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President’s Message 
  Sy Lenz 

Many tales to tell this month! 
 
High Holy Days… 
 
Kudos to Rabbi Jack and Henry 
Lasky for orchestrating sensitive and 
uplifting observances and including 
participation from many congregants. 
Thanks also for our shofar master 
Marvin Diamond, musical support 
from Stephanie Ozer, Steve Surtchin 
and Rich Lenson, whose artistry en-
riched our experience greatly.  Our 
gratitude also to Bonnie Lasky, Pam-
ela Sachs, Lee Morgan Brown, Adley 
Hochstadt, Brian Farwell, our Sister-
hood and Menôs Club members as 
well as assisting Board Members for 
all the hard work of notices, mailings, 
ticketing, reception, schlepping 
prayer books, preparing onegs, and a 
great Break-the-Fast culmination! 
 
Sukkot… 

 
Our communal Sukkah was erected 
on Sunday, October 12th.  Our Menôs 
Club group had help from mother and 
daughter team of Melissa and Sophia 
Barnett. It seemed quite noticeable in 
the ñfront yardò of our campus for a 
few days, until it was dwarfed by the 
two large tents erected in preparation 
for our Music and Art Festival 
planned for the following Sunday, 
October 19th.  Hay bales were 
brought in for seating in the Sukkah 
and decorations were added by our  

Concluded on page 13 

     The Month of Heshvan             
and the Pleasures of Autumn 
 
Following the holidays of Tishrei, 
the Hebrew month we've just ex-
perienced, comes Mar Heshvan a 
month without holidays. Mar 
means bitter so our Rabbis, in me-
dieval times, considered a month 
without overt celebrations a "bitter" 
one.  I, however, disagree.  This 
month may not have Sukkot or a 
first-ever Sonoma Festival or Sim-
chat Torah or a terrific Break-the-
Fast, but it has its quiet moments 
of real pleasure. Every Shabbat's 
Torah Study (and there are five of 
them) offers a deep and moving 
portrayal of our ancient family, 
from Noah through Abraham, 
Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca. Every 
Shabbat offers us time to walk 
around the plaza or visit our favor-
ite hiking trail. 
 
After November 2nd, the nights get 
longer allowing for candle light din-
ners and taking time for introspec-
tion. Also, music and the arts can 
chase the Winter blues away.  For 
example, on November 13th, I will 
celebrate my teacher Shlomo Car-
lebach's Yahrzeit (Anniversary) at 
Kehilla Community Synagogue in 
Piedmont. We're holding a concert 
called, "Me and Shlomo Down By 
The School Yard." All of you are 
invited, as I bring my band Rebbe  

Rabbi’s Letter 
Jack Gabriel 

Concluded on page 13 



CONGREGATION  
SHIR SHALOM 

 

Rabbi Jack Gabriel 
 

Board of Directors 
Sy Lenz, President:  

996.4104 sylenz@comcast.net  
Bonnie Lasky,Vice President:  

769.1778 bglasky@comcast.net 
Casey Tucker, Secretary: 

539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net  
   Lori Bremner, Treasurer:  

363.1263 loribrem@gmail.com 
Lee Morgan Brown 

939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Gili Drori 

996.9605 drori@stanford.edu  
Sam Friend 

996.4412 sfriend@ehsd.co.contra-costa.ca.us  
Lori Goldman  

939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com  
Adley Hochstadt  

996.1389 adley@vom.com  
Mara Kahn 

935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Lorri Kaufman 

938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net 
Lee Schein 
938.5648 

David Schoenbach 
938.0110 davidsch@sonic.net  

 
 

School Director 
Susan Jebrock 

707.938.5425 Sjlj814@aol.com  
 
 
             

Newsletter Staff  
 Peggy Feuer, Editor 

 Bonnie Lasky, Photographer 
David Schoenbach, Website  

 

Items for newsletter are due the 16th of each month.  

Send to Peggy Feuer, P.O. Box 2248, Sonoma 95476  

or e-mail peggyf@vom.com 

Published monthly except July 

 
 

Congregation Website: www.shir-shalom.org   

Telephone: 707.935.3636 
 

  Contributions/Donations:  Send to  

  Congregation Shir Shalom, 

  252 West Spain Street, 

  Sonoma, California 95476  
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The Congregation Gratefully            

Appreciates Generous Donations 

 General Fund     

           

Bruce Cohn                                             
Steve and Rebecca Payne  

 Yahrzeit  

From Leonard and Sandra  Leib                       
In memory of                                      

Mildred Winograd and Julius Winograd   

 High Holy Day Tickets                                                          

Nancy Adler                                               
Jesse Buckner Alper                                 

Melissa Barnett                                       
Phyllis Bass                                                 
Richard Bien                                             

