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President’s Message 
  Sy Lenz 

As we are in the midst of the secular 
holiday season, not to mention our 
own Chanukah, many of us are shar-
ing good times with family and friends.  
We may see these people frequently 
during the rest of the year, but some-
how we get more enjoyment when in 
the spirit of a special season. 
 
We will all be wishing each other well 
for the year to come and, in many in-
stances, we are making plans to get 
together for social or other events.  
What great fun!  Don‟t we all wish that 
this happy, upbeat season were with 
us throughout the year? 
 
Well, I have a kind of “open secret” to 
share with you…we do have that 
sense of caring, sharing and belong-
ing with us all year! It‟s called Shab-
bat.  This thought came to mind as I 
was talking with one of our members 
this past month.  She told me that she 
had made a promise to herself to 
come to Shabbat services as often as 
possible, because she had realized 
that sharing Shabbat gave her a won-
derful feeling of peace and culmina-
tion for the week past and a sense of 
readiness for the week ahead. 
 
I know that we all have our own rea-
sons for attending Shabbat services, 
ranging from pure religious devotion to 
simply enjoying the company of 
friends. I think about how Shabbat  

Concluded on page 11 

         The Rabbi As Resource 
 
One of the hard parts of being a 
part time rabbi and teacher in our 
community is a feeling of inade-
quacy, a feeling that I am "leaving 
important stuff out". For example, 
at my first class on "The Rebel 
Rabbi from Bethlehem: Jesus 
through Jewish Eyes " (which, by 
the way, is now free to Shir Sha-
lom Members on December 10th 
and 17th), I mentioned a prayer 
cycle called Tachnun that no one 
had heard of. It is part of the 
Weekday Service in  some congre-
gations, but pretty unknown in oth-
ers. I was in the middle of the 
class, I had no time really to dive 
into it deeply, so I just whizzed by 
it. When I got home I wondered, 
"What else am I rushing past and 
not explaining?" 
I am not making a backhanded 
plea to becoming a full time rabbi. 
The truth is, I am quite happy to be 
at liberty in Sonoma when I'm not 
"on duty", to have time to breathe 
and to be with Pamela, and to be 
able to visit my children and grand-
children in Canada and in the US. 
Instead, what I'm saying is, I need 
your help in identifying what you 
need to know ( from me), in the 
"half times" that we have. I invite 
you to call, e-mail, or send 
me  written communications about 
what you care about in Jewish  

Rabbi’s Letter 
Jack Gabriel 

Concluded on page 11 
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CONGREGATION  
SHIR SHALOM 

 

Rabbi Jack Gabriel 
 

Board of Directors 
Sy Lenz, President:  

996.4104 sylenz@comcast.net  
Bonnie Lasky,Vice President:  

769.1778 bglasky@comcast.net 
Casey Tucker, Secretary: 

539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net  
   Lori Bremner, Treasurer:  

363.1263 loribrem@gmail.com 
Lee Morgan Brown 

939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Gili Drori 

996.9605 drori@stanford.edu  
Sam Friend 

996.4412 sfriend@ehsd.co.contra-costa.ca.us  
Lori Goldman  

939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com  
Adley Hochstadt  

996.1389 adley@vom.com  
Mara Kahn 

935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Lorri Kaufman 

938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net 
Lee Schein 
938.5648 

David Schoenbach 
938.0110 davidsch@sonic.net  

 
 

School Director 
Susan Jebrock 

707.938.5425 Sjlj814@aol.com  
 
 
             

Newsletter Staff  
 Peggy Feuer, Editor 

 Bonnie Lasky, Photographer 
David Schoenbach, Website  

 

Items for newsletter are due the 16th of each month.  

