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President’s Message 
  Sy Lenz 

 
 
From strength to strength… 
 
Shir Shalom is on a roll.  We have had a string of successes that 
we can build on. Beginning with High Holy Days in 2008, followed 
by our Jewish Music and Arts Festival in October, our Chanukah 
celebration in December (though muted by the loss of Steve Surt-
shin) was great and also a demonstration that our “family” was 
large, buoyant and resilient.  We moved on to enjoy a Tu B’shvat 
Seder in February and a boisterous and fun-filled Purim fest in 
March.  Shortly, we will be enjoying our community Passover Se-
der. 
 
Though we still fret about budgets, we look eagerly to increases in 
our membership to the point where our collective fiscal angst is 
manageable.  The truth is that until or unless we become benefici-
aries of bequests from a number of members, we will always have 
to strive to survive.   Like the vines in premium vineyards, maybe 
we need to struggle a bit to become strong enough to produce a 
great result year after year. 
 
So, kudos to all of us for being part of this exciting congregation. 
May we continue to make Jewish life in Sonoma a vibrant, warm 
and meaningful experience for all. We owe a special “well done!” 
to our Festival, Membership, Children’s Education, Sisterhood and 
Men’s Club groups for all the good work to bring new members, 
youngsters and parents into our community. Thanks also to Rabbi 
Jack, who skillfully blends fun and serious applications of the spiri-
tual “glue” that binds us together. 
 

Shalom, 
Sy 

  

 

 

See   

Sisterhood 

News 
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CONGREGATION  
SHIR SHALOM 

 

Rabbi Jack Gabriel 
 

Board of Directors 
Sy Lenz, President:  

996.4104 sylenz@comcast.net  
Bonnie Lasky,Vice President:  

769.1778 bglasky@comcast.net 
Casey Tucker, Secretary: 

539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net  
   Lori Bremner, Treasurer:  

363.1263 loribrem@gmail.com 
Lee Morgan Brown 

939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Gili Drori 

996.9605 drori@stanford.edu  
Sam Friend 

996.4412 sfriend@ehsd.co.contra-costa.ca.us  
Lori Goldman  

939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com  
Adley Hochstadt  

996.1389 adley@vom.com  
Mara Kahn 

935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Lorri Kaufman 

938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net 
Lee Schein 
938.5648 

David Schoenbach 
938.0110 davidsch@sonic.net  

 
 

School Director 
Susan Jebrock 

707.938.5425 Sjlj814@aol.com  
 
 
             

Newsletter Staff  
 Peggy Feuer, Editor 

 Bonnie Lasky, Photographer 
David Schoenbach, Website  

 

Items for newsletter are due the 16th of each month.  

Send to Peggy Feuer, P.O. Box 2248, Sonoma 95476  

or e-mail peggyf@vom.com 

Published monthly except July 

 
 

Congregation Website: www.shir-shalom.org   

Telephone: 707.935.3636 
 

  Contributions/Donations:  Send to  

  Congregation Shir Shalom, 

  252 West Spain Street, 

  Sonoma, California 95476  
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The Congregation Gratefully            

Appreciates Generous Donations 

General Fund                                     

James and Patricia Amdur               
David Artson                                    

Rudy Lacoe and Peggy Hammett            
Sy and Harriet Lenz                         

Howard and Karen Sapper               
Richard and Barbara Senn                                                                        

Yahrzeit 
 

From Marty and Laura Clein  
 

From Jerry J. Sanders and Gili S. Drori                      
In memory of 

Yehuda Beck, Mary Sanders, Amir Drori  
 

From Adley Hochstadt                                       
In memory of Charles Hochstadt                      

 
From David and Susan Reber 

Participate in the Shoah Names Recovery Project  
 
Yad Vashem in Jerusalem has been conducting the Names 
Recovery campaign for over 50 years. This project calls 
upon Survivors, family, and friends of Holocaust victims to 
memorialize them by recording their names and other 
biographical data on Internet ñPages of Testimony.ò The aim 
is to ensure that no Shoah victim is forgotten. JFCS is 
helping to identify those who might remember Holocaust 
victims, and trains volunteers to help them create the Pages 
of Testimony. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, 
or know of someone who might be able to identify victims, 
please contact Vicki Wedegaertner at 707-303-1532 or 
vickiw@jfcs.org.  