John and Dona Bonick                                       
Robert K. Gardner                                     

Eran and Shari Glago                                
Liane Makiva                                                  
Larry Nissim                                              

Suzanne Shimek                                                          
Diane Yaffe                                              

Brian and Bobby Zalaznick                          
Jane Zimmerman                                         

Harvey Zuckerman  

We are keeping  
Kurt and Carol Krauthamer  
in our thoughts and prayers  

 
Wishing them peace and comfort  

on the recent death of Carolõs father 
 

Stan Krzywicki  



WAITING FOR YOUR CALL 
Committee and Activity Chairs  

Adult Education 
         Susan Cohen 939.6637 susancohen@ix.netcom.com  
         Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519 phylsh@netzero.net 
Childrenõs Education  
         Amy Hummel-Alper 939.9701 aaalper@hotmail.com  
         Casey Tucker  539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net 
Caring  
        Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net 
        Pamela Sachs 938.7001 psk219@aol.com 
Calendar Maven   
        Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net 
Development  
        Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com 
Directory & Roster 
        Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Dues & Finance 
        Lori Bremner 996.9829 loribrem@gmail.com  
Festivals, Family Shabbat 
       Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Liaison JCA  
       Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net 
Membership 
         Bonnie Lasky 769.1778 bglasky@aol.com 
         Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Menõs Club 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Music & Art Festival 
          David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Newsletter Noodge 
          Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com 
Office Manager 
          Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinators 
         Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com 
         Michele Samson 933.8512 ems3478@hotmail.com  
Publicity  ð-Your name here 
Shamash 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
          Sam Friend 996.4412  
Sisterhood  
          Eileen Greenberg   935.5880                                                           
          Eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   
          Lorri Kaufman  938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net  
          Michele Samson  933.8512  ems3478@hotmail.com 
Social Action 
        Sally Brian 996.3355 sbrian@sbcglobal.net 
        Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com  
        Laura Clein 938.3858 sales@consciousconsignment.com 
Website 
        David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Worship  
           Henry Lasky 769.1778 jhlasky@comcast.net                      
           Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net 
Yahrzeit 
          Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@earthlink.net 
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Miriam Lucas  
Longtime congregant and dear 

friend  

passed away recently.  

 

We wish to console her son,           

Steve Swett and family  

 

Get Emergency Assistance at JFCS 
During this economic recession, demand for emergency 
assistance for food, shelter, medicine and other life-

sustaining essentials at JFCS is up 25%. 

Helping our neighbors in need during these times is our 
highest priority. In response to this crisis, JFCS is recon-
vening JEAN (Jewish Emergency Assistance Network), 
as we have in past economic and natural disasters, to 
coordinate response to the economic crisis. Through this 
network families in trouble know where to go for help and 
agencies and synagogues know how to refer those in 
need. Every situation is different, and we work with each 
individual and family to develop a plan that is tailored to 
their specific needs. If you know someone who needs 

help, please call our offices (listed on the right panel). 

Because of the urgent need, JFCS is expanding its Emer-

gency Assistance Fund to help: 

    (1) Families experiencing layoffs or foreclosures on 
their homes. Some need a small grant to help win back 
their self-sufficiency; others need crisis counseling and 
case management to help find their way.  
    (2) At-risk children and teenagers whose parents are 
struggling to make ends meet and provide a stable home.  
    (3) Older adults and people with disabilities for whom 
government cuts to programs can spell cutbacks in ser-
vices that help them remain living safely at home.   
   
If you can contribute to the Fund to help others, please 
call 415-449-1256 to make a donation. Or donate online. 

Thank you for your concern and compassion for others.  

mailto:susancohen@ix.netcom.com
http://www.maildogmanager.com/link.html?url=254&client=emailJFCSonline&campaign=75&email=peggyf@vom.com
http://www.maildogmanager.com/link.html?url=254&client=emailJFCSonline&campaign=75&email=peggyf@vom.com
http://www.maildogmanager.com/link.html?url=220&client=emailJFCSonline&campaign=75&email=peggyf@vom.com
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Our first  jewish music and art festival 

 
To identify some of those nameless tireless committee members, big thanks to all, including:   

Jeanette Newman (PR), Lori Bremner (money and advice and schlepping), Pamela Sachs (many things with 
artists, food, PR), Sandy Horowitz (sponsors, stage management), Sandy Leib (sponsors), Bonnie Lasky 
(wow!), Adley Hochstadt (everything from wine to trash!), Erik Rothfeld(sponsors, legal, security.), Holly Rep-
pert (food, advice), Laura Clein (PR, Artists), Peggy Feuer (Artists, exhibitors), Larry Watson (poster /tickets/
banner artist), Carol Marcuse (intermission food), Julie Atwood (infrastructure, advice, and more!), Howard 
(Bo) Sapper (music, advice), Sy Lenz (guidance), Rabbi Jack (music advice and vision), Norm Goldstein 
(wine), Bruce Cohn (wine), Bruce Green (wine), Rev. Nancy Taylor (blessings, FCC coordination), Denise 
Wilbanks (FCC coordination), Shir Shalom Board of Directors, First Congregational Church!  
 

