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° When | was a boy at Yeshiva
Zichron Moshe in the beautiful,
neo-shtetl Bronx, we were taught
that the Hebrew letters were the
building blocks G!D used to cre-
ate Creation. The Teaching
seemed both impossible and
magical to me back then. How
can you use a letter to make a
black hole or a galaxy? Which
letter did what and why? And, if
G!D is G!D, why does He/She
need any tools at all?

The questions never got an-
swered, and now, even though
I'm a Rabbi, they are still not
completely solved. Still, I've been
able to drag them from the dust
"bin, and have a few thoughts to
share with you. That is, | have
had a chance to do some
midrash (spiritual speculation)
about these mysteries, and
here's what I've come up with:
Letters are more than sounds.
Letters make Words. Words
strengthen, diminish, connect or
disconnect us from Reality. And
in that effort, Worlds and Galax-
ies and even Universes come to
Life.

Concluded on page 5

Synagogue leadership is a complex
subject. In the simplest sense, itis a
body made up of individuals who
play key roles in making a congrega-
tion flourishéor
spiritual leader, our rabbi, and we
have Board members, committee
chairs and project leaders. We use
a nominating committee to find can-
didates that are representative of the

congregat i-up,neé, s make

demographics of age, marital and
family status. Ideally our Board
should also be reflective of the wide
variations of Jewish backgrounds,
preferences and life experiences of
the membership. Our congregation
by-laws also provide for term limits
for Board members and for annual
elections to bring a continual flow of
new Board members (and new
ideas).

Perhaps the more difficult or elusive
aspect of defining leadership is that
it is a quality we look for in the peo-
ple who occupy or seek positions of
responsibility. We have also learned
that patience, mutual respect and
collegial relationships help find the
balance of programs or approaches

Concluded on page 5
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CONGREGATION
SHIR SHALOM

Rabbi Jack Gabriel

Board of Directors
Sy Lenz, President:
996.4104
Bonnie Laskyt¥ice President:
769.1778
Ed Adams"ice President:
935.0331
Gili Drori,Secretary:
996.9605
Barbara Insel, Treasurer:
339.0664
Lori Bremner
9969829
Lee Morgan Brown
939.1104
Sam Friend
996.4412
Larry Giller
253.8325
Lori Goldman
9392738
Adley Hochstadt
996.1389
Jean Knapp
938.5045
Erick Rothfeld
935.9664
David Schoenbach
938.0110
Casey Tucker
539.7326

School Director
Susan Jebrock
707.938.5425

Newsletter Staff
Peggy Feuer, Editor
Bonnie Lasky, Photographer
David Schoenbach, Website

Items for newsletter are due the 16th of each month.
Send to Peggy Feuer, P.O. Box 2248, Sonoma 95476

Published monthly except July

Congregation Websitewww.shirshalom.org
Telephone: 707.935.3636
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The Congregation Gratefully

Appreciates Generous Donations

e General Fund

Heidi Geffen
Leonard & Sandra Leib
Muriel Robbins
Ellen Schwartz

e Yahrzeit

From David Artson
In loving memory of Matthew D. Artson

From Zeva Cohn
In loving memory of Benjamin Cohn
and Molly Siegel

From Gili Drori and Jerry Sanders
In loving memory of Shoshana Beck

From Avram Goldman & Lori Hanson
In loving memory of Howard Hanson

From Norman and Susan Goldstein
In loving memory of Louis Goldstein

From David and Leona Jacobs
In loving memory of Pauline Marks

From Muriel Robbins
In loving memory of Helen Shainsky

From Lee Schein
In loving memory of Herbert Schein

o Bookplates & Prayer Books

Zeva Cohn; Gili Drori & Jerry Sanders;
Bruce Goldstein & Vicki Hill;

Adley Hochstadt; Henry & Bonnie Lasky;
Leonard & Sandra Leib;

Contributions/Donations: Send to
Congregation Shir Shalom,
252 West Spain Street, Esther Norton; Pat Rather;

Sonoma, California 95476 William & Linda Tiefenthal
|
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and More

WAI TI NG FOR YOUR CALLéée.