Send to Peggy Feuer, P.O. Box 2248, Sonoma 95476  

or e-mail peggyf@vom.com 

Published monthly except July 

 
 

Congregation Website: www.shir-shalom.org   

Telephone: 707.935.3636 
 

  Contributions/Donations:  Send to  

  Congregation Shir Shalom, 

  252 West Spain Street, 

  Sonoma, California 95476  

2 

The Congregation Gratefully            

Appreciates Generous Donations 

General Fund     
David  Artson   

Laura & Marty Clein   
Avram Goldman& Lori Hanson   

                   

Yahrzeit  

Samuel  Friend                                                  
In loving memory of Gerda  & Henry Stein      

Lottie Klugman 
In loving memory of Ruben Klugman  

Adult Education Programs                  
Fred Kaplan                                                       

in honor of Rabbi Jack & congregation 

Children's Education Programs                                             
Michael Korman 
 Muriel Robbins  

Social Action Programs                                     
Robbins-Muriel 

Music & Art Festival 

John Benward Co. Inc.                                                            
B R Cohn Winery                                           

Jewish Community Federation                             
Jim Ledwith                                                   

Robin Nelson                                                             
Sisterhood  

High Holy Day Tickets                                                          

Phyllis Albert, Harvey Baraban, Liana Bender,  
Melissa Blake, Jonathan Greenberg & Loretta 

Mijares, Ross & Terri Kaplan,    
Raphael & Sarah Kauffman, Yvonne Lyerla,  

Loren & Layne Rigney,  Lee Schein,            
Richard Waxman, Carol Winternitz 

 



WAITING FOR YOUR CALL 
Committee and Activity Chairs  

Adult Education 
         Susan Cohen 939.6637 susancohen@ix.netcom.com  
         Phyllis Shnairson 939.7519 phylsh@netzero.net 
Childrenõs Education  
         Amy Hummel-Alper 939.9701 aaalper@hotmail.com  
         Casey Tucker  539.7326 kcdc@sonic.net 
Caring  
        Ann Clark Attinson 933.9430 ladyann@sonic.net 
        Pamela Sachs 938.7001 psk219@aol.com 
Calendar Maven   
        Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net 
Development  
        Mark Hummel 939.9701 hummelmark@hotmail.com 
Directory & Roster 
        Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Dues & Finance 
        Lori Bremner 996.9829 loribrem@gmail.com  
Festivals, Family Shabbat 
       Lee Morgan Brown 939.1104 leeamorgan@pacbell.net  
Liaison JCA  
       Gwen Watson 938.5601 gwatson@sonic.net 
Membership 
         Mara Kahn 935.6272 marakahn@comcast.net 
Menõs Club 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Music & Art Festival 
          David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Newsletter Noodge 
          Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com 
Office Manager 
          Adley Hochstadt 996.1389 adley@vom.com 
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinators 
         Lori Goldman 939.2738 loriknits@hotmail.com 
         Michele Samson 933.8512 ems3478@hotmail.com  
Shamash 
          Adley Hochstadt  996.1389 adley@vom.com 
          Sam Friend 996.4412  
Sisterhood  
          Eileen Greenberg   935.5880                                                           
          Eileen@leadingtechnologysales.com   
          Lorri Kaufman  938.4494 lorrikaufman@comcast.net  
          Michele Samson  933.8512  ems3478@hotmail.com 
Social Action 
        Sally Brian 996.3355 sbrian@sbcglobal.net 
        Peggy Feuer 938.2981 peggyf@vom.com  
        Laura Clein 938.3858 sales@consciousconsignment.com 
Volunteers 
         Bonnie Lasky 769.1778 bglasky@aol.com 
         Barbara Sachs-Senn  
Website 
        David Schoenbach 938.0110  davidsch@sonic.net  
Worship  
           Henry Lasky 769.1778 jhlasky@comcast.net                      
           Richard Lenson 257.3498 naplen@earthlink.net 
Yahrzeit 
          Celia Lenson 257.3498 celialenson@earthlink.net 
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Sponsor CSS Directory  

As Chanukah Gift To Congregation  
 

We are looking for Members in our com-
munity who have or who are in business 
that would like to place an ad in the Di-
rectory.  With this ad your business pic-
ture and information will, also, be placed 
on our new website; scheduled to debut 
this month. 
   