And day-of-event, Shir Shalom Men's Club, Shir Shalom Sisterhood, Brendan Cohen, Nick Bremner, Joel Bremner, 
Aaron Bremner, Samantha, Marvin Diamond, Henry Lasky, Brian Eaton Farwell, Barbara Sachs-Senn, Lori Goldman, 
Neal Ross Attinson, Maris Buesser, Gabriel Schoenbach, Caleb Horowitz, Brett Newman, Avram Goldman, Gary 
Greenberg, Frank Samson, Howard Egger-Bovet, Phillips Wagner.     Also, thanks to whomever I've left out.      -David 

ñI  stopped  by the Jewish Music and  Art Festival 
thinking  that I'd just check out what  was going on 
and stay for maybe a half hour or so.  Two hours 

later, I  was still there!  This note is to congratulate 
you on putting together an excellent,  well-
organized  festival.   The arts and crafts 

were  beautiful, and I enjoyed each of the performers I 
heard. I was heartened, too, to see that you drew a good crowd.  Thanks  for a  

pleasant  afternoon.  I hope you do this again next  year!ò -  Lori Barron 

Sunday, October 19th turned out to be 
one marvelous afternoon and evening in 
Sonoma!  
 
Bouquets of bright balloons punctuated 
the site where tent canopies held treats 
and treasures of all description!  
 
The entertainers, food and artist vendors 
greeted visitors in cheerful surroundings 
and enjoyed themselves in the process.  
 
The upbeat mood of the day carried over 
into the evening concert, where entertain-
ers seemed to be having as good a time 
as the audience!  
 
If you attended part, or all of the festival, 
you know what a delight it was. How won-
derful to be part of the congregationõs 
effort  to put on such a celebration of Jew-
ish culture in Sonoma.  How fabulous that  
the volunteers and other workers had as 
much fun as the guests!  

MAZEL TOV TO ALL  
ON THIS STUPENDOUS SUCCESS  

 Todah Rabah &  
Mazel Tov  

 

David  
Schoenbach  

The Festival was partially underwritten by grants from the Koret Foundation, the Jewish 
Community Federation, Frank Howard Allen Realtors, Sonoma Valley Bank, Edward 
Jones, John Benward Company, Julie Atwood Events and Wine Country Events 

We also benefited 
from the generosity 
of B.R. Cohn Win-
ery, Carriger Creek 
Vineyards, Paint 
Winery, Rimon 
Winery and Bob 
Carver, a local 
grape grower, 
helped us procure 
additional wines .   
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Take a look              
 ótee a cookô 

      

 To see more, go online; 
http://web.mac.com/bglasky/
Congregation_Shir_Shalom 

http://web.mac.com/bglasky/Congregation_Shir_Shalom
http://web.mac.com/bglasky/Congregation_Shir_Shalom
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5:30-7pm 
Volunteer 

Faire 
 

See page 
14 
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4:30-6pm 
Shabbat  
School     

   6-6:30pm 
Family  

Shabbat  
Potluck& 
Service 
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9:00am 

Torah Study 

10:30am 

Shabbat 

Service 

With Rabbi  
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Yitzhak 

Rabin 

Memõl Day. 

Rabbi Class 

7:30ð9:30p 

See page 9 
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4:30-6:30 pm 
Shabbat 
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Shabbat  
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& Oneg 

 

22   

 

10:00am  

Rabbi Led  

Torah 

Study 
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30    

  

24 

7:30-9:30pm 

Rabbiôs 

Class 

See page 9 
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7-10pm  

Board Mtg. 