WAITING FOR YOUR CALL 
Committee and Activity Chairs  

Adult Education 
         Susan Cohen 939.6637 susancohen@ix.netcom.com  
         Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519 phylsh@netzero.net 
Childrenõs Education  
         Amy Hummel-Alper 939.9701 aaalper@hotmail.com  
         Casey Tucker  539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net 
Caring  
        Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net 
        Pamela Sachs 938.7001 psk219@aol.com 
Calendar Maven   
        Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net 
Development  
        Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com 
Directory & Roster 
        Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Dues & Finance 
        Lori Bremner 996.9829 loribrem@gmail.com  
Festivals, Family Shabbat 
       Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Liaison JCA  
       Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net 
Membership 
         Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Menõs Club 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Music & Art Festival 
          David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Newsletter Noodge 
          Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com 
Office Manager 
          Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinators 
         Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com 
         Michele Samson 933.8512 ems3478@hotmail.com  
Shamash 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
          Sam Friend 996.4412  
Sisterhood  
          Eileen Greenberg   935.5880                                                           
          Eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   
          Lorri Kaufman  938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net  
          Michele Samson  933.8512  ems3478@hotmail.com 
Social Action 
        Sally Brian 996.3355 sbrian@sbcglobal.net 
        Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com  
        Laura Clein 938.3858 sales@consciousconsignment.com 
Volunteers 
         Bonnie Lasky 769.1778  bglasky@aol.com 
         Barbara Sachs-Senn  933.9794  barbsachs@aol.com 
Website 
        David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Worship  
           Henry Lasky 769.1778 jhlasky@comcast.net                      
           Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net 
Yahrzeit 
          Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@earthlink.net 
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Annual Sonoma County          
Yom Hashoah Commemoration 

 

 ñTelling the Story:                     
Creating Continuityò  

 
Sunday, April 19, from 2ð4 p.m.  

    Friedman Center, Santa Rosa 

 

The centerpiece will be a candle-
lighting ceremony by Holocaust 
survivors escorted by local teens 
and college students.  Featured 
speakers will be three generations 
of the Turner/Bornstein family, 
recounting the story of the journey 
from Europe through Shanghai to 
Santa Rosa, and the transmission 
of Holocaust memory within their 
family.   Gesher Calmenson, foun-
der of Remember Us: The Holo-
caust Bnai Mitzvah Project, will 
share ways that Holocaust memory 
is being transmitted to a new gen-
eration in synagogues around the 
country. 
There will be musical selections by 
guest musicians from the Jewish 
Youth Orchestra of San Francisco 
throughout the program, and liturgi-
cal music by cantorial soloists Fredi 
Bloom and Leira Satlof.                                                    
The event is co-sponsored by So-
noma County synagogues, the 
Jewish Community Center of So-
noma County, the Sonoma State 
University Alliance for the Study of 
the Holocaust, and Remember Us: 
The Holocaust Bnai Mitzvah Pro-
ject.   Yellow candles will be avail-

able after the program. 

For more information call Gesher 

Calmenson (707)528-4213 

mailto:susancohen@ix.netcom.com


4 

 

Sisterhood happenings  

 

I want to congratulate all of you that have made Congregation Shir Shalom Sisterhood such a 

huge success.  We now have 32 paid up members, with more coming in every day.  Join us and 

become part of a wonderful group of women.  

SEDER NEWS  Donõt forget to mark Thursday, April 9 th  for the Passover Seder .  Sisterhood 

is sponsoring this Seder, and we are depending on all of you to help make this another enjoyable 

occasion.  We need volunteers to make the Charoset and  Passover Desserts and to help set up.  

Please call or email me at the address below .  We also want to thank Sally Brian for so gen-

erously volunteering to make homemade horseradish  for this Seder.   