The money donated for your ad will go to 
off set the cost of printing the Directory.  
Consider a donation of $50 for a half 
page or $100 for a full page.  The new 
congregation Directory is scheduled to 
be mailed out as a Chanukah gift to our 
Congregation.   
Please contact Mara Kahn at (cell)  415-
860-3052 or email at  
marakahn@gmail.com with your ad or 
for more information.    
 
If you are interested in placing an ad in 
our newsletter we would love to talk to 
you about placement, size and rates. 
Money for these ads would go to offset 
the cost for producing and mailing your 
newsletter. Please contact Peggy Feuer 
at peggyf@vom.com for information. 

Changes 
 

Mara Kahn will assume the Chair of the 
Membership Committee as Bonnie Lasky 
steps aside to start the development of the 
new CSS Member Volunteer Program with 
Barbara Sachs-Senn.  
 

Mara, who Co-Chaired the Membership 
Committee for the past year, has the right 
combination of skills, knowledge, ability and 
creative energy to take the Membership 
Committee to the next level.   
 

Bonnie will remain on the committee along 
with: Zeva Cohn,  Adley Hochstadt, Mark 
Hummel, Bonnie Lasky Sandy Leib Erick 
Rothfeld, Pamela Sachs, Barbara Sachs-
Senn, and Casey Tucker.  

mailto:susancohen@ix.netcom.com
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Avram and Lori Goldman 

Host the Congregationôs 

Chanukah Party 

We will be celebrating Chanukah on 

Friday, December 19,  2008 

*6:15-8:00 p.m. 

at Congregation Shir Shalom 

Burlingame Hall 

252 West Spain Street, Sonoma 

Please contribute to our community pot-luck dinner by family name for 10 

People! 

A-M Main Dish, N-Z Side Dish or Salad  

*Menôs Club will prepare Latkes 

Our hosts, Avram & Lori Goldman will provide the trimmings for the 

Latkes 

Avram will supervise the Menôs club! Lori will bring the desserts. 

Community events will commence with (faux) lighting of Shir Shalom‟s 
outdoor Chanukiya, followed by Kiddush, starting at 6:15 pm 
* Dinner is served at 6:30 pm 

¶ Inclusive Congregation (adults & children) party will follow dinner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

* (Note: School Chanukah Party starts at 5:30 - *Rabbi Jack leads families in Chanukah songs, 

starting at 5:30 pm * Childrenôs activity centers, at Burlingame Hall, start at 5:45 pm) 

R.S.V.P.  loriknits@hotmail.com or 939.2738 
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PEOPLE 
NEEDED 
NOW  

 

  

 WANTED  Congregation Shir Shalom 

CARING PEOPLE TO  

CREATE A CARING  

COMMUNITY 
The ideal Caring Committee of our synagogue is 
actually the creation of one large òCaring Commu-
nity.ó Everyone of us could take on a mitzvah to 
help other members in some form. Time together 
on a project means time creating a sense of com-
munity and closeness together. Think about it. 
This is what most people want and need in their 
lives to feel whole: friendship, meaningful work, 
learning together about life and self and others. 
Possible Ideas for Ways to Connect: 
¶ Visiting elderly or homebound people 
¶ Sending birthday, get-well and condolence 

cards 
¶ Driving people to Adult Ed classes at night 
¶ Buying food baskets for families 
¶ Facilitating/creating workshops on taking care 

of self while taking care of others, etc. 
¶ Participating in our own Chevrah Kadisha 
¶ Starting a monthly Healing Circle 
 
 

Call Pamela at  

970-690-5116 or  

email me at psk219@aol.com 



 december  2008 
 

S 
 

M  

 

T 

 

W 

 

TH 

 

F 

 

S 

   

 

1 

 

2 

 
3 4    

Adult Ed 

Book Talk  

Readersô 

Books 

See pg. 9 

5  6 

10:00am  
Lay Led  

Torah 

Study 

    7 
 

 