 

26 27 

Thanks-

giving 

Day 

28 

No Service 

29 

Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in  

November  

Helen Alper       
Mother of Amy Alper  
    Morris Bloom       

Father of Laura Bloom Farber                         
Evelyn Bloom   

Mother of Laura Bloom Farber   
     Arthur Cooperstein  
Grandfather of Karen Garber    

      Willy Hass      
Uncle of Daniel Sondheim           

Suzanne Hastings                     
Relative of Peggy Hammett                  

Sylvia Probst Insel  
Mother of Barbara Insel     

     Fred Kapp    
Husband of        

Pamela Sachs       
    Mel Laybourn    

Husband of         
Margaret Laybourn  
Merle T. Levine  

Father of Susan Jebrock  
Stephen Levine  

Cousin of Avram Goldman  
Ben Lipson      

Father of Michael Lipson               
Paula Lowenberg  

Grandmother of Jeanette Newman         
Fred Lucas               

Husband of Miriam Lucas 
Sheldon Minow  

Brother-In-law of Howard Gorbach 
Inge Rather  

Stepmother of Pat Rather 
Jacob Rokowitz  

Father of Phyllis Shnairson 
Blanche Sacks  

Aunt of Barbara Sachs-Senn         
Irving Senn  
Father of Dick Senn                   
Harry Siegel  
Father of Zeva Cohn 
Lawrence Tarshis  

Brother of Anne Pincus 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

Shabbat Worship Services Schedule: 
Second Saturday & Fourth Friday 

Monday, the 10th 
Sisterhood  Trip  
to Contemporary  
Jewish  Museum  

V

O

T 

E 
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Jewish Community Federation Update  
 

        JCF is proud to announce that more than $31M was raised last year.  For Sonoma County that 
means college students will have the opportunity     to connect to Jewish life on campus, seniors can 
participate in an array of cultural and educational programming, and families will continue to  receive 

support through parent education, Tot-Shabbat programs, the Teen Chaverim and more.  
 

       Grants to Sonoma County Organizations for 2008-2009:  
        Beth Ami Community Nursery School - Jewish Learning Project  

        Beth Ami Community Nursery School       - Operating Budget  
        Bônai Israel Jewish Center - Gateways Program  

        Chabad of Sonoma County - Jewish Learning Institute  
        Congregation B'nai Israel - Monthly Tot-Shabbat  

        Hillel of Sonoma - Operating Budget  
        Hillel of Sonoma - Welcoming Interfaith Students  

        JCC of Sonoma County - Operating Budget  
        JCC of Sonoma County - Friendship Circle Outreach  
        JCC of Sonoma County - Jewish Meditation Program  

        Jewish Community Free Clinic - Medical Services for the Uninsured  
        Russian River Jewish Community Outreach Program  

        Sonoma County Teen Chaverim      
        Sonoma County Collaborative PR Initiative        

 
        Thank you to those who give generously to JCF. We raised over $222,000 locally, and over 

$311,000 was granted to Sonoma County's Jewish         agencies and synagogues this year!  For more 
information please contact Kirsten Miller at (707) 568-6207 x 8200.  

Our school is growing!  This year we have 23 students, including 8 in our new primary 
class that is for children aged three to five.  This represents 9 new families, and we 
welcome them and look forward to a wonderful new year!   

Some of our plans include student-led family Shabbat services (see calendar), partici-
pation in the family history project, and classes that include art, music, drama, and 
Hebrew.  Our curriculum will explore Jewish holiday meaning and celebration, Jewish 
ethics, prayer and spirituality, Torah stories, Jewish history, and Israel.   

Our three terrific teachers, Neal Attinson, Dania Massey, and Julie Diamond, as well 
as our "roving" teacher Rabbi Jack, are all loved by the students and have already 
captured their complete attention and enthusiasm. 

We will be continuing our successful once a month pot luck Shabbat suppers that fol-
low the family Shabbat services.  All are welcome! To participate in our exciting pro-
gram contact Susan at sjlj814@aol.com. 

Thank you to all who have helped to get our school off to a great start!   

Susan Jebrock, Director of Education 

School news 

mailto:sjlj814@aol.com


SHIR SHALOM HISTORY PROJECT  

 
Please participate in our study of who we are, where we come from, where we have lived, what 
languages and cultural heritage do we share.  No personal information will be identifiable with 
specific individuals.  Inclusion of your name on the response is optional, and will serve only to 
permit follow-up questions for clarity. 

Name _____________________________ 
 
Origins:  Where were you, your parents and grandparents born? 
You:                         Parents:                      Grandparents: 
 
 
What languages are or were principally spoken at home? 
You:                          Parents:                        Grandparents: 
 
 
Migrations/Displacements:  Were any members of your extended family forced to relocate by 
war, persecution?  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
Losses of family members to war, genocide or other conflict:  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have family members living in other countries?  Where? 
 