Committee and Activity Chairs
Mazel TOV! Adult Education
Susan Cohen 939.6637
Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519
Childrends Educati on
Amy Hummalper 939.9701
Casey Tucker 539.7326
Caring
Esther Norton 996.4871
Pat Rather 98300
Calendar Maven
Lori Bremne®96.9829

Bruce Goldstein and Vicki Hill Development
invite the congregation to share DueSarbara Insel 339.0664
the simcha Barbara Insel 339.0664
when their son Festivals, Family Shabbat
Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104
iffi Finance
Grlffln . Barbara Insel 339.0664
becomes a Bar Mitzvah Membership
Bonnie Lasky 769.1778
Saturday, June 14, 2008 Men6s Club

Adley Hochstadt 996.1389
Newsletter Noodge

Peggy Feuer 938.2981
Please join the family in a kiddush Office Manager

Adley Hochstadt996.1389
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator

Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519
We are keeping Joyce Revis and Publicity
son Edward and daughter Susan Neal Attinson 933.9430

in our thoughts and prayers Sisterhood
EileerGreenberg 935.5880

10:00 a.m.

Wishing them peace and comfort

on the recent death of Lorri Kaufman 938.4494

Michele Samson 933.8512
. Social Action
Larry Giller Sally Bria®96.355
Peggy Feuer 938.2981
He is greatly missed at Shir Shalo Worship

Ed Adams 935.0331
Yahrzeit/Jahrzeit

Heidi Geffe@39.2942

We are keeping Liane Makiva in our
thoughts and prayers for
refuah schleimah

For healing and a return to good health. / :: ::'{\'IEWSI-_ET-'I’ER'& WEBSITE DEA:II:)L:IN

Thank you to everyone for your kindheart- ¢.To be-gure your item is pubkistied, please take note

edness and generosity‘ . et i et it i e AL A s




Lee Schein

Oneg Shabbat
Sponsor for May
and

Betsy Shurtsir

For the delicious chocolate challah
At the Yom Haatzmaut
celebration!

-—

To Sponsor an Oneg
or a Kiddush

Call Phyllis Shnairson
at 939 7519

Thank You Note From Liane:

How can | ever thank you for
your incredible generosity and

nations to me have truly been
blessing. How wonderful it is
to reach for the stack of medi-

to make paymentsMy heart is
filled with appreciation and
gratitude.

With my deepest thanks and
love,
Liane Makiva

kindness? Your meals and do+

a

cal bills on my desk and be able

Thank You, Toda

AGENDA

4:00 pmGathering and Review of Committee Reports
4:30 pmCall to Order

1. Opening Prayer

2. Rabbi és

3. Presidentds
4 Committee Reports:

Worship Committee
Childrenods
Adult Education Committee
Membership Committee
5. Finance Committee:
Treasurer o6s
Approval of 2008/9 Budget
Addi ti onal

ooy

mm

Introduction of Nominees
Election of Directors

o

*

Closing

Refreshments offered

Adult Education Stimulates Us

On Thursday night, May 8th, in Burlingame
Hal | , Reader 6s Books
cation Committee hosted Dr. Robert Alter - a
Biblical scholar and the Professor of Hebrew
and Comparative Literature at the University
of California, Berkeley, where he has taught
since 1967. Dr Alter has written seventeen
books, and is noted most recently for his
translations of the sections of the Bible.

Before Dr. Alter spoke, Rabbi Jack impro-
vised a welcoming song based on Psalm 100
n. .. making a
Lasky then introduce his Hebrew and high
school friend with some personal and humor-
ous anecdotes about their times growing up
together. Dr Alter talked about the excite-
ment, challenges and interesting aspects of
translating the Psalms from the original He-
brew. The audience was impressed by his
knowledge and expertise of the Hebrew lan-
guage. After his talk the attendees had an
opportunity to speak to Dr. Alter personally

and also to have books autographed.
i 4 i

Wel c o me
Wel ¢ o me

Educati on

Report
Me mber s 6

7. Nominating Committee Report:

Recognition of Retiring Officers

j oyfHehry noi s e



Conclusion of Rabbi s Letter

Somehow, When The Holy One put this Uni-
verse into motion eons and ages ago, He/She
needed a modality for the Evolution of Every-
thing That Is, G!D could have used the meta-
phor of Magic ("...And G!D Pulled a Universe
out of the Divine Hat, and All was brought into
Being"); or of Craftsmanship (...and G!D lov-
ingly hammered the Stars in the Heavens and
Built them as Life Vessels"); or of any one of
an infinite variety of methods. The metaphor
we Jews have cherished and nurtured is in our
Book Of Books, the Torah: "...And G!D said,
Let there be Light!" Out of this "Saying" came
the whole shebang...Heavens, Earth, Waters,
Plants, Animals, Stars, Planets, People and
trillions of other things we can't even imagine.
G!D "said it" and it became so.

