 

Please join us for the services  
and the celebration. 

mailto:susancohen@ix.netcom.com


4 

        The Adult Education Committee invites you to attend Rabbi Gabriel’s class: 
 

Love and Longing in the Torah and Kabbalah 
 

 Mondays, February 9 & 23, March 23, & April 6  
from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. in the classroom  

 

Yin and Yang, the completion created by opposites, is a concept that also exists in the Bible and in Jew-
ish mysticism.   If we love someone, what is the nature of our connection? If we long for someone, how 
much of that is longing for the Divine? 
 

In this four-part series, we will look at biblical characters like Jacob, Rachel and Leah, Samson and Deli-
lah, and Kabbalistic concepts like the interaction between Shechinah (The in-dwelling Feminine Spirit) 
and Ha Kadosh Baruch Hu (The Male Holy One of Blessing). 
   

We will discuss teachings and metaphors as well as sharing songs and personal insights.  An interest in 
the Jewish mystical tradition would be helpful.   
  
Class fee: $40/ members      $50/non-members     $15/drop-in 
 

For further information or to sign up, please contact Susan Cohen at  
939-6637 or susancohen@ix.netcom.com.  We appreciate advanced sign-up so that we know how 
many to expect. 

Adult education offerings     

I would like to wish everyone a happy & healthy New Year and 
to let you know that Sisterhood has a few activities planned for 
the next few months.   
 

 Susan Cohen and I joined a group of women from The First 
Congregational Church in Burlingame Hall to help make 
ñbrown bagò lunches for the homeless and needy.  We thought 
it would be a good idea for the Sisterhood of Shir Shalom to 
help participate in this wonderful program.  We need five vol-
unteers once a month from 9:30 ï 11:00 a.m. on the 3rd Fri-
day of the month.  We hope you will join us in doing this 
wonderful ñmitzvahò for our beautiful community of Sonoma.   
 

Please RSVP to me and let me know which days you would like to 
sign up.                                                                    Eileen Greenberg 

eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   935-5880 
 
 Also planned is a ñLearn to make Fleece Blanketsò night on Tues-
day, March 3rd from 7:00 ï 10:00 p.m. in Burlingame Hall.  Susan 
Cohenôs neighbor is part of the Blanket Brigade, which is making 
fleece blankets to donate to charities or to make for personal use.  
These blankets are so easy to make and look beautiful and cozy.  
You can make them for your children, grandchildren or for yourself.  
They are really simple to make, so come learn and if youôd like to 
start a blanket that evening, youôll need 2 pieces of l l/2 yards each of 
fleece for a child size blanket, or 2 pieces of 2 yards each for an adult 
size lap blanket.  You can buy the fleece at Hancockôs in Napa 
(which is now having a huge sale on fleece), or any fabric store.  
Also, youôll need a sharp pair of scissors and if you have a yard stick, 
bring it along.  No sewing involved.                                                                                                                            

If you have any questions regarding this project, please call Susan 
Cohen @ 939-6637. 
 

If you would like to attend this fun evening of an ñeasyò project and 
great company, please RSVP to Eileen Greenberg 

Please join the sisterhood sisters you òLOVEó 

being with for a Valentine Luncheon                        

at the Swiss Hotel, February 12th at 12:00 p.m.  

First Course  
*Three Bean Minestrone Soup  

*House Mixed Green Salad  
cucumbers, tomatoes, herb vinaigrette  

 Entrees  
*Classic Caesar Salad 

with grilled chicken breast  
*Grilled Chicken Sandwich  

with red pepper mayonnaise, pepperoncini  
served with French fries  
 *Char grilled Hamburger  
with traditional garnishes  

served medium with French fries  
 *Capellini  

with fresh tomatoes, marinara, basil, garlic, pinenuts  
Beverages 

Soda, Ice Tea, Coffee/Tea  
  

$22.00 per person tax & tip included  

RSVP Eileen Greenberg, 935 -5880  

eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com 

 
 

Sisterhood happenings  

mailto:eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com


Shir shalom school news 
Susan Jebrock 

There is an old saying: The optimist sees the ba-
gel.  The pessimist sees the hole.  So much of my life I 
have been pegging people and events as good/bad, 
delicious/yucky, right/wrong, healthy/dead, bagel/hole. I 
know this probably started way back in my family of 
origin.  I‘m sure that if I tried, I‘d have a great reason for 
being this way. But for now, I really want to stop the 
habit and realize that there is such a thing as a 
―bialy.‖  Indeed, the grey in life is where most of life 
happens.   
 