 
 
 
Affiliation/Identity:  How would you characterize your familyôs Jewish affiliation or identity?  
Please check all that apply: 
 
___ Reform  ___Conservative  ___Orthodox  ___Renewal   
___Reconstructionist  ___ Secular  ___ Cultural  ___Ashkenazic ___ Sephardic  ___ Other  
 
Occupations/Professions:  What occupations or professions did members of your family engage 
in? 
 

 
 

 

Please mail this page to: Congregation Shir Shalom 

Att’n: Our History Project 

252 West Spain Street 

Sonoma, CA 95476 
Insert extra pages as needed. 

If you prefer, this survey will soon be available for download from our website. 
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Adult education happenings      

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend Rabbiôs class 
 

The Adult Education Committee hopes that youôll join us for  
 

The Rebel Rabbi from Bethlehem: Jesusô Journey, Through Jewish Eyes 
 

with Rabbi Jack Gabriel  
 

4 Wednesdays, Nov. 19 & 26, Dec. 10 & 17  
7:45 -9:15 pm ï in the classroom  

 
  One of the  great conundrums for many Jews and Christians is, ñWho was Jesus, and what 
was his relationship to his own people, the Jews?ò  Obviously, the Gospels have a point of view, 
but it differs quite a bit from book to book.  Also, they seem at odds with historical informa-
tion.  
  In this four part series, we will explore who Jesus was as a young, charismatic, Pharisee and 
Rabbi.  We will also see why his personal, human history has been so occluded by politics and 
confusion.  Please bring friends, family and non-members (of all religions) to four very exciting 
evenings of learning and discussion.   

 
Cost: $36 ï congregation members     $50 ï non-members 

Drop in - $15/class (space permitting) 
 

For more information, or to register, please call Phyllis Shnairson, 939 -7519. 
** We can only accommodate 40 people, so register now.** 
Payment may be made at first class session or in advance. 

We hope you will join The Adult Education Committee and  

Qd`cdqrô Annjr enq 

Frances Dinkelspiel ï TOWERS OF GOLD:  How One Jewish Immigrant  

Named Isaias Hellman Created California   

Thursday, December 4, 7:30 p.m.  at Readersô Books, 130 E. Napa Street 

 

  Isaias Wolf Hellman, a brilliant entrepreneur and financier whose tenacity was tested in the wild and 
dusty frontier of gold-rush era Los Angeles, was one of the most influential individuals in the history of 
early California.  He was integral to the expansion of Wells Fargo Bank, the establishment of the Univer-
sity of Southern California and the financing of the burgeoning oil industry. 
 
   Hellmanôs meteoric rise from store clerk to the upper echelons of society is chronicled in Frances 
Dinkelspielôs biography of this nineteenth century Bavarian Jewish immigrant. With illuminating bio-
graphical insight she explores one of the most interesting figures in Californiaôs history and one of the 
most exciting generations in the history of the United States. 
 
  Come early, refreshments will be served. 

  { 9  } 
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It is awkward to have to fight to be included in a 
forum devoted to the themes of peace and jus-
tice, but this is what I felt I had to doé When I 
heard that the Peace and Justice coalition of 
Sonoma was organizing an event under the 
banner of ñunderstanding the roots of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflictò but inviting only anti-Israel 
speakers, I felt that I must fight to expose the 
biased nature of such a panel and to try and 
convince the organizers of this event to broaden 
the range of viewpoints expressed on this issue.  
My resolve to do so was strengthened once I 
learned that some 100 people signed up to join 
this ñeducational activity.ò   
 
The full-day (9 am to 3:30 pm) event, held at the 
Sonoma United Methodist Church on Saturday, 
October 18, 2008, was set-up to explore the 
causes of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  After 
what felt like endless pressure from several Shir 
Shalom members, the original program was 
changed to accommodate Rabbi Gabrielôs and 
my participation on a panel discussion.  With 
that, the dayôs proceedings included 20-minute 
presentations by Chuck Sher (a fatally partial 
history of the conflict), Said Mansour (on the his-
tory of his familyôs exile following the 1948 and 
1967 wars), John Rosenblum (on his experi-
ences as, and lessons from, being an Israeli sol-
dier), Rabbi Jack Gabriel (on the  continuous 
Jewish connection to the Land of Israel), 
Therese Mughannam-Walrath (on her lifeôs jour-
ney away from her birthplace in Jerusalem), and 
me (on two possible solutions that suit the politi-
cal reality of the 21st century).  And while the 
dayôs activities were framed by Rev. Pam Cum-
mingsô musical call for fairness and peace and 
by Joan Huguenardôs guidelines for a respectful 
exchange, the morning session included a 
(propaganda) film on the so-called ñapartheid 
wall,ò the courtyard was filled with tables display-
ing biased information on the conflict, and lunch 
included only ñPalestinian food.ò  Two brief 
question-and-answer sessions were held during 
the day, with questions offered by the audience  