 

8 

 

9  

6-7:30pm 

Membership 

Committee 

Meeting  

10 

Hebrew  

6-7:30 1st yr 

6:30-8pm 

2nd yr 

7:45-9:15pm 

Rabbiôs 

11 12 

4:30-6pm 
Shabbat  
School     

        
 

 

 

13  

9:00am 

Torah Study 

10:30am 

Shabbat 

Service 

With Rabbi  

14  

 

15  

 

16 

 

17  

Hebrew  

6-7:30 1st yr 

6:30-8pm 

2nd yr 

7:45-9:05pm 

Rabbiôs 

18 

 

19 

4444 

20  

10:00am  
Lay Led  

Torah 

Study 

NO  

SERVICES 

21  
6-6:30pm 

Outdoor 

Hanukiyah 

Lighting 
 

Chanukah 

First  

Candle 

22 

 

 

23 

7-10pm  

Board Mtg. 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

25 

 

26  

 
 
 
 

NO  

SERVICES 

 

27   

 

 

 

   

28 

    

 Chanukah 

Last 

Candle 

29 

7:30-9:30pm 

Rabbiôs 

Class 

See page 9 

30 

 

 

31 
  

 

Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in  

November  

Helen Alper       
Mother of Amy Alper  
    Morris Bloom       

Father of Laura Bloom Farber                         
Evelyn Bloom   

Mother of Laura Bloom Farber   
     Arthur Cooperstein  
Grandfather of Karen Garber    

      Willy Hass      
Uncle of Daniel Sondheim           

Suzanne Hastings                     
Relative of Peggy Hammett                  

Sylvia Probst Insel  
Mother of Barbara Insel     

     Fred Kapp    
Husband of        

Pamela Sachs       
    Mel Laybourn    

Husband of         
Margaret Laybourn  
Merle T. Levine  

Father of Susan Jebrock  
Stephen Levine  

Cousin of Avram Goldman  
Ben Lipson      

Father of Michael Lipson               
Paula Lowenberg  

Grandmother of Jeanette Newman         
Fred Lucas               

Husband of Miriam Lucas 
Sheldon Minow  

Brother-In-law of Howard Gorbach 
Inge Rather  

Stepmother of Pat Rather 
Jacob Rokowitz  

Father of Phyllis Shnairson 
Blanche Sacks  

Aunt of Barbara Sachs-Senn         
Irving Senn  
Father of Dick Senn                   
Harry Siegel  
Father of Zeva Cohn 
Lawrence Tarshis  

Brother of Anne Pincus 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 

Shabbat Worship Services Schedule: 
Second Saturday & Fourth Friday 

4:30-6pm 
ExecCom 
4:30-6:30 
ShbbtSchl 
4:45-5:45 
PrimShabbt 

  CHANUKAH 
 CELEBRATION 
  DETAILS  
  SEE 
  PAGE 4 

10am-noon 
JFCS 
Workshop 
See pg. 11 

Hebrew  

6-7:30 1st yr 

6:30-8pm 

2nd yr 
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School news Yahrzeits  
To Be Observed in  

 