Just the other day, I received a call from Jack. Happy 
and in-the-moment, he was sharing his latest adven-
ture in Cape Town, South Africa.  He had gone on a 
safari and seen lions and tigers (no bears) while in a 
jeep, where the tour guide made sure to tell him, to 
keep his arms and legs inside the vehicle, since those 
lions love meat.  As he was sharing the story, I worked 
hard at listening to the details while my mind was telling 
me how tired he sounded.  I was experiencing a bad 
case of black and white thinking.  Either he wasn‘t tak-
ing care of himself with appropriate rest and therefore 
was going to die in Africa or everything was just fine 
and the fatigue I was hearing happens when a person 
goes 15,000 miles away and goes on a safari.  Pe-
riod.   
 

Mostly, I am living in fear, and without faith, when I drop 
into this old pattern. I forget about my belief in the 
goodness of HaShem (or the Universe) and take on 
―the all or nothing approach‖ to my life.  Sound familiar? 
It‘s very poignant for me right now while Jack is travel-
ing. I find myself worrying about things I have no con-
trol over.  I start focusing only on the hole and not the 
bagel or the bialy.  
 

So, the truth for me is that nothing in my life is ever go-
ing to be exactly like I want it to be.  I am always going 
to be lacking in some measure if I compare myself or 
my life or my partner to some black and white grid.   
 

Grey is the reality just like the delicious bialy.  Grey is 
the uncomfortable yet exciting unknown. There isn‘t 
one thing I can really do to make myself or Jack or any-
one else I love, immortal.  Nor would I want that re-
sponsibility anyway! What I want to do is realize that 
people, in particular, are not as simple as good/bad, 
happy/sad, black/white.  And the more I place myself or 
others in one of those boxes, I will live with anxiety and 
unhappiness.  
 

So, is it the bagel or hole?  After all these words, I 
really feel like eating a bialy with cream cheese and a 
Starbucks decaf. 

Reflections from the R.I.T. 

(Rebbetzin in training) 

Pamela Sachs 
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Our last newsletter item featured Shir Sha-
lom School's Primary, 3/4th Grade, and He-
brew classes.  Here is an update from our 6-
7th Grade Pre-Bnei Mitzvah Class!  

The students have been on a tour of Jewish 
history in America, from the first Jew (a con-
verso) who sailed with Christopher Colum-
bus up to the major immigration movements 
of German and East European Jews in the 
18th and early 19th centuries.  With the goal 
of learning an overview of significant people, 
places, and events in this huge time span we 
are using material from a variety of sources, 
including Journey Through Jewish History 
and  Let Freedom Ring, both by Seymour 
Rossel, and The American Jewish Album 
1654 to the Present, by Allon Schoener. 
The students are also researching their own 
family names and histories, and will be cre-
ating family trees. Next month the class will 
turn to the study of Israel, using A Young 
Person's History of Israel by David Bam-
berger, and hosting a guest teacher to dis-
cuss current events.  In addition, the stu-
dents will begin work in Our Sacred Texts, 
Discovering the Jewish Classics, by Ellen 
Singer and B.M. Zlotowitz, with the goal of 
completing Unit 1 "The Torah" this year and 
continuing with the book next year.   

This month we will be celebrating Tu B‘shvat 
with a special pot-luck Seder on February 
13th, starting at 6:00 PM.  All are invited, 
so watch for your invitation and don't forget 
to RSVP! 

Shalom, and we send blessings for healing 
to our teacher, Neal Attinson, and look for-
ward to his return to class!  We all love you, 
Neal! 