So G!D, in speaking the Universe into Exis-
tence, (according to the Torah) used lan-
guage, and Hebrew represents all languages,
metaphorically. If it is a metaphor, and not to
be taken literally, what is its message to us? |
think it is that since we, too, possess words,
we, too, can create miracles and marvels. We
think, we name, we share and suddenly, there
is a light bulb, or a memory chip, or a one hun-
dred story building, or a rocket on the way to
Pluto. We have so much power, and yet,
unlike G!D, we often don't know it. In the not
knowing is suffering, sadness, and lost oppor-
tunities.

During the summer, we see the Genius of Na-
ture at work, in the soil and in the sun's effect.
May we learn to say Abra Cadabra ( Ara-
maic, from the Babylonian Talmud, which
means "l create as | Speak"), and create a
richer, safer, healthier and happier world, both
in our immediate surroundings and in the
needy world at large. In this way, we become
G!D's Holy Children and Beloved Messengers,
G!D's Gifted Partners, and the purpose of
Creation is upheld. "Im Tirzu, Ein Zu Ag-
gadah", said Theodore Herzl. If You want it to
be so, then this is not merely a fantasy tale.

With Many Blessings, Rabbi Jack Gabriel

that work best for our congregation.
Leadership must accept the obligation of
finding the means to do the best we can
for the majority of our congregation while
respecting the rights and needs of all
members.

| am writing this piece in the hope that
some of you will give some serious
thought to becoming a part of our Shir
Shal om | eader shi p.
jump in blindly. Virtually all board and
committee meetings are open to mem-
bers. Our meeting dates for Board Meet-
ings are posted on our calendar. If the
work of a committee interests you, learn
the time and place of the meeting and
show up. You can observe, contribute
ideas and opinions (following parliamen-
tary rules, of course), and if you want
more formal involvement, let that be
known.

There is no better place to affect Shir
Shalom programs than being part of the
leadership, as leadership is the lifeblood
of a successful congregation. And if you
need to define a successful congrega-
tion, it is one where optimism and energy
are high, where people share a mostly
common vision of their religious, cultural
and social needs and where programs
are supported by sound financial man-
agement practices.

Become part of leadership! Be a com-
mittee member! Be a candidate for a
Board Member position! Share your
ideas! Above all, be where the action is!

Shalom,
Sy

1)

Messag



Yahrzeits
To Be Observed in

JUNE
Bernard Nelsgn S M T W TH F S
Brother of Irene Markey
Oscar Markey, 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Father of William Markey ..,
. 10:00am
Gertrude Smith, the Lay Led
Mother of Susan Cohen Garden Torah
Golda Jester S.F. Study
Mother of Peggy Lipson L”ueggg
Frank Blotcher
Father of Ruth Adams
Brother of Muriel Robbins Erev 6:157:30pm 4:306:00pm| 9:00am
Jack Segal Shavuot Hebrew Last Shabbg Torah Stud
Father of Sally Brian | Jewish Li?tyiﬁss SCh(;O;rLOf e
Thelma Lutalf Mg;i‘:\r: Family
Mother of Robert Lutolf s ¢ Shabbat &
o Classroom Potluck

Rose Marie Leppert
Mother of Valerie Leppert 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Charlotte Tiefenthal 10:00am

Mother of Bill Tiefenthal Lay Led
Phillip Shnairson, Torah
Study

Husband of Phyllis Shnairson
Phillip Hammett,
Father of Peggy Hammett

Andy Hastin
Brother c))/f Pef;gljygliammett 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Sedelle Diamond 4:00pm 7:00pm 10:00am
. N Css Board 7:30pM | pabbi Led
Wife of Marvin Diamond ) 4th Frida
IVIAnntgaI Meeting Service Y1 Torah
eetn
Max Stauber . Study
Father of Naomi StaubeBee pg. 4
29 30 Summertime

and the Livind i
Time for some pleasure reading?