Understanding the roots of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict ; 

but selected by the moderators.  It surely felt 
like ñthe pile was stacked againstò any possibil-
ity of arguing for the right of Israel to exist 
(either within secure borders or as the Jewish 
state that it is).  Still, by the end of the day, 
what seems to have been the organizing logic 
of this event was penetrated and what was 
presented as a truth was brought into question.  
For example, the misrepresentation that all Is-
raelis are newly arrived Jews was brilliantly 
dispelled by Rabbi Gabriel making the claim 
about the unbroken chain of Jewish connection 
to this land: he explained the lineage of his 
family as Levities, with the name Levi being 
passed from father to son in his family for 
some 3,000 years, since Levites were perform-
ing sacred ceremonies in this land.  And, I re-
sponded to the repeated accusation that 
ñIsraeli colonialistsò are intruding into the terri-
tory of the future Palestinian state by settling in 
the West Bank, by noting that Arabs account 
for 20% of Israeli citizens living within the pre-
1967 borders (and that 12 out of the 120 mem-
bers of Knesset are Arabs), thus making the 
point that the two nations are intermingled in a 
way that transcends (future) political borders.  
Most importantly, the audience seemed to 
have listened: the day concluded with an open 
forum for generating ideas for solutions, where 
many calls were made to hold additional con-
versations that would inform the community 
about the complexity of the situation and would 
thus generate appropriate action among 
Americans.  I also received numerous reac-
tions in e-mail: quite a few supportive of the 
effort to offer a balance of information and 
opinions, and others (cowardly hiding behind 
the signature ñSonoma resident) still proclaim-
ing Israel to be a racist regime.  
 
Participation in this event was a struggle for 
me: for about a month, I struggled to have my 
voice heard in this forum; once I was invited to 
join the group of speakers, I struggled to com-
pose my comments in preparation for this  

Fighting for a Voice: My Reflections on the Forum Devoted to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
 Gili S. Drori 
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based on the prominent participation of Joan  
Hugenard, a local writer who has been openly op-
posed to Israel concerning Palestinian Issues. 
 
Our Shir Shalom member, Gili Drori, as an Israeli-
American, was especially conflicted about participat-
ing as it appeared that the forum could be highly 
adversarial or anti-Israel, and not a venue for truth-
seeking.  In the end, in the spirit of refusing to ñleave 
the field to the oppositionò, Rabbi Jack and Gili 
agreed to be panelists.  Sandra Lieb, Muriel Rob-
bins and I also attended. 
 
As Gili described the scene, once we had arrived 
and seen what was being shown and said, there 
was no longer any doubt that this was an exercise 
not to find truth, but one convince the participants 
that the Israeli-Palestinians problems were beyond 
solution unless the clock could be turned back to 
1948. 
 
In that Gili, when she spoke as a panelist, offered a 
review of how, in a geopolitical and legal context, 
two peoples could live in each otherôs sovereign ter-
ritories with their rights and liberties protected, if 
they would work this out together, it did not provide 
grist for the mill of drumming up criticism of Israeli 
policies.  It was entirely too reasoned. 
 
When Rabbi Jack made his emotional appeal to put 
our wounds and troubled pasts to rest and rise from 
the depths of victimhood, it was sympathetically 
heard, but again, it did not seem to meet the desire 
for accusatory or inflammatory exchanges.   
 
I believe that two conclusions may be fairly drawn 
from this experience.  
 
1. Our participation kept the forum from being a total 
exercise in building anti-Israeli feelings.              
 
2.  We must be there to speak for peace and justice, 
and not allow those who would use those terms, 
while in fact co-opting the intention to move away 
from conflict and toward harmony, however pains-
taking that effort must be. 
 
 

 responses to the  forum  held in Sonoma, on October 18th 

event; and on the day of the event, I strug-
gled to explicate my thoughts through the 
storm of emotions in my heart.  As Rabbi 
Gabriel eloquently expressed his sentiment 
once on the podium, I am not one to partici-
pate in adversarial debates and I was thus 
very uncomfortable, even if resolved, to join 
this panel.  
 
For me, this day translates into a firm resolu-
tion to get involved as a vocal advocate on 
behalf of Israel; it is what I must do as an Is-
raeli-American.  But there is also a lesson, I 
think, for our community of Shir Shalom: for 
our community, this day should translate into a 
firm resolution to stand against any biased, 
prejudicial, or unfair discussions and against 
any campaign that misleads the public by pro-
viding ñhalf truthsò (and sometimes lies).  As I 
wrote to Joan Huguenard (known to many in 
Sonoma as the Sun columnist Just Joan) fol-
lowing this event, I think that we do justice to a 
topic and that we have a chance of bringing 
lasting peace only if and when we educate 
people on the complexity of social real-
ity.  And, in doing so, we come to explain that 
social reality is, almost invariably, a plurality of 
realities.  