Susan Jebrock, Director of Education 

sjlj814@aol.com 

mailto:sjlj814@aol.com


OK. We didn't get in. Not to the Inauguration 
or the Ball that we had tickets for. Me, and 
thousands of other "purple ticket" holders 
were stuck for 5 hours in a freezing, mass 
mess of an unorganized and unsupervised 
sea of humanity. That's the bad news. The 
great news is that we were there, outside the 
purple gate, sharing the actual 'moment' 
huddled in a circle with 12 other so called 
strangers, holding up the transistor radio we 
happened to have; tears of joy, hugs, picture 
taking, straining to hear every every crackly 
word we could decipher… 
 

There was the elder Chinese linguistics 
teacher, the young black DC Congressional 
aide who knew the inside scoop on the work-
ings (and flaws) of DC infrastructure, kids, 
grandparents, people in wheel chairs and 
military uniforms, the hip young blogsters 
recording everything, nearly every one of 
them, kind, considerate, and full 
of empathetic looks at our common bad/
good fortune. We were elated, exhausted, 
marveling at the beauty of the crowd (mob, 
really). 
 

We did, however get in to the Staff Ball on 
Wednesday night, 'dressed up and ready to 
go', where, oh, seven thousand Obama 
workers were eating,  drinking and schmooz-
ing to Jay Z, and yes, got to see and hear, 
up close and personal, Joe, Plouff and Presi-
dent Obama! My throat was sore from the 
shouting and whooping it up, and I got some 
real live video shots. Obama seemed re-
laxed and even playful, after his first full day 
at the Office. He showered the staff with ap-
preciation. He teased the crowd for looking 
better than "after Iowa". He said a 
bunch more, joking that he told Michelle that 
he'd be brief. 
 
There wasn't a store clerk or cab driver who 
wasn't up for celebrating and as I left DC, I 
realized how truly happy and grateful I felt. 

The sense of spontaneous community that 
existed in and around the Inauguration was 
remarkable to experience. People demon-
strated an amazing openness with strangers; 
laughing together, striking up conversations 
while crowded on the metro platform, or on the 
mall at the opening concert singing along with 
everyone, even Pete Seeger, for goodness 
sakes, or stopping in for a warming cup of cof-
fee en route to the parade or…or... It didn‘t 
seem to matter where we were, or who we 
were, there was a powerful tug to connect.  
What brings you here today? Where are you 
from? What work do you do? What are your 
hopes now? How do you think things will 
change? Do you think so? 
 
Security concerns kept the streets clear of traf-
fic, save for foot traffic. How strange to be in 
the middle of a city, walking along in a throng 
of people, relatively quiet, sans vehicles. The 
void was filled with talk and song and laughter 
as we made our way from trains to events. 
 
As my daughter Rebecca is an attorney at the 
Treasury Department (yes, that‘s the sound of 
me kvelling), we had the luxury of partying 
right across the street from the White House, 
with a warm second story, indoor perch over 
Pennsylvania Avenue. Champagne in hand, 
we gathered in a conference room, to view the 
swearing in ceremony; cheering at the screen. 
 
Then, we all bundled up and made our way 
street side, elbow to elbow with the CNN guys, 
in time to see the President and First Lady 
walk by; oh, so close!  They turned to wave 
and smile in our direction; everyone was 
cheering and laughing and crying, and cheer-
ing some more!  I have the picture of that so 
clearly in my mind. I certainly didn‘t get the 
shot in my camera; too excited and in the mo-
ment to care!  
 
That‘s what hope feels like. 

Eye witness accounts 
Inauguration: two very unofficial reports 

Peggy Feuer Stephanie Ozer 
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Conclusion of  
Presidentõs Message 

The next steps in our ap-
proaches to strategic planning 
entail developing clarity in our 
knowledge of our members, 
their needs and desires for our 
congregation‘s present and fu-
ture directions and making sure 
that all planning and execution 
of programs by our Board and 
committees develop within the 
strategic framework being es-
tablished.  Success in this proc-
ess will make it more likely for 
us to establish fruitful fund rais-
ing programs and ultimately de-
velop the endowments that 
could assure financial stability 
for Shir Shalom‘s future. 
 

Speaking of finances… 

 
In late December, I made an 
appeal to members to try to 
close the $40,000 gap between 
Shir Shalom‘s projected income 
and its expenditures for the cur-
rent fiscal year.  We don‘t have 
a final number yet, as donations 
are still coming in, but I believe 
we have about $6000 so far.  
That is gratifying, but obviously 
we still have quite a way to go. 
 
B‘Shalom, 
Sy 
 
 

 

Letting People In, Jewishly 
 

 
 Believe it or not, I‘m a private person.  I know this may 
surprise you – after all, online I write quite freely about the events 
of my life.  But that‘s the writer‘s imperative in me, not the exhibi-
tionist.  So telling this community about Neal‘s recent illness and 
the loss of my job, and asking for help, has had some unex-
pected consequences:  people are coming to me.  To my house.  
To my door.  Inside my house!  To my side.  Like it or not, I‘m 
interacting.  And interacting with other people can be messy. 
 