CSS Book Discussion Group has been going
for about ten years, so we have lots of sug-
gestions for you! Call Sally at 996.3355.
Enjoy!

First Ever Shir Shalom Music Festival
October 19, 2008! Join the committee to help make this event happen! Contact Sy Lenz




Torah Readings
Weeks E

6/7: Naso (Num. 4:21-7:89) -
Her Cheatin' Heart

6/14: Beha'alotecha (Num. 8:1-
12:16) - ...Move 'Em Out!

6/21: Shelach Lach (Num. 13:1-
15:41) - Of Milk, Honey and Monsters

6/28: Korach (Num. 16:1-18:32) -
Who's The Boss?

7/5:  Chukat (Num. 19:1-22:1) -
Red Cow Diary

7/12: Balak (Numbers 22:2-25:9) -
Curses Foiled (Again)

7/19: Pinchas (Num. 25:10-30:1) -
What Price Zealotry?

7/26: Matot (Num. 30:2-32:42) -
Purity of Essence

8/2: Masei (Num. 33:1-36:13) -
Of Maps and Cities

8/9: Devarim (Deuteronomy 1:1-
3:22) - Synopsis and Dissolve

8/16: Va'etchanan (Deut. 3:23-
7:11) - "Hear O Israel"

8/23: Ekev (Deut. 7:12-11:25) -
Lighten Up
8/30: Re'eh (Deut. 11:26-16:17) -

Two Choices, One Temple

Yahrzeits
To Be Observed in

JULY

Sadie Pollock,
Mother of Esther Norton
Anne E. Kaplan,
Aunt of Susan&David Reber
Mark Giller,

Father of Larry Giller
Seymour Loewy,
Brother of Harriet Lenz
Doreen McKay Lenz,
Daughter-in-Law of
Sy and Harriet Lenz
Joseph Del Priore, Brother
-in-Law of Sy Lenz
Joseph Newfield,
Father of Susan Goldstein
Cecelia Shainsky-Cohen,
Sister of Muriel Robbins
Kalman Steiman,
Grandfather of
Muriel Robbins
Frank Dessayer,
Father of Rayne Dessayer
Mary Segal,
Mother of Sally Brian
Betty Hochstadt,
Mother of Adley Hochstadt
Mitchell Hochtadt,
Son of Adley Hochstadt
Lee Rather,

Father of Pat Rather

Yahrzeits

To Be Observed in
A

* AUGUST

Sonya Habas,
Mother of Paul Habas
Minnie Lenz,
Mother of Sy Lenz
Margaret Caefield,
Aunt of
Susan & David Reber
Arthur Feuer,
Father of Peggy Feuer
Pepi Ingber Bader,
Great-Grandmother of
Peggy Feuer
Simone Dessayer,
Mother of Rayne
Dessayer
Gladys Sachs,
Mother of
Barbara Sachs Senn
and Pamela Sachs
Hermann Lowenberg,
Grandfather of
Jeannette Newman
Al Geffen,
Father of Heidi Geffen
Ronda Heard-Durham,
Sister of Joyce Revis
Adolph Tiefenthal,
Father of Bill Tiefenthal
Mira Keizer, Aunt
of Daniel
Sondheim
Nathan Blumberg,
Grandfather of
Judi Shapiro
Henriette Zuntz,
Mother of Mi-
chael Zuntz Rosalie
Hanson, Mother of Lori
Goldman Mathilde
Schechtman, Mother of
Jack Gabriel




Here and There

ASK JCI & R

Want to find out about
museums and exhibits
featuring Jewish art?
Want to sing Yiddish
folk songs? Shall we
folkdance lIsraeli?
View Jewish art and
sculpture? Tour San
Francisco Jewish ar-
chitecture? Taste
kosher wine and
chocolate? Watch
Jewish film and thea-
ter? Buy Jewish arts
and books? Volunteer
at the new Contempo-
rary Jewish Museum?