Comments on  the  
Peace and Justice Coalition Event  

Sy Lenz 
 

In the month preceding this event, several of 
us in Shir Shalom had heard only obliquely of 
this forum, as we were simply omitted from the 
invitation list.  It was only in the last few days 
that an invitation came to us (to Rabbi Jack, 
specifically), after a number of e-mails and 
phone calls from us. 
 

With no sure knowledge of the programôs in-
tention or the interests of the panelists, we 
were in an awkward position to understand 
what role, if any, we in Shir Shalom should 
play.  We did suspect, however,  
 that the event would be seriously slanted to-
ward criticism of Israeli actions or policies,  
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Present: Sy Lenz, Bonnie Lasky,  Casey Tucker, Lori Bremner (by phone), Gili Drori, , Adley Hochstadt, 
Mara Kahn,  Lee Schein, David Schoenbach, R. Jack Gabriel, Susan Jebrock, Lee Morgan Brown, Lori 
Goldman, Lorri Kaufman Excused: Sam Friend Call for Order: 7:07pm  8/08 Minutes corrected and ap-
proved; Blessing for Communal leadership; Dvar Torah;Rabbi Jack   
ñFor the good and the welfareò:Board members will call the congregation to wish them a happy new 
year.  Gili will separate list and distribute to board members. 
 
Reports on HHD preparations: Rabbi Jack recommended we have childcare & suggested we recruit 
congregation teenagers; Susan Jebrock will coordinate.  Susan Goldstein will provide flowers. Board 
members are needed as ushers and greeters; sign-up sheet was passed at meeting. We have ads in 
several papers and radio PSA. There will be onegs on Erev Rosh Hashanah and Rosh Hashanah to be 
followed by taschlich and lunch @ Swiss Hotel.  Payments should be forwarded to Zeva. Adults $23 and 
children under 13 $10. Bruce Cohn will donate Break-the-Fast wine, Lee has ordered food from Whole 
Foods, Sam donating bagels & schmeer, and the sisterhood is doing the baking.  Succot celebration 
on 10/13 6:00 pm  at the Rabbiôs house. 
 
Forthcoming community event: Sonoma Jewish music festival  Progressing well.  Will start at 1:00pm 
with outdoor acts and art (17 artists) and food festival.  Mens club: wine, CSS booth for selling shirts and 
posters.  Food: bagels, falafel, peroshki.  Board members encouraged to post posters and take post-
cards for distribution.  Budget: presently balances, we have a staff recommendation from the Koret 
Foundation for a $5k donation.  Expenses: $14.3k Collections: $14.3k anticipated.  Sisterhood will have 
a table selling Judaica to help support the festival.  Tickets available on our website.  David will forward 
poster graphics and information to board members for e-mail distribution. (see pages 4 & 5 for follow up) 
 
Committee Reports: 
Membership: 95 family units have sent in their membership packets, 15 have not rejoined and 9 or 10 
new members. New Logo: passed around at meeting, motion Addy second Sy, logo approved. 
Children’s Education: 3 new families involved with the school.  Susan went to SF today for the Jewish 
Educators Council meeting.  A grant is being offered now to smaller congregations and not just larger 
ones as in the past.  $4.5k is available.  Susan will fill out grant application.  Does not require matching 
funds from congregation. 
Adult Education: 20 people attended last nightôs class 
Proposal to begin a pre-K chavurah: meeting was held prior to board meeting. New Primary Shabbat 
class (ages 3-6) will begin on a monthly basis on Friday, October 10th. Education with be taught by a 
Jewish teacher & Rabbi Jack. Lee Morgan Brown will coordinate. Contact Lee if interested or for details. 
Chanukah event on Dec. 19

th: 
Lori & Avram Goldman will coordinate.  School will meet that day and 

classes will roll into party.  Community gift for Hanukah from CSS.  This request should be included in 
the invitations. 
 