December  

 
Saul Adams 

Ed Adams Father 
Marilyn Blaushild 

Sandra Leib's Sister 
Rose Blumberg 

Judi Shapiro's Grandmother 
Mary H. Brittin 

Alice Horowitz's Mother 
Jacob Cohen 

Stanley Cohen's Father 
Carl Friend 

Sam Friend's Father 
Lisa Friend 

Sam Friend's Sister 
Dr. Ben Gold 

Maria Gold Lippman's Husband 
Eva Goldstein 

Norma Goldstein's Mother 
Beatrice Gordon 

Larry Hyson's Aunt 
Jean Jebrock 
Susan Jebrock 

Adolph Lehmann 
Lotte Klugman's Father 

Isidore Marks 
Leona Jacob's Father 
Ruth Melnikon Miller 
Carol Marcus's Mother 

Mary Patterson 
Kimberly Blattner's Mother 

Paul Pollock 
Esther Nortonôs Brother 

Rose Rakowitz 
Phyllis Shnairsonôs Mother 

Eleanor Rather 
Pat Rather's Mother 

Alfred Selix 
Lynn Selix Blankfort's Father 

Israel "Sam" Shainsky 
Muriel Robbins Father 

Ruth Shapiro 
Judi Shaprio's Relative 

Stanley Schwartz 
Robert Lutolf's Father-in-Law 

Carolyn Swann 
Dan Swann's Mother  

Joseph Yogman 
Shari Glago's Father 

                                                  Susan Jebrock, Director of Education                                                   
Our December Shabbat school sessions will be on December 12th 
and December 19.  The Primary class will meet on December 19th, 
and instead of a Shabbat pot luck this month we will celebrate Cha-
nukah together on December 19th.  We will hold classes as usual 
until 5:30 PM, at which time we will have a Chanukah sing-along and 
Chanukah craft making for the kids.  Everyone is invited to come to 
the congregation latke party which starts at 6:30 PM.  Don't forget to 
RSVP when you get your invitation in the mail!                                                                         
Here are some comments from two of our teachers about our school:                  
From Julie Diamond, Primary Class teacher:The November 7th 
class went really well. Our main focus was Tzedakah and Tikkum 
Olam. I read them a story and we had a lengthy discussion on what it 
means to be a good person and what it means to help others. It was 
really great. I also recapped our first lesson on Shabbat and we 
talked about this as well. We then had Shabbat with juice and challah 
and sang the prayers. It is very heartwarming hearing 3-5 year olds 
trying to say the prayers with me. We lit the candles and again talked 
about what Shabbat means. Our art project of the day was making 
Tzedakah boxes for their homes and we talked about the history of 
these and how to use them. I also encouraged them to come up with 
a charity to give their money to when it is full. We talked about FISH 
and Pet‟s Lifeline...The Rabbi is absolutely  wonderful! I love him. 
They love him too. We dance and sing and shake our shakers (which 
I bought for them to use each time) and they learn important con-
cepts and about being Jewish through stories, discussion and art...it 
is really great!                                                                                
From Dania Massey, 3/4th grade  and Hebrew teacher: During the 
midweek Hebrew class, the Hebrew One students have been work-
ing on learning the alphabet.  Their diligent work has paid off as they 
already know nine letters and two vowels.  The Hebrew Two class 
has just begun a new book geared towards teaching them some 
Modern Hebrew.  Research says that in order for students to acquire 
a new language, the language has to be taught in a meaningful 
way.  Therefore, as most of the Hebrew Two students know how to 
decode, it is time to make class a little more interesting!  Together as 
a group, we are working on three prayers:  Shema and V‟ahafta, 
Barchu, and Avot V‟Emahot.  Students also learned the She-
chechianu blessing with a short song which I plan to have them 
teach the younger students in the future.                                        
The 3rd and 4th grade Shabbat school students are a wonderful 
group as well.  So far, we have focused our lessons on learning bible 
stories.  Students have learned about creation, Adam and Eve, Cain 
and Able, and will soon be learning about Noah and the flood.  Stu-
dents made beautiful Challah covers, and Sukkah decorations.  I 
have also taken some time to teach them the Aleph Bet.  We have 
learned several letters together and I have begun to teach them the 
Aleph Bet song.                                                                                  
In December all classes will be starting a family history project, with 
the goal of completing artistic family trees by Tu Bishevat in Febru-
ary.                                                                                                        
                           Thank you to the parents, students, and teachers                             
who help make our school a success!   



SHIR SHALOM HISTORY PROJECT  

 
Please participate in our study of who we are, where we come from, where we have lived, what 
languages and cultural heritage do we share.  No personal information will be identifiable with 
specific individuals.  Inclusion of your name on the response is optional, and will serve only to 
permit follow-up questions for clarity. 