To explore Jewish cul-
ture and connect to
Jewish life, please call
JCI & R 415-777-4545
or toll-free (within the
Bay Area) 877-777-
JCIR (5247) or email
Info@JewishNfo.org
Please visit our web-
site
www.JewishNfo.org
Jewish Community In-
formation and Referral
is a free and confiden-
tial service of the Jew-
ish Community Fed-
eration of San Fran-
cisco, the Peninsula,
Marin and Sonoma
Counties.

30 Stories, in print and online

The Summer 2008 edition of Reform Judaism magazine
contains a unique AGuide to
the beginning of a thoughtful, personal and candid Move-
ment-wide conversation on what it means to be a Reform
Jew today. There are several ways for you to join in the dis-
cussion: you can use the free 10-session Discussion and
Study Guide (available at www.reformjudaismmag.org) for
Shabbat dialogues with family and friends, or you can share
your thoughts with the world on the Reform Judaism blog,

WWW.].0rg.

Free 10-Day Israel Experience

Give the gift of a lifetime to 18-26 year olds by making sure
they know they can join tens of thousands of others for a
FREE, fun and adventure filled Israel experience. The Union
for Reform Judaism, an official Taglit-Birthright Israel pro-
gram sponsor, offers a free 10-day trip to Israel for all Jew-
ish youth in this group, so act now! To apply for the free
URJ Kesher 10-Day Birthright experience visit
www.ribirthright.org. Registration for Winter 2008-2009 pro-
grams opens early September.

School News

® Susan Jebrock, Director of Education

This school year is wrapping up and the planning for next year has be-
gun. The Education Committee, the Director, and the teachers will be
meeting together this month to schedule next year's classes , to update
the curriculum, and to discuss family services, Shabbat suppers, and holi-
day celebrations. Registration forms have been sent out, and parents
should be returning them as soon as possible so that we will know how
many students to plan for. If you have been attending Rabbi Jack's
monthly family Shabbat service and the fun suppers afterward but have
not yet enrolled your children in the program--now is the time! For infor-
mation about enrollment ask Susan at sjlj814@aol.com, or call her at 938
-5425.

This past month we have celebrated the 60th birthday of Israel and
learned about Shavuot. The last Hebrew class of the year will be on
Wednesday, June 11. The final Shabbat school session will be on Friday,
June 13. We will meet at 4:30 pm as usual for 1 hour of class, and then
have a special commencement celebration at 5:30. The family Shabbat
celebration will begin at 6:00 and be followed by a pot luck supper. See
you all there!

L)
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http://www.reformjudaismmag.org/
http://www.rj.org/
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Welcome Back
Barbara Sachs-Senn and Dick Senn

Dick and Barbara first lived in So-
noma in 1996 so Barbara could share
a teaching assignment with Hameed

Ali, the creator of The Diamond
Approach.

At their rented house on Castle Road,
Dick proposed to Barbara. They had
connected the "old fashioned way"
through a personal ad in the "Jewish
Weekly" in Seattle two years ear-
lier. The story Dick likes to tell, deciding to get married in Sonoma
and finding no suitable place, on his jog through the neighborhood, he
spotted some land for sale which they bought and in June 1997 on
Half Moon Street were married there in an oak grove. In 1999, they
moved here permanently and then moved into the main house they
built in 2003, after it was completed.

Barbara was raised in L.A. but grew up in Berkeley graduating from
Cal and then living there for the next 30 years. She has two children,
is a psychologist,( loves working with parents and couples), spiritual
mentor/teacher, activist and recently has become a "professional phi-
lanthropist," starting a Women's Giving Circle and joining a national
women's philanthropic organization. Barbara also is working with the
new women's wellness center in town. Barbara loves to paint when
she has spare time, loves to walk and hike, garden, do flower arrange-
ments , loves grand parenting, and loves to laugh. Now that her sister
Pamela is here in Sonoma she has a regular laughing partner.