 Those Talmud sages knew this; they were brilliant.  They 
knew exactly what they were doing when they encouraged visit-
ing the sick – ―bikkur cholim.‖  (This commandment, by the way, 
is said to have derived from God‘s visit to Abraham on the third 
day after his circumcision.  Gen. 18:1)  And there‘s more to this 
mitzvah than meets the eye.  Yes, it is good to bring cheer to 
those who ail.  Better still to bring chicken soup.  But the sages 
understood that encouraging people to interact when they are at 
their worst is a way of facilitating genuine communication.  Crisis 
invites people to be real with each other.  
 
 As a result of my opening the door on Neal‘s and my 
troubles, we‘ve had a steady stream of unexpected visitors.  
Usually my house and brain are cluttered, I‘m in my faded jeans, 
my hair is expressing its independence, and I‘m too exhausted to 
be much of a hostess.  No matter.  The Shir Shalom angels know 
just what to do.  They ignore the chaos, they bring light to dark 
places, sometimes they bring food, sometimes they press a card 
into our hands – ―a little something for you‖ they shrug noncha-
lantly – and when they leave, I always wonder what I was so 
afraid of, before I started letting people in. 
 
 Neal and I have many thank-yous to send, and they will 
be forthcoming.  We also want the community to know that, while 
we hope you never need help, we more fervently hope that if you 
do, you will tell us.  Tell everybody!  It‘s one of the ways we ex-
press ourselves Jewishly, and fulfill our ethical obligation to one 
another.  This was best summed up by a dear friend in the con-
gregation who, after I sent an email of thanks for his gifts, wrote 
back to me: ―It is what we are taught to do.  Nothing more can be 
said.‖ 
 
 Except perhaps, ―Amen.‖ 
 

Ann Clark attinson says 
Come in! 

Itôs that time of year to renew your   mem-
bership to ñSisterhoodò.  Dues are $20, 
payable  by March 1, 2009  and good 

through June, 2010.  Please send your 
check to Zeva Cohn, 147 St. James Drive, 

Sonoma, CA 95476.      
Join the Sisterhood and become a part  

of a special group of women 
 that make a difference. 
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Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in 

 

February  

  

Rose Nelson,  
Mother of Irene Markey 

Kenneth Jester,  
Brother of Peggy Lipson 

Rose Gerstein,  
Aunt of Ed Adams 

Claire Markey,  
Mother of William Markey 

Richard Markey,  
Brother of William Markey 

William Swann,  
Father of Dan Swann 
Charles Hochstadt,  

Father of Adley Hochstadt 
Kevin Schuepbach,  

Son-in-Law of  
Dick and Mary Ann Newman 

Sylvia Boutcher,  
Mother of Joyce Revis 

Philip Feingold,  
Brother of Joyce Revis 

Robert Gordon,  
Husband of Lois Gordon 

Solomon Perper,  
Father of Linda Tiefenthal 

Lena Cohn,                       
Mother of Franklin Cohn 

Yehuda Beck,                   
Grandfather of Gili Drori 

 Mary Sanders,                         
Mother of Jerry Sanders 
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Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in  

 

March  

Nettie Adams  
Mother of Ed Adams 
Matthew D. Artson  
Father of David T. Artson 
 Beatrice Barrow  
Sister of Ruth Adams 
Estelle Blattner   
Mother of Simon Blattner 
Frances Cooperstein  
Grandmother of Karen Garber 
Jack Diamond   
Father of Don Diamond 
Amir Drori   
Father of Gili Drori 
Lawrence Feinberg   
Father of Linda Alwitt 
Sophie Goldman   
Remembered by Linda Goldman 
Joseph Greenberg   
Father of Gary Greenberg 
Leo Habas   
Father of Paul Habas 
Doris Harris   
Sister of Ruth Adams 
Earle Jester  
Father of Peggy Lipson 
Robert Jester  
Brother of Peggy Lipson 
Barbara Krzywicki  
Mother of Carol Krauthamer 
Hans Lehmann  
Brother of Lotte Klugman 
Albert Newman  
Father of Richard Newman 
Jeanette Newman  
Mother of Richard Newman 
Al Pollack  
Remembered by Jerold 
Rosenberg 
David Robbins  
Husband of Muriel Robbins 
Max Robbins  
Father-in-law of Muriel Robbins 
Morton Sachs  
Father of Barbara Sachs-Senn & 
Pamela Sachs 
Harry Sacks  
Uncle of Barbara Sachs-Senn & 
Pamela Sachs 