Name _____________________________ 
 
Origins:  Where were you, your parents and grandparents born? 
You:                         Parents:                      Grandparents: 
 
 
What languages are or were principally spoken at home? 
You:                          Parents:                        Grandparents: 
 
 
Migrations/Displacements:  Were any members of your extended family forced to relocate by 
war, persecution?  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
Losses of family members to war, genocide or other conflict:  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have family members living in other countries?  Where? 
 
 
 
 
Affiliation/Identity:  How would you characterize your familyôs Jewish affiliation or identity?  
Please check all that apply: 
 
___ Reform  ___Conservative  ___Orthodox  ___Renewal   
___Reconstructionist  ___ Secular  ___ Cultural  ___Ashkenazic ___ Sephardic  ___ Other  
 
Occupations/Professions:  What occupations or professions did members of your family engage 
in? 
 

 
 

 

Please mail this page to: Congregation Shir Shalom 

Att’n: Our History Project 

252 West Spain Street 

Sonoma, CA 95476 
Insert extra pages as needed. 

If you prefer, this survey will soon be available for download from our website. 
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Adult education happenings      

 
Two Wednesdays Remain To Attend Rabbiôs Class 

 

The Adult Education Committee hopes that youôll join us for  
 

The Rebel Rabbi from Bethlehem: Jesusô Journey, Through Jewish Eyes 
 

with Rabbi Jack Gabriel  
 

 
Wednesdays, Dec. 10 & 17  

7:45 -9:15 pm ï in the classroom  
 

  One of the  great conundrums for many Jews and Christians is, ñWho was Jesus, and what 
was his relationship to his own people, the Jews?ò  Obviously, the Gospels have a point of view, 
but it differs quite a bit from book to book.  Also, they seem at odds with historical informa-
tion.  
  In this four part series, we will explore who Jesus was as a young, charismatic, Pharisee and 
Rabbi.  We will also see why his personal, human history has been so occluded by politics and 
confusion.  Please bring friends, family and non-members (of all religions) to four very exciting 
evenings of learning and discussion.   

 
For more information, or to register, please call Phyllis Shnairson, 939 -7519. 

** We can only accommodate 40 people, so register now.** 
Payment may be made at first class session or in advance. 

We hope you will join The Adult Education Committee and  

Qd`cdqrô Annjr enq 

Frances Dinkelspiel ï TOWERS OF GOLD:  How One Jewish Immigrant  

Named Isaias Hellman Created California   

Thursday, December 4, 7:30 p.m.  at Readersô Books, 130 E. Napa Street 

 

  Isaias Wolf Hellman, a brilliant entrepreneur and financier whose tenacity was tested in the wild and 
dusty frontier of gold-rush era Los Angeles, was one of the most influential individuals in the history of 
early California.  He was integral to the expansion of Wells Fargo Bank, the establishment of the Univer-
sity of Southern California and the financing of the burgeoning oil industry. 
 
   Hellman‟s meteoric rise from store clerk to the upper echelons of society is chronicled in Frances 
Dinkelspiel‟s biography of this nineteenth century Bavarian Jewish immigrant. With illuminating bio-
graphical insight she explores one of the most interesting figures in California‟s history and one of the 
most exciting generations in the history of the United States. 
 
  Come early, refreshments will be served. 

  { 9  } 



Summary of Minutes 

Board of directors Meeting, October 21 , 2008 
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Agenda 
Present: Sy Lenz, Bonnie Lasky,  Casey Tucker, Lori Bremner (by phone), Gili Drori, Sam Friend, Adley 
Hochstadt, Mara Kahn,  Lee Schein, David Shoenbach, R. Jack Gabriel, Susan Jebrock, Lee Morgan 
Brown, Lori Goldman, Lorri Kaufman 
1) Call for Order 7:05PM 

2) Blessing for Communal leadership; Rabbi‟s Dvar Torah: Two Torah holidays, Shuvout and 
Simcha Torah; “For the good and the welfare…” Rabbi going to Toronto for G‟baby naming, 
ThankYou to R. Jack & Pamela for Succot Celebration; Discussion and approval of September 
2008 Board minutes: approved via e-mail!  