Sonoma Market has a wonderful Passover display in their store this year.  They have a large 

selection of items and are selling all Passover products at 10% over cost.  They are really trying 

to support our local Jewish Community so please give them your support.  

BROWN PAPER BAGGERS NEWS This is just a reminder that we are doing the Brown Bag 

lunches for the homeless and needy on Friday, April 10 th .   The dates have been changed to 

the 2 nd Friday of the month from now on.   We meet in Burlingame Hall at 9:30 a.m. until 11:00 

a.m.  We have had a huge success with volunteers from the Sisterhood and members of the 

Temple.  We really appreciate your time and energy and kindness in helping members of the 

community less fortunate than ourselves.  We are delivering lunches to La Luz, The Vineyard 

Workers Association, an apartment complex with quite a few families in Agua Caliente, and the 

homeless who live under the bridge in Boyes  Hot Springs.  

I would also like to thank everyone who has so generously baked cookies to put into the lunches.  

The response has been overwhelming and so appreciated.  It looks like we have enough cookies 

left over from this last time (they were frozen) to take care of next months bags.   

Also a big òThank Youó to Heidi Geffen who has donated yummy candy to put into these lunches.  

Everyone needs a little òsweetnessó in their lives. 

Again, thank you and please RSVP to me if you can help stuff brown bags on April 10th.  

 ACTIVITIES  There seems to be quite an interest in learning to play Mah Jongg.  We are trying 

to organize a day and time that would be convenient for all.  Please email or call me  so that we 

can get the ball (or should I say òtileó) rolling.  Also, if anyone has any Mah Jongg sets that 

they would like to donate to the Sisterhood, it would be appreciated.   

We are in the process of planning lunches, dinners and a few outings, so watch for notices of 

upcoming events.  

Eileen Greenberg                                                                                                                      
eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com                                                                                                    
935 -5880  

mailto:eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com


ðMara Kahn, Membership Chair 

 
Welcome! 

 
What a joy it was on March 1

st
 to welcome 

so many of our new and returning member 
families to our congregation.  Over 25 new 
member adults and several children were 
greeted by Rabbi Jack and Pamela, 
members of the Board of Directors, the 
Membership Committee and School 
Director Susan Jebrock. Our thanks to Lori 
& Avram Goldman for opening their lovely 
home on such a rainy day.  
 

While munching on sumptuous hors 
d'oeuvres prepared by The Membership 
Committee and wine donated by the Men's 
Club the group was welcomed by President 
Sy Lenz then serenaded by Rabbi Jack. 
Everyone was then given a few minutes to 
give a short introduction. It was amazing the 
common bonds, similar life experience and 
shared hopes we discovered in that room. 
We established once again that 
Congregation Shir Shalom is a family. 
 
After even more gabbing, schmoozing and 
food, each new member family was 
presented with a welcome bag which 
included many of the things one needs to 
make a house a Jewish home including a 
coupon for challah, soup mix, candles, wine, 
a chai cookie cutter, a battery operated 
yarzheit candle, prayers and a Jewish 
calendar.  
 

Thanks to my terrific Membership 
Committee: Pamela Sachs, Adley 
Hochstadt, Sandra Leib, Casey Tucker 
Barbara Sachs-Senn and Bonnie Lasky. As 
usual we had a hand from the Bremner 
boys, Joel and Nick. Joel took charge of 
entertaining the children and Nick navigated 
the car park. And special thanks to Lori & 
Avram Goldman for their generosity in 
hosting.  
 

It is always a joy to welcome new members. 
They are the lifeblood of our congregation. 
Tell your friends about Congregation Shir 
Shalom and invite them to join our family. 
 

 

Membership Committee 
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                                                         ð Ann Clark Attinson 
 

The Folding Chair 
 
 Think of all the times in your life when you've sat 
on a folding chair.  Under what circumstances.  And what 
it felt like.  They creak.  They pinch and poke.  As we get 
older, they're never big enough.  Some of us hang off the 
side.  There are no arms, so we don't know what to do 
with ours -- unless we're holding fruit punch in one hand 
and a slice of white sheet cake with raspberry filling in the 
other.  And where are we when we're sitting in those 
chairs?  Wedding receptions.  School recitals.  Living 
room baby showers.  Church basements. Meeting halls.  
Synagogue classrooms. Thanksgiving with family. 
 