Lorri Kaufman attended meeting w/FCC re: CSSôs space needs over the next 5 years.   [CSS may need 
to fund a new storage shed for our needs.  Under the stage space may also be available.]     
Sy & Gili attended a meeting of the World Union of Progressive Judaism.  Many suggestions were 
posed regarding support of Israel.  They will report at a future meeting.. 
Rabbi Jack: received a mailer re:10/18 meeting 9-3 at United Methodist Church, ñUnderstanding the 
roots of the Palestinian-Israel conflictò. He is requesting a seat on the panel: Thinks there should be rep-
resentation in support of Israel at this event.           (see page X for follow up on this meeting)  
Adjourned: 8:41pm   

 



Religious School kids when they visited during 
the week.  What fun! 
 

The Festival… 
 

It is a pleasure to wrap up this message with a 
sense of achievement éand relief! 
 

Our ñFirst Annual Sonoma Jewish Music and 
Art Festivalò was a resounding success.  It 
brought hundreds of people to ñour placeò and 
provided a complete range of Jewish themed 
activity, ranging from music and art to litera-
ture, comedy and dance, food and wines. 
 

The festival had two distinct parts.  One was a 
free, outdoor fair with large tented enclosures 
in action from 1:00 to 6:00 PM, Sunday, Octo-
ber 19th, and included all the above elements.  
The other, from about 6:00 to 9:00 PM the 
same day was a paid admission music concert 
featuring three groups performing in Burlin-
game Hall. Wines and other refreshments 
were available. 
 

There are many people who worked on this 
event, too many to list, but I cannot fail to sa-
lute our event chair, David Schoenbach. The 
Festival was partially underwritten by grants 
from the Koret Foundation, the Jewish Com-
munity Federation, Frank Howard Allen Real-
tors, Sonoma Valley Bank, Edward Jones, 
John Benward Company, Julie Atwood Events 
and Wine Country Events. 
 

When we planned for the Festival, we knew 
that it was unlikely to end up as a fundraiser, 
especially that this was our first effort and that 
it was such a demanding and complex event.  
We took it on to demonstrate, or trumpet, if 
you will, our intended role as a ñcenter for Jew-
ish Life in the Sonoma Valleyò.  It is too early 
to tell for sure, but we believe it likely that it will 
pay for the investment in new memberships 
and increased visibility for Congregation Shir 
Shalom. 
 

Shalom,    
Sy 
 

P.S.  Please remember to vote! 
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ASK JCI & R  
   

To explore Jewish culture and connect to Jewish 
life, please call JCI & R 415-777-4545 or toll-free 
(within the Bay Area) 877-777-JCIR (5247) or 
email Info@JewishNfo.org Please visit our website 
www.JewishNfo.org Jewish Community Informa-
tion and Referral is a free and confidential service 
of the Jewish Community Federation of San Fran-
cisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties.  

Conclusion of Rabbiõs Letter Conclusion of Presidentõs Message 

or Not, for two sets of chassidic melodies 
and stories as well as my original 
songs.  For more information, check out the 
website www.kehillasynagogue.org  
      
Also this year, we get to elect a new president 
and pray this is not a bitter experience but a liber-
ating one. If you haven't voted yet, why not?  If 
not now, when? 
 
Finally, on November 19th and 26th, I begin a 
new series of interactive classes about the Rebel 
Rabbi from Bethlehem, Jesus. I hope you come 
and invite friends so that we can replace the chill 
of Autumn with the warmth of learning.  
 
In these ways, may we  all have an uplifting 
Cheshvan, a terrific November, and a peaceful 
and pleasurable start to the Jewish New Year. 
 
With many blessings from Pamela and myself, 
 
Rabbi Jack     

Help Serve Thanksgiving Dinners at  
St. Anthony Foundation in San Francisco  

 
St. Anthonyôs serves nearly 3,000 people a day 
365 days a year. The dining room opens at 10:30 
am for seniors 60 and older, people with disabili-
ties and families with children. Service for all other 
guests begins at 11:30 am. JFCS volunteers will 
serve on Friday, November 28 and Sunday, No-
vember 30.  The shifts are 9:30 am to 1:45 pm. 
To register as a JFCS volunteer, please call Di-
rector of Volunteer Services Rachel Kesselman at 
415-449-1288 or RachelK@jfcs.org. Anyone over 
the age of 15 is welcome to participate.  

mailto:RachelK@jfcs.org
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Volunteer Sonoma—2008 
 

Thursday, November 6th 
5:30-7:30pm 

Burlingame Hall 
 

All types of volunteer opportunities are available. 
Discover a volunteer opportunity just right for you! 

 
Organizations to be represented: Mentoring Alliance, Boys & Girls Club, 

 Sonoma Ecology Center, Relay For Life, Bouverie Preserve...and many more! 
 

Be the change you wish to see in the world 
                                                            ðGandhi 

 
For more information please contact Denise Wilbanks, at 
the First Congregational Church  of Sonoma, 996-1328 