Dick grew up in Chicago, graduated from Swarthmore College and The
University of Chicago Law School. After serving time in the North Da-
kota Air National Guard, fulfilled his dream to live abroad, first with
the State Department (USIS) in Pakistan, and then selling Mutual
Funds throughout Asia, living in Saigon for two years developing ho-
tels for the U.S. military and then living in Geneva for seven years as
a Vice President of 10S. After 10 years abroad, he returned to the
states living in California and Seattle. He describes himself as an en-
trepreneurial gadfly, having started and run companies in computer
software, solar energy, medical malpractice insurance, healthcare
products, real estate development and multi -family investing. Dick has
been actively involved with the Sonoma Valley Hospital. Dick's hob-
bies include cards, politics (Barack Obama precinct captain and fund-
raiser) having worked on several presidential and senatorial cam-
paigns, loves cooking, loves grand parenting with Barbara and dabbles
in painting.

Dick and Barbara "have" four children (three married, the fourth a
very eligible Berkeley 38  -year old bachelor -any ideas?) and six grand-
children, and of course, there is their renown cat Blackie who is every-
body's friend.

Important message:

Following the Annual
CSS Congregation
Meeting on June 22,
2008 a new Board and
Executive Committee
will be formed. Mem-
bership renewal pack-
ets will go out the fol-
lowing week. Please
mail them back as
quickly as possible
so that we can calcu-
late how many High
Holy Day seats to re-
serve. This will help
us determine how
many non-member
HHD tickets we can
sell. We are expecting
a larger group request-
ing tickets this year
and we want to make
sure we reserve
enough for our mem-
bers. Thank You...The
Membership Commit-
tee/AdHoc HHD Com-
mittee.

Please call Adley
at the CSS office
935.3636

if you have
borrowed a
Siddur.

Several of our
new prayer bookis
are not
accounted for.
You are free to
borrow one, just
let the office
know.
Thank you!

14
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Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting, may 13, 2008

In attendanc8y Lenz, Adley Hochstadt, Lori Bremner, Gili Drori, Casey Tucker, Jean Knapp, Barbara Insel, Bonnie Lasky,
Schoenbach, Ed Adams, Lori Goldman, Mara Kahn Alisehthge Morgan Brown, Rabbi Jack Gabriel, Susan Jebrock, Sam
Friend, Erick Rothfatdhe time of this meeting, Board members had not yet learned of the passing of our fellow Board mem
Larry Giller. We are very much saddened by this news.

1.) Call for Order, 7:05 pm 2.) Blessing for Communal leadership

3.) Rabbi report, read by Adley:

-Rabbi és second class, of 8 sessions, conclude@& yeste
classes (series or individual sessions).
-Noting those in our congregation and their relatives

- Future calendaring will be set in a way that will allow Rabbi to attend Board meetings.

4.) Strategic planning committee, Jim Levy:

Foll owing a review of the Committeebs origins and th
with a recommendation of reporting to the Congregation and set a new committee to move this agenda to the next sta
* Addendum recorded: Notes from @86 eminmittee for strategic planning

Jim elaborated on the process of discussions ananddaigjpon terminology for the various components of strategic plan-
ning, and then led the Board through the Mission Statement composed by the committee. Jim concluded by offering
for the Apyramid formatodo of a mission statemeiot of t
Statement offers a guide for each committee or leadership group to spell out a mission for their area of responsibility.
Sy: Requesting that Board members form thinking groups that will manage the outlining of the strategic steps that follc
this Statement. Jean: Where is this Mission to appear? Jim: there is a split bativegtsidéHire congregation. Ini-
tially, di scussions should be among congregante to s
grown up.o This Statement wil/l be used to engage po
statement needs to be broad enough to allow for growth and activity, rather than to limit them. Sy: thdsrope is to bring
fore the Annual Meeting, so help set a new agenda for the congregation and mark a new era for our community. Jean
the place of defining our affiliation (and thus identity) as a Reform congregation?

* Motion: The Board recommends this Mission Statement to the Congregations and solicits member comments by the
the Annual Meeting. The Board will discuss and consider adoption at its July meeting.

5.) Membership packets, Mara Kahn:

Bringing a (colorful!) draft of the packet, Mara describes and explains the format, components and coAtant of the mate
included will be a new faldminformation sheet that will serve later as the source of data (contact, personal) on each me
bership household. Sy will draft a section, to be added to the packet, about leadership (introducing a new member abc
leaders grown from within the community, by getting involved at various activities.