 These are the chairs in which we heard our 
child's first school concert; the chairs we were warned by 
nervous mothers not to lean back in; the chairs we 
hauled out when company was coming; the chairs we 
were always borrowing and loaning.  They fold up in a 
trunk, they stack, they rack, and they fit perfectly one un-
der each arm.  Sometimes they're ugly greyish-brown 
metal, and sometimes they're wooden with slats.  Some-
times they're a shiny basic black, and sometimes they're 
painted white and decorated with bows.  Often they sag 
in the middle from too many PTA luncheons.  We can 
move them around from table to table, push them back, 
scoot them closer to our loved ones, turn them around 
and straddle them sitting backwards, and rearrange rows 
to our liking.  There's a familiarity about them which lends 
itself to such casual ownership. 
 
 Every day across the country, folding chairs are 
being set up and it always means the same thing:  Peo-
ple gathering with a common interest.  Each unfolding is 
an act of hope: let the attendance be good.  (Those in-
volved in community work, from fund-raising fashion 
shows to the annual spring chorale have no doubt heard 
the proud next-day report:  "We had to set out more 
chairs!") 
 
 Where there are folding chairs, there is together-
ness and, usually, laughter.  Children singing.  People 
eating.  Dancing, meeting, listening, talking, learning, 
marrying, unwrapping gifts.  Community building and 
community mingling.  All in circles or rows of metal 
chairs.  We curse them when we should honor them.  
Archie Bunker's chair in the Smithsonian?  Nonsense.  
Instead there should be one perfect, squeaky, uncomfort-
able rubber-tipped, scarred ugly beige folding chair. 
 

News and views 

From The Observant Jew 



Take a look      ôTee a cookõ 
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Purim Madness! 
 
We were noshing on some 
hamantaschen! Yes this year's 
Congregation Shir Shalom Purim 
Schpiel and Dinner elicited all 
the laughter, boos and wild 
costumes that this fun holiday 
demands. Following a children's 
crafts, games and 
hamantaschen baking 
session more than 80 people 
from babies to 90 year olds 
celebrated the holiday. 
 
Our own Rabbi Jack, Pamela, Neal 
Attinson and Ann Clark (The Not 
Ready for Shabbat Players) 
performed a song-filled Purim Schpiel 
with music set to familiar tunes and 
words and costumes that made us 
laugh and boo and sing along.  
Sonoma's own klezmer band, 
Simka provided the 
accompaniment.  
 
After welcoming the Shabbat we sat 
down to a Men's Club-organized 
dinner. The $5 dinner package 
included a fabulous hot dog, a 
bag of chips and a drink. Pot luck 
appetizers, salads and 
dessert were augmented by 
hot-from-the-oven 
hamantaschen. 
 
The evening really 
came alive when Simka's 
music got us off our 
feet and Israeli 
dancing. And let's not 
forget the creative 
costumes worn by young 
and old alike that added 
to the festive 
atmosphere.   
 
Don't miss our next community 
celebration, our Passover Seder 
on April 9

th
. 

Go to the congregation website : 
http://shir-shalom.org/index.htm;  then 
to History; then to Photo Gallery to 
see ALL the pictures from Purim!   

http://shir-shalom.org/index.htm
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Here and there    (a hin und a hair) 
 
FREE Workshops ð Managing Sleep and Stress  
These challenging times can be stressful and the ability to 
manage that stress is important to our health and well-
being. Learn skills to move forward in positive ways. Three 
session series will provide practical skills, support and 
guidance, and will be facilitated by Judith Bernstein, LCSW, 
who lives, works and attends synagogue in Sonoma 
County. She teaches stress reduction to people with 
chronic pain and is interested in stress-related illness and 
the mind body connection. Her background includes 
working in hospitals, providing home care and hospice 
services, and managing treatment programs. Trained at the 
University of California, Los Angeles, and the University of 
Southern California, she has been a licensed social worker 
since 1983. Series dates: April 28, May 12 and May 26, 
5:00-6:30 pm. At JFCS, 1360 N. Dutton Ave., Ste. C. 
Sign up and telephone intake required ð contact Sara 

Downing 707-303-1536 or sarad@jfcs.org.  
 