Here and there    (a hin und a hair) 

Your Career Compass 

Tuesday, March  31, 2009                                      
5:45pm; check-in, networking, cocktails & light fare                             

6:30-9:00pm; program 

Are you looking for career direction? Define your goals 
and aspirations in this inspiring and interactive session 
led by expert coaches. Hear 'before and after' stories 
of women who underwent life-changing career make-
overs. Begin the process of your own transformation 
through thought-provoking career exploration exer-
cises that will help you define your goals and market 
yourself confidently.  
 

Coaches: Barbara Gottesman, Rebecca Zucker  

Jewish Vocational Service and Jewish Community 
Federation 

Call 650.349.1523 or email at northpen@sfjcf.org                              
$30, space limited 

Editor Apologizes to JCFS: Jewish Family and Childrenôs Service 
was responsible, as they have been every year, for generously 
supplying the Holiday Bags which our Caring Committee Crew 
delivered at Chanukah time. Please excuse the omission and 
know that we, and the recipients, are grateful for this service. 

Mazel Tov!  

Rori & Paul Habas                               

have a new ‗baby‘ 
—His name is Cru-
zer.  He is giving 

Paul a lot of puppy 
kisses and love                                     
and Rori a lot of 

laughs and walks.                                            
Cruzer is an 9 

pound Havanese.                    

Samuel Schnur  
Father of Esther Berlot 
Louis Schram  
Remembered by Richard Schram 
Sylvia Senn  
Mother of Dick Senn 
Esther Michel Shainsky  
Grandmother of Muriel Robbins 
Sam Shapiro  
Father of Mitchell Shapiro 
Hesse Steiman   
Grandmother of Muriel Robbins 

Questions about Jewish Life? 
Need Help? 

Jewish Community  
Information & Referral 
info@jewishnfo.org or 

415.7774545 



SHIR SHALOM HISTORY PROJECT  

 
Please participate in our study of who we are, where we come from, where we have lived, what 
languages and cultural heritage do we share.  No personal information will be identifiable with 
specific individuals.  Inclusion of your name on the response is optional, and will serve only to 
permit follow-up questions for clarity. 

Name _____________________________ 
 
Origins:  Where were you, your parents and grandparents born? 
You:                         Parents:                      Grandparents: 
 
 
What languages are or were principally spoken at home? 
You:                          Parents:                        Grandparents: 
 
 
Migrations/Displacements:  Were any members of your extended family forced to relocate by 
war, persecution?  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
Losses of family members to war, genocide or other conflict:  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have family members living in other countries?  Where? 
 
 
 
 
Affiliation/Identity:  How would you characterize your family’s Jewish affiliation or identity?  
Please check all that apply: 
 
___ Reform  ___Conservative  ___Orthodox  ___Renewal   
___Reconstructionist  ___ Secular  ___ Cultural  ___Ashkenazic ___ Sephardic  ___ Other  
 
Occupations/Professions:  What occupations or professions did members of your family engage 
in? 
 

 
 

 

Please mail this page to: Congregation Shir Shalom 

Att’n: Our History Project 

252 West Spain Street 

Sonoma, CA 95476 
Insert extra pages as needed. 

If you prefer, this survey will soon be available for download from our website. 
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In attendance: David Schoenbach, Rabbi Jack Gabriel, Adley Hochstadt, Sy Lenz, Lee Morgan Brown, 
Lori Goldman, Mara Kahn, Gili Drori, Bonnie Lasky, Susan Jebrock, Lee Schein. Excused: Lorri Kauf-
man, Casey Tucker, Lori Bremner, Sam Friend. 
Meeting begins: 7:06 pm. 
 