3) Report on HHD: Numbers E Rosh-158, Rosh-120,  E YK-182, YK-(115AM disc-30 Yiskor-
107 Conclusion –125) Total=837 (796 for 2007) ThankYou for the count, Addy! 

4) Food: ThankYou Lee! E Rosh Oneg need more food at night and less during the day.  
Lunch sold out, next year Red Grape? Sunflower?  Wine donated for break the fast Bruce Cohn.  
Thank You Sam for bagels! Recommendations: poss lay-lead children‟s service, bigger bagels.  
Services: Childcare- had one child for a couple of hours.  Special thanks to Steve and Stepha-
nie for providing music during services; HHD Recommendation: BYO Shofar next year; HHD 
coordinator/committee for next year (not the membership committee); Thank You Bonnie for 
coordinating this year! Members: several people have expressed interest in joining after HHD 
services.  ThankYou to Henry Lasky. from R. Jack. for his assistance.  ThankYou from Bonnie 
to the Membership Committee.  About 20 HHD donations were made via PayPal.  ThankYou to 
Addy and others from R. Jack for breaking down after events as well as setting-up. 

5) Report on Sonoma Jewish Music Festival: Thank you to the Bremner boys for all their help with 
the event.  Article appeared in the Oct. 10 edition of “J” Magazine.  David: Intent was to let people know 
CSS is a center for Jewish life in Sonoma.  Event reached local Jews and non-Jews alike.  Total atten-
dance may have been around 800 over the course of the event.  Ticket sales fell short of the 209 we 
had hoped for.  Total tickets were about 100.  David listed names of organizers and task leaders; big 
ThankYou‟s and appreciation all around. Larry Watson (poster designer) traded his remuneration for 
CSS membership. Wine donations Bruce Green, Norm Goldstein and Bruce Cohn. Budget was distrib-
uted and discussed; expenses were greater than income. We have 75 remaining T-shirts.  Would make 
good thank you gifts for people willing to donate to help offset the loss from the event. Koret Foundation 
donated $5k and will receive a report on the event.  Recommendation: next Festival to be in about 18 
months, in the spring.  Excellent food, high quality art, top notch music!    Stephanie donated her ser-
vices, ThankYou from the board! Men‟s Club Wine Table: 8 cases of wine remaining; Men‟s club will 
decide what to do with the wine. 

6) Committee reports: Children’s Education: Susan passed out typed report detailing stu-
dent numbers, classes, and events.  Total students – 23 (11 student increase over last year) w/4 
new students ages 9-12.  R. Jack will talk to R. Gittleman at Shomrei Torah to see if they will 
allow one of our students to attend their class without membership.  2 B‟Mitzvahs in June and 
July.  Lee (New Primary Class): 1

st
 class was in October, have 8 children paid and enrolled.  6 

attended 1
st
 class.  There are 3 more 4-5 year olds interested and another 3 year old.               

7)Treasurer, Finance: Lori presented financials as of 9/30.   
Other issues: Board Retreat: R. from URJ is willing to facilitate a board retreat at no charge.  Some 
work is necessary prior to retreat.  Development committee will be informed about the retreat and their 
assistance will be requested.  Report on Palestinian Event at the Methodist Church: Invitations were 
received the Tuesday prior after over a month of advertising for the event and many letters from Gili and 
R. Jack.  It was a „stacked deck‟ that was clearly anti-Israel.  R. Jack and Gili were able to be placed on 
the panel.    They provided balanced information representing the Israeli point of view.  They received 
comments from participants thanking them for their appearance, pointing out that many people were 
uncomfortable with the tone of the pro-Palestinian agenda.  Our presence stopped the event from being 
a propaganda event.  Gili and Sy met with the Reverend of the Methodist Church a couple of days after 
the event.                                                              Adjourned: 9:25PM; Submitted by, C.Tucker, Secretary 