FREE Job Networking Sessions  
Did you know that these days almost 80% of jobs are 
found through networking? JFCS, as a part of the 
Jewish Emergency Assistance Network (JEAN), wants 
to make it easier for you to network, identify your 
greatest strengths, and understand your transferable 
skills. Let the benefits of networking help you move 
yourself forward with renewed hope and success. 
Dates: 1st and 3rd Thursdays beginning April 23rd, 
1:30-3:00 pm. Free at JFCS 1360 N. Dutton Ave., Ste. 
C. Contact Sara Downing 707-303-1536 or 
sarad@jfcs.org.  
 
FREE Tax Preparation  

Thanks to grants from United Way and Sonoma 
County Human Services Department, once again 
Jewish Family and Childrenõs Services is offering 
FREE Income Tax preparation for families with an 

adjusted gross income under $42,000. Trained 
volunteers assist you in the online preparation of your 
Income Tax Return. Weekday, evening and Saturday 

appointments are available through April 11, 2009. Call 
707-571-2048 to schedule your appointment 

                                                        

Online Video Repository of 3,000 Years of     
Torah Wisdom 

  

We are pleased to introduce you to an independ-
ent online video library of English language Torah 

wisdom. KosherTube <http://
www.koshertube.com/> is the online home of The 

Electronic Torah Education Institute, a 501c3 
Charitable Institution with a mandate to produce 
Jewish content and to provide a platform for peo-

ple to explore the beauty and spiritual depth of 
our shared Jewish heritage and traditions. 

KosherTube's video library is filled with thousands 
of videos which are sure to be a valuable, enlight-

ening and entertaining resource for everyone 
Á        New Videos recorded daily and uploaded 
by our production teams in North America and 

Israel; 
Á        Online Video Content discovered by pro-

grammers who scour the web daily;  
Á        Member Videos uploaded from folks in your 

community using KosherTube's easy interface. 
 

Chai-Lights 
For a sampling of what KosherTube has to offer, 
check out the interactive video blog "Chai Lights", 
debuting shortly, which examines contemporary 
Jewish issues and highlights some of the best 

videos broadcast at KosherTube <http://
www.koshertube.com/> .  

 
 

  
David Ostriker, President  
dmo@KosherTube.com  

Face It! 
 
Are you on Facebook? Then you should 
know that the Congregation has a Facebook 
group. Just type in “Congregation Shir Sha-
lom” in the group search box and join us. As 
the number of members to this group grows 
we can use this page to keep in touch, up-
date congregation events share causes and, 
well, whatever! 
  
For more information contact Mara Kahn on 
her Facebook page or email mara-
kahn@gmail.com. 

Anita Whitehead 
707-571-8131   

http://www.koshertube.com/
http://www.koshertube.com/
http://www.koshertube.com/
http://www.koshertube.com/
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Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in 

 