1. Rabbi‘s Dvar Torah: sharing his Shiviti, which is an artifact whose inspiration (and name) comes from 
Psalm 16 line of ―I place g-d before me always,‖ and commenting that it role in declaring the importance 
of intention for Jewish thinking.  Such placing, or seeing, is not of g-d per se, but rather the focus is on 
facing life, on all its dimensions, and having something occur to us from such inspection. 
2. Goal: to offer things to people as a part of their membership privileges; specifically, adult education 
classes should be free of charge. * The Board recommends that adult education committee reconsider 
this policy and that such fees be waived for members. 
3. Sy: space is tight!  In hope to offer Rabbi Jack the appropriate space for work, we need to arrange for 
storage. Ideas were proposed: a shed for storage of ―once a year‖ things; accessible storage for school 
material; additional storage at Burlingame Hall, which is dedicated for CSS needs. * Task allocation: Ad-
ley to research shed options; Sy will talk with Hutchinson and FCC committee, also regarding rent; Lorri 
Kaufman, the liaison with the FCC space committee, to be involved in all such discussions. Also, all 
committee members are called upon to clear material from the office. 
4. Sy: role of director of education.  To date, the role has been left undefined; Susan has also not re-
ceived a contract.  Education Committee and executives worked to develop a description of tasks and 
will work with Susan to define the role. 
5. Susan, report on School:  * Addendum: written report. Discussion developed on learning objectives 
(bench-marks for curricular attainment and testing), participation and attendance.  Education committee 
is set to meet in December.  Board members are invited to join School sessions. Compliments were 
given to the creation of the new pre-school class, Rabbi‘s involvement in school activities, and the lively 
and well-attended pot-luck dinners. Also mentioned was the ruckus during Family Shabbat and related 
safety issues. * Rabbi offers to sponsor, from the Rabbi discretionary fund, the payment for 2 older chil-
dren to watch the scene, as ―free safeties.‖ 
6. Music festival: Review meeting was held and summary notes are being prepared.  
7. Chanukah party: Discussion reviewed preparations, task allocation and the like.   
8. Membership: New Chair: Mara Kahn. Membership event planned for Sunday, February 8, 2009, with 
some 40-50 people in attendance. 
9. Memorial for Miriam Lucas: 
Held on coming Saturday (11 am), with luncheon generously sponsored by her family. 
10. Board Retreat: Work with goals of mission statement 
11. Future events, specifically Seder: Volunteers are needed to plan such big events and do so in ad-
vance.  Discussion developed about holding a second Seder, for children and a part of school. 
12. Sy, ―big issue‖ items: A. Call to raise visibility of our congregation and to invite additional people to 
grow our membership body.  The target is 150 membership units (currently at 110 paying households), 
as well increasing the contribution and involvement of current members. Discussion developed on PR 
strategies. The proposal is to design an ad that includes: (a) logo recognition, (b) add a codified line: 
―Worship, Festival, Education, Community‖ (c) phone and website address. B. Attendance at services: 
Discussion developed on strategies to: extend and rotate invitation with neighboring congregations; re-
mind members of features of services; organize special services (with themes or guest musicians); high-
light participation in service and in Oneg/Kiddush; make personal appeals to members, particularly with 
a ―preview‖ of activities planned.  
C. Tikkun Olam: Call to create a ―mission function‖ (in church lingo) that channels the energy of our 
community towards a joint social justice action and projects the image of our congregation as an active 
and involved community. D. Succession of leadership: 
Possibility of changing the By-Laws to allow for members to go into Executive role and even President‘s 
role without the perquisite of serving on Executive Committee beforehand. 
 

Meeting adjourned: 8:55 pm.   
Cordially recorded by Gili S. Drori 

Summary of minutes of board of directorsõ meeting: November 18th 18182009 
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In an effort  to go ―green‖ and to reduce office expenses, we will be sending 
―thank you‖ letters for your donations by e-mail. These letters will come from 
one of our office staff volunteers:  MaxineGordon (her e-mail: 
ruthie4u@comcast.net), Bonnie Lasky (her e-mail: bglasky@comcast.net), 
or info@shir-shalom.org.  
  
Notices regarding Yahrzeits will be sent via e-mail.  Those notices will be 
coming from our Yahrzeit Coordinator, Celia Lenson  (her e-mail:            
celialenson@att.net ) 
 
You will be able to make donations via PayPal, Mastercard/Visa on-line 
through the new website, as well as by ‗snail mail‘  
 

Thank You 

For understandingééééé. 