 
 

 



carries us through the gamut of  thanking God: 
1. For our lives 
2. For our health  
3. For the wisdom and heroism of 

our forebears 
4. For connecting us to 3000 year 

old traditions and lore that can 
have meaning for us today 

5. For bringing to mind those in 
need of healing and remember-
ing those who have passed on 

 

Many of us lead very busy, engaged lives and 
putting aside a Friday evening or a Saturday 
morning for a Shabbat observance may not 
seem important enough.  That judgment is en-
tirely a personal issue, but please take another 
look and ask yourself, who among us would 
not welcome the opportunity of Shabbat‟s 
power to restore and recharge our psychic en-
ergy to go forth and face the world?  I think 
you already know the answer. 
 

Hope to see you there!         Shalom,     Sy 
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Conclusion of Rabbiõs Letter Conclusion of Presidentõs Message 

Knowlege, Rituals and Ritual Objects. I want 
to know your Jewish backgrounds and inter-
ests better, so ask to meet me for coffee, 
lunch or dinner, during the two weeks (2nd 
and 4th) that I am here.   

                                      
Maybe the synagogue isn't the only place to 
get Jewish nourishment. Still, as your Rabbi, 
I'd like to be of service, as your friend, your 
sounding board, your Personal Teacher and 
your Resource. As Chanukah approaches, 
let's  find light to share, and wisdom to ex-
plore. That would help me handle my sense 
of inadequacy just fine. 

 
With Many Blessings, 
Rabbi Jack 

December 

Jewish Emergency Assistance Network 

( JEAN) 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 

10:30 ï 12:00 noon 

LIVING ON A FIXED INCOME:  

WHAT DO YOU DO?  

How do I prioritize my spending? 

What do I do when my kids ask for 

money? What if my money runs out? 
 

Sanford Bressick, Registered Investment Advisor 

Paula Shatkin, Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

 

Location: Congregation Beth Ami 

4676 Mayette Avenue, Santa Rosa 

Co-sponsored by Friendship Circle and 

Congregation Beth Ami 

 

R.S.V.P. to JFCS at 707.571.8131 

If you or someone you know needs help, call us! 

Here and there    (a hin und a hair) 

SVMA Exhibit Through December 14th 
 

A multicultural show,  
Homage and Remembrance:                    

The Past is Present 
 is at Sonoma Valley Museum of Art,  
551 Broadway, Sonoma, CA 95476 

(www.svma.org). 
"This exhibition is centered in a                         

contemporary translation of 
holidays that commemorate changing               

seasons and life passages... such 
as Samhain, Yom Kippur (Yiskor),               

All Saints Day, All Hallows,                               
All Souls Day and Dia de los Muertos..." 

     -Anthony Torres, curator 

ASK JCI & R 
To explore Jewish culture and connect to Jewish life, please call 
415-777-4545 or toll-free 877-777-JCIR (5247) or email 
Info@JewishNfo.org Please visit our website www.JewishNfo.org 
Jewish Community Information and Referral is a free and confiden-
tial service of the Jewish Community Federation. 

http://www.svma.org


       252 West Spain Street Sonoma, CA 95476 707-935-3636 
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Holiday News Flash! 
  

In a show of unity, peace and  

giving back to our congregations,  

Chanukah Harry and Santa Claus invite you  

 to a fun evening of after hours merriment at  

  

Tiddle E. Winks -  115 E. Napa Street  

and  

Baksheesh -  423 1st Street W.  

  

Please join us Thursday, December 11th  

from 6:00 p.m.  to 8:00 p.m.  

for a festive evening of shopping,  

refreshments and entertainment.  

  

15% of all sales for the evening  

from both stores will be divided between  

Congregation Shir Shalom and  

Congregational Church's Outreach Committee.  

Happy 
Chanukah! 