             April  
Shoshana Beck  
Grandmother of Gili Drori 
Ghislaine Berrebi remembered by 
Rudy Lacoe & Peggy Hammett 
Jere Brian   
Husband of Sally Brian 
Benjamin Cohn  
Father of Franklin Cohn 
Dolly Droast  
Lois Durham remembered by 
Joyce Revis 
Harold Ehrlich   
Father of Robin Bret 
Stuart Farber  
Brother of David Farber 
Sylvia Friedman  
Mother of Judi Shapiro 
Saul Greenstein  
Husband of Patsy Greenstein 
Jerome Grotsky 
Brother-in-law of David T. Artson 
Howard Hanson  
Father of Lori Goldman 
Audrey Horowitz  
Mother of Sanford Horowitz 
Bill Jackson remembered by  
Peggy & Michael Lipson 
Charles Jester  
Brother of Peggy Lipson 
Charles Kotin  
Grandfather of Gwen Watson 
Sanford Marcus  
Father of Carol Marcus 
Pauline Marks  
Mother of Leona Jacobs 
Frieda Diamond Poler  
Mother of Marvin Diamond 
William Sagall  
Father of Nina Gorbach 
Helen Shainsky  
Mother of Muriel Robbins 
Joseph Skerpan  
Father of Liane Makiva 
Alvin Snyder  
Father of Marc Snyder 
Phyllis Stauber  
Mother of Naomi Stauber 
Abraham Stolman  
Father of Ed Stolman 
Marjorie Surtshin  
Mother of Stephen Surtshin 
Larry Tucker  
Father of Casey Tucker 
Max Zuntz  
Father of Michael Zuntz 
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save the dates: 
July 14 & 15,  

7:30-9:00 pm., 
 Burlingame Hall,  
The Golden Age  
of Tutankhamun:  
A Preview of the  

de Young Exhibit.   
Offered through 

 Lehrhaus Judaica 



Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in  

May 
Sarah Alewitz  
Remembered by Robert & Linda Alwitt 
Moshe Alexandroni  
Brother-in-law of Jerry Sanders 
Fredrica Berlot   
Mother of Les Berlot 
Harry Robert Bremner  
Father-in-law of Lori Bremner 
Lee Caplan  
Remembered by Susan & David Reber 
Letty Daly  
Mother of Eileen Daly 
Florence Egger  
Mother of Howard Egger-Bovet 
Larry Giller   
Remembered by Joyce Revis 
Louis Goldstein   
Father of Norman Goldstein 
Margie Graff  
Michael Harf 
Brother of Robert Harf 
Richard Sanford Hyman   
Father of Ronald Hyman 
Michael Jebrock  
Remembered by Larry Jebrock 
Else Lehman  
Mother of Lotte Klugman 
Harold Levy   
Remembered by Marcia & Jim Levy 
Nathan Nelson   
Father of Iren Markey 
Bess Oberndorfer   
Grandmother of Lee Morgan Brown 
Sean Pettibone  
Remembered by Heidi Geffen 
Sally Phillips   
Remembered by Phillips Wagner 
Fannie Probst   
Grandmother of Barbara Insel 
Fred Rosenthal  
Father of Lotte Rosenberg 
Herbert Schein  
Husband of Lee Schein 
Joachim Shapira  
Father of Sonya Strahl 
Molly Siegel   
Mother of Zeva Cohn 
Rita Snyder   
Mother of Marc Snyder 
Ann Grossman Tabing   
Friend of Susan Jebrock 
Helen Marjorie Tanner  
Mother of Richard Lenson   
Gisela Feuer Unger  
Aunt of Peggy Feuer 

 
Passover Seder  

April 9th  
 

Doors open at 5:30pm                     Service starts at 6:00pm 
 

Celebrate Our Freedom 
with Rabbi Jack Gabriel 

 
CSS & FCC Members, $36 

Chjildren 8-12, $18 
Children under 8, no charge 

Burlingame Hall 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chicken Matzo Ball Soup 
Gefillte Fish 
Roasted Chicken 
Seasonal Vegetables 
Roasted Potatoes 
Salad 
Wine, Coffee, Tea, Water 
 
Homemade desserts 
By the Sisterhood 
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SHIR SHALOM HISTORY PROJECT  

 
Please participate in our study of who we are, where we come from, where we have lived, what 
languages and cultural heritage do we share.  No personal information will be identifiable with 
specific individuals.  Inclusion of your name on the response is optional, and will serve only to 
permit follow-up questions for clarity. 

Name _____________________________ 
 
Origins:  Where were you, your parents and grandparents born? 
You:                         Parents:                      Grandparents: 
 
 
What languages are or were principally spoken at home? 
You:                          Parents:                        Grandparents: 
 
 
Migrations/Displacements:  Were any members of your extended family forced to relocate by 
war, persecution?  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
Losses of family members to war, genocide or other conflict:  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have family members living in other countries?  Where? 
 