6.)The Board unanimously approves the April 2008 Board minutes

7.) Review of recent activities: -itsspiged service andlpok

Lori G.: future planning should allow suffi Gwussiont ti m
8.) Preparations for Annual Meeting, Gili:

Reviews the notification process and agenda for the Annual Meeting. Committee chairs should submit vegtten reports
made available at the meeting.

9.) Executive session.

The Board decided to significantly increase Rsvihbi Ga
our community, and looks forward to discussi®yia lagtions with Rabbi Gabriel.

10.)Budget planning for 2008/9, Barbara:

* Addendum for recording: budget proposal; Details of the budgets were reviewed, with Q&A (on financial reserves, sy
budgetary items, base for projections, etc.). The 2008/8 budget will close at about $15K deficit, much smaller than pro
11.) Childrenés education, Casey:

Budget request for 2008/9 is fconservativeo oavd-fiuppe
able and/or (b) one of the teachers will be replaced with a teaching aid.

12.) Mishkan Tfila, Bonnie:

Some $1,500 were donated through bookplate campaign. 50 additional copies (with a large print volume) were ordere
13.) Nominations Committee, Bonnie:

Nominations were solicited from 21 people and a slate of 6 people is to be presented for the 6 open seats on the Boar
14.) Office management, Bonnie and Adley: Produced an office procedure manual.

Meeting adjourned, 9:40 pm. rdeCiongli@ii 2dorori, Secretary.

]



Celebrating the 60th Anniversary of
o Gili Drori

fitrhree Jews, six opinionsd was the title given to the
our Shabbat morning service on May 10th. Now, add to this also one moderator and 40 or so congre-

gants and you do the math about how many opinions thi
for a very stimulating and lively conversation on a topic that, while often silenced in conversation among

us, is obviously close to our hearts and minds.

The panel opened with three statements made by Gili Drori, David Schoenbach, and Jerry Sanders.
We each chose to highlight a particular aspect of Israel, seen from our personal angle. David told of his

familyéds ties to |Israel and about his work with a doc
thelsraeli-Pal esti nian conflict. Jerry highlighted | srael 6s
an insane asylum, o6 under constant threat of annihil at]
damentalism that threatens also Arab regimes and is not interested in acknowledging Israel or in a

peacef ul conflict resolution. And | highlighted the t
state and its definition as a Jewish state, which is |
pendence (which was made on this week 60 years ago), translates into distinct administrative practices

that i mpact | sraeldés composition and identity in a di:

and survivalist dilemmas for Israel and for Israelis.

The discussion quickly rolled further than these opening essays, with many questions posed by Rabbi

Gabriel, serving as the moderator, and many, many others.

mean?0, fAwhat do you imagine the peace arrangement to
ans mere proxies of world powers, played |ike pawns i
posed by our self-proclaimed Dan Rather. And congregants added their voices, with comments on the
American parallels of such dil emmas ( whMekicosvallp)et ween |
and on the broader context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (peace efforts here and there and every-

where; US involvement in the region in general).

This conversation weaved into Rabbi Gabrielés Dvar To
a name?0 Rabbi Gabriel reviewed the various names (gi
i names Jews called themselves and names given to them by others. From Israelites to Yids to He-

brews, the names connote the historically specific definition (self- and by others) of the Jews as a nation

or areligion 1 for example, some such names related to our origins, since Yehudim is drawn from being

decedents of the tribe of Yehuda and Israelites identifies us as decedents of Israel, or Jacob. Through

the recollection of names, said Rabbi Gabriel, we wrestle with the issue of identity. And on this occa-

sion, we wrestle with it ever more, because we are to consider our relation with and opinion of the State

of Israel.

And discussions of these profound questions did not ¢
plates loaded with hummus and burekas, pitas and tabuleh salad, Israeli schnitzels and Jerusalen kugel,

we all kept the discussions goingé all the way wuntil
share a prayer: we concluded this Shabbat morning service, as always, with the Kaddish and its closing

words, of a prayer for peace for all on earth, in our hearts. And if there was any clear resolution to our

heated and often emotional discussions, it was that we must come back to thinking and discussing the

issue of Israel i What Israel means to us? And, what can we do to advance causes in Israel that are of

| Shared concem o usbere?
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