 
 
 
Affiliation/Identity:  How would you characterize your family’s Jewish affiliation or identity?  
Please check all that apply: 
 
___ Reform  ___Conservative  ___Orthodox  ___Renewal   
___Reconstructionist  ___ Secular  ___ Cultural  ___Ashkenazic ___ Sephardic  ___ Other  
 
Occupations/Professions:  What occupations or professions did members of your family engage 
in? 
 

 
 

 

Please mail this page to: Congregation Shir Shalom 

Att’n: Our History Project 

252 West Spain Street 

Sonoma, CA 95476 
Insert extra pages as needed. 

If you prefer, this survey will soon be available for download from our website. 



January 27, 2009 

 

Agenda 
1 Call for Order: 7:05pm 
2 Blessing for Communal leadership 

In attendance:, Sam Friend, Sy Lenz, Lori Goldman, Mara Kahn, Gili Drori, Casey Tucker. Lee 
Schein, Bonnie Lasky, Adley Hochstadt, Susan Jebrock, Lorri Kaufman, Pamela Sachs 
Excused:, Rabbi Jack Gabriel, Lee Morgan Brown, , David Schoenbach, , Lori Bremner 
Discussion and approval of December 2008 Board minutes  MSA w/o objection 
Strategic Planning Committee: meeting held with some members of the exec cmte and the 
planning cmte.  Cmte urged board to form a cmte to continue with this work.  Mark Hummel 
and Lori Kaufman have been asked to head up this cmte.  Committee guidelines will be for-
warded to the planning committee as well as other cmtes.  Planning cmte will examine the 
roles of the various CSS cmtes.  
Resolution to create the “Shir Shalom Caring Committee Welfare Fund”: Disbursements 
would be at the discretion of the Caring Committee.  Funds will be segregated from other CSS 
funds.  Fund will be called the “CSS Tzedakah fund”. MSA w/o objection. 
Committee reports:   
Children’s Education: Susan: written report was presented to board.  Grant request from BJE 
has been granted for student family tree project.  BJE will be reimbursing based on success 
and expenses of project.  

Adult Education: Rabbi’s class starting; Movie: Friday Jan 30th ; Idea: Pamela: Gave handout 

for description of adult education proposal.   

Membership: 120 family units presently engaged (or in process of engagement) with the con-
gregation; New member event: Sun 3/1, Avram and Lorri Goldman have donated the use of 
their home for this event; Directory is complete and ready to be printed.  Ads amounted to be-
tween $600-$700 which will pay for the production & mailing. 
Other issues: 
URJ Kallah February 6-8 in Santa Clara: Susan, Jack, Sy, Pamela, Mara? 
Passover: Sisterhood and Mens Club: Sisterhood-food, Mens club-wine  Thurs 4/9 @ 6pm   
Storage: Unit to be rented starting February 1, 2009 5x10 costs 1k/yr  Considering a used 
shipping container instead. 
Response to Financial Appeal letter: Donations ranged from $10 to $1500.  Total received was 
over $6,000. 
Music Festival: date of next one: May 2010 
Andy’s band decided to accept payment for Hannukkah event with the understanding that they 
will provide us with a free event at some point in the future.  We will invite them to join us for 
our Purim celebrations. 
Formal thanks to Barbara Sachs Senn for leading the healing circle. 
 
Adjourned: 8:25pm 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Casey Tucker, Board Secretary CSS 
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Return Service Requested 

Walking the Labyrinth:  

a Journey to the Center of the Self 
 

Sunday May 17 
3:00 to 4:00p.m. 

 

Join our combined communities 

as we gather with Rabbi Rami Shapiro 

who will guide us in the spiritual practice of walking the labyrinth. 

 

First Congregational Church of Sonoma & Congregation Shir Shalom 
252 West Spain Street, Sonoma  

 
Suggested donation $5 

 

FCC,  996.7328 

CSS,  769.1778 

www.rabbirami.com 

HAPPY  PESACH 